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OBITUARY.

D, G. W. Lrrrxre,

The death from pneamonia of Dr. Gottlieb William
Leitner, at Bonn, on the 22nd inst., removes a dis-
tingmished (rientalist, whose services to Essterp learn-
ing and thbe canse of education have been frequently
acknowledged, not only in England but inevery Conti-
nental country. Tir. Iecitner was born at Pest in
1540, and was edueated at Constantinople, Biusss, and
EKing’s College, London. His early training, incloding
feveral yeurs® stndy in the Mahomedean schools sttached
to the moeques, msde him & fluent master of Turkiah,
Arabic, and sl the languages spoken in the Levant, so
ihat, . while still s boy, be was appointed first-class in-
ferpreter to the Dritish Commissoriat dorine the
Russlan war,with the rank of colonel ; becams Jectmurer
in Arabie, Turkish, and Modern Greek at ing’s
College, London,in 1853 ; and two years later was mado
professor of Arable with Mshomedan law, and founded
the Oriental section of the college. '

A few years afterwards he accepted the post of principal
of tbe Lahore Government College, with which the
Delhi .Colleze was incorporated, and "was the fest
Kegistrar of the Punjab Crniversity,of which he was the |
originator apd founder ; snd its orgamization, the
collection of its fonds, and the warm interest which it
exciti«l among Hindus and Mahomsdans alike wera
the direet results of his onbiving exertions and enthusissm.
The Oriental University of the Pmnjab was the first
serions atiempt in Northern Indiato infuse life into the
dry bores of the educstional system of the. Govern-
ment ; to Interest princes and people in educational
work by eanveying the knowledge and acience of the
West through the medium of the vernacular languages
af India ; and {0 engage the religions teachers of the
people, pandils and mullahs, on the side of selentific
education, mstead of leaving them, as the Goverument
Department had done, altogether aloof or hostile,
Fortonately the Ponjab possessed at the time in Sir |
Donald MeLeod & Licatenant-Governor whose interest |
in Oriental stodies was equal to that of Dr. Leitner apd !
who cordially supported the proposal. The  chiefs |
whose cupibuls Dr, Leitner visited by turns were eager
to assist, and large sums were sobseribed by the
Maharajas of Kashmir and Patiuls, the Rajas of
Kapurthals, Jhind, Nabha, Naban, and many others,
and at length, after yesrs of endeavour, when the
organization was complets enoogh to satisiy the
Snpreme Govarnment and the endowments were suffi.
¢ient to securs permancocy, the charter of ineorporas
tion of the new University was granted.

Although the Punjsb University was the great work
of Dr. Leitner’s Indian caréer, yob it by mo means ex-
hausted his energy in every branch of educational pro-
gress and reform. He founded nomerons Yiterary socicties
and free poblic libraries ; published journals in Urda,
Arabic, and English, and ene of the latter, founded
under the name of Indian Pudlic Opinion, and still
flonrishing as the Civil and Military Gaszeite of Lahore,
has a special interest 2s having had Mr. Rudyard
Kipling as an assistant editor and as having pub-
lished many of his earliest verses and stories. In
1866 he wundertook for ihe Ponjab Government
an expedition to the almost unknown  region iying
between Kashmir and Afghanistan, which was earried
out with great soeeess, and the resolts of which were
pablished for the Foreign Department of the Govern-
ment of India, and subsecuently otilized in a separate
work on ** Dardistan in 1566, 1586, and 1893.°2 Among
his many contribetions to Oriental and edocational Iitera-
tare we may quotse ** The Theory and Practice of
Edacation,”” ** The Races of Turkey,’” ** Philosophical
Grammar of Arabic,” and ** Sinin-ul Islam, the history
and literature of Hahomsdaniem in thelr relations to
universel history.”® He was the first to sogoest and
popularize the title ** Kaisar-i-Hird °? as the vernacular
equivalent of the new title of her Alajesiy, Empress
of India.

After his return from India, Dr. Leitner founded. an
Indian Institute at Woking, for the training of vouns
Indizns of good family, and Jor some ien wvears he
edited the dsialic Quarlerly Recicwr. As s linenist he
hind probably no living rival in the area of his know-
ledge, and he was asserted 40 have acgoaintance +with
some 30 lapgrages, many of which he spoke fuently.

Dr. Leitner married in 1563 Caroline Schwasb, eldest
danghter of the German and Amcerican Consal at Brosa,
and leaves an only son, Heory, aged 28,
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