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THE ORIENTAL COLLEGE,

T0 THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES,

Sir,—I have just paid a visit to this interesting and
notzble institntion. As you are aware, it kas been fonnded
by Dr. Leitner at his own expense, and with the single
objeot of advancing the real interests of Indis. It is within
half en hoar's ride by rail from Londen to the Woking
lation by the Sonth-Western line. The firat ¢bject of
inkerest to the antiquarian, or the Indian, or the literary
mon, 18 the museum, Since your notice of the purchase by
Dr. Leitner of the Dramatio Colloga the muzeum hss
taken o remarkable stride. It is now full of antiguitica
illustrating the cthology, literatnre, industry, and art of
the people of India. YLooking at the specimcns in this
mugaum, I am inclined to think that India was far before,
ik point of time, Grecce and Rome in her inventions. Dr.,
Leitoer bos 50 arranged every departmont of his museum
that you ecan trace at once the influemes of Greek ary on
the art in India. He has done this by bringing within a
*¢ chair’s length  the scelpbure, the litereture, and the
coins of tho period, This is & hint to omr librarians in
town.

Thereis another speciesof exhibit whichstruek ma Thero is
& large collection of Punjaub fabrics,with reference pumbers
and prices attacked, so that a purchamer in Eangland fora
dress or a shawl, without the intervention of the ™ middles
tman * in Fogland or India, esn eommunicate divest with
the pative manofacturer, the object of this being to in_
duce the English purchaser to place the full profit of pro-
duction'into tho bands of the Indian artizan.

1 was also struck at the large collestion of Indian many.
scripts and books, some of them provinz that India pos-
scssed the art of printing long before its invention in
Europa, 'This i3 o branch of research worthy of our bess
sutiquariens,and I think it will bring India more prominent
than any country in Furepe,

I find that thorooms of this eollege aro being rapidly
tenanted by sbtodents from India. Dr. Lejtner charges
nothiog for the rent of a suite of rooms consisting of a
study, drawing room, and kitchen. The wholo arrange-
ment i3 on the principle that whother the student is =
Hindoo or a Mussulman he ean live in his own WY, 08

though ho was at home in Indis, without the slightest
interferénee with his peculior oustoms with respect to his
food and domestio arrangements,

L consider that India iz much indebted to Dr. Leltner
for establishing such an institution, Thers is here a
benntiful homo, whero the highest in that great country
can g0 ond live, and stody all the scicntific appliances
which Englaud can produce, without coming - inte any
aoet of contamination, as they may eonsider, with Euro-
pean manners and customs. He can, moreover, study
the history of his own country from- specimens of art,
coins, manuscripts, and books, the like of which T have
never seen, I believe also he can be examined and become
o gradoate of the Punjaub University on the same plan as
& student in our colonies can become a gradunte of the
London University. ;

I know you have numerons readers “in this country snd
in India who talke on interestin this sabject, and hence I
frouble you with this communieation, .

I s, Sirs your obedient gervant

Augost 2% . B, BADENOUE, LL.D,
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