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THE HOLY QUR-AN

-With English Translation and Commentary,
printed on high-class India paper, and bound in
green flexible leather, is now ready. Price 22s*
Prospectus and sample pages sent free on appli-
cation. Cloth-bound Edition, price 16s., postage
extra. Prices in India: India paper, Rs. 20; cloth
bound, Rs. 17. Apply in India to Ishaat-Islam
Office, Nowlakha, Lahore.

Qur-an Class.-—We are sorry lo note thatf, owing to the illness of the
Imam, there will be no Qur-in classes for the present. The sludents
will be informed when the classes are taken up again.

Friday Prayer and Sermon.—At the London Muslim Praycer House,
cvery Friday, at 1.30 p.m. . .

Service, Sermon and Lectures cvery Sunday at the Muslim Prayer
House (111, Campden Hill Road, Notting Hill Gate, W. 8), al .
3.15 p.m,, and at the Mosque, Woking, at 3.15 p.m. . |

* The rise in the price of book-binding has compelled us to increase
the price. We advise our customers abroad to send us 2s. 6d. extra, to-
scover insurance fee, and thus to secure the book against loss through
enemy action,
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NOTES

IsLaM, as has been frequently pointed out in these pages, docs
not stand for any social or religious caste. There are no
ordained priests in it. Pursuant to this we welcome with
genuine fraternal fervour the opportunity that has been
taken by our vespected brother, Mr. Marmaduke Pickthall,
"to officiate at Friday Prayers and deliver “ Khutba,” in the
i place of Khwaja Kamaluddin, at the London Muslim
l;‘ Prayer House. It is over thrce weeks that he has been
i acting as our Imam, and those of us who had the privilege ot
standing in his ““ Iqtada’™ can well appreciate its value.
'His sermons have been characterized as much by his great
scholarship and erudition as by his skilful and masterly
clucidations of thie popular Quranic themes. His recitations
of the Arabic texds have been most inspiring.  Our English
friends will, we trust, have rejoiced to see one of their own
race lead in prayers in Arabic a congregation of mixed races.
Sunday Lectures at the Mosque, Woking, were held as
usual, at which Mr, Sims read papers, and Mr. Malik spoke.
We give below the doings of the Society of London Muslims

in the form of a syllabus :—

March znd—Mr. S. H. Riza, on ““ Muhammad—"the Con-
vincing Personality.”

March gth—Mr. Dudley Wu&ht on “‘The Practical Duties
of Isluw.”

March zoth—DMr. C. Salman Schicigh, 'on “ Optimism in
Religion.”

March zjrd--Mr. L. El Bakry, on * Lrror and the Way
Out.” -

March 3joth—Mr. Dudley Wright, on “ The Character of
Muhammad.” -

April 6th--Mr. Marmaduke Pickthall, on “The Law of
Life.” ‘

April 13th—Mr. Dudley Wright, on “ The Meaning of
Life.”

April 2oth—Maulvie Sadr-ud- Dm B.A., B.T. on “ A Phase
of the Prophet’s Life.”

April 27th-—Mr. Dudley Wright, on “ Heaven and Hell "
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THE IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT

IN the Ddz'/y Chronicle of February 24, 1919, appeared the
following leading article :—

« ST. SOPHIA

“We have received a number. of letters protesting against
the cancellation of the large meeting which was to bave been
held in London last Wednesday in favour of the re-conversion
of St. Sophia at Constantinople from a mosque to a church.
The Government are understood to have asked that it should
be cancelled out of regard for the feelings of our Muslim fellow-
subjects in India, whose minds are much exercised at present
by the question of the Caliphate and the future of a Turkey
whose Sultan has hitherto been their religious head. Every one
ought to appreciate the need for respecting these feelings ;
though we should have thought them unlikely to be outraged
by any of the speakers announced for last week’s meeting.

“But the re-conversion of St. Sophia is not a matter about
which Europe ought to hesitate, or feign hesitation. The
church is the greatest and most historic in the world. It has
been used as a mosque for about 450 years, but it had
previously for nearly twice that length of time served the
purpose for which it was built and consecrated. Its history
and value as a church are of much greater consequence to
Christendom than its value as a mosque is to the Muslim
world. ‘One of its most beautiful features, indeed—its wealth
of mosaics—has had to be covered over by whitewash in order
that it may be used as a mosque at all.” :

So, for the sake of bringing those mosaics back into the
light, “ Europe ought not to hesitate or feign fesitation ™ (mark
the mischievous suggestion in those last three words) to offend
the feelings of a multitude of subjects of King George greatly
outnumbering those who think that “ Europe should not hesitate.”
Europe! What has Europe got to do with it? Europe, thank
Heaven, is no Isnger Christendom, The country of Europe
which originated and maintained with much expense the outcry
for the re-conversion of St. Sophia has dethroned its Church—
the most benighted and corrupt in Christendom—and repudiated
its ideals and aims as anti-human, as indeed they were. And
why ? Because they-prized rich buildings and fine works of art,
the prxde and pomp of churchmanship, above the real business
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of religion, which is to ennoble men and not to stultify them
and degrade them as the Eastern Church has done.

“The Church is the greatést and the most historic in the
world” We doubt both statements, but suppose it were so:
What is its worth in terms of human welfare? Absolutely nil.

The present writer carries, and will carry to his dying day,
a certain picture in his memory. It was many years ago, upon
the outskirts of Jerusalem. A crowd of Russian pilgrims was
arriving—men, women, and children who seemed to have had -
vitality crushed out of them, who seemed to have been
deprived of earthly hope, herded by long-haired priests who
treated them like cattle. They might have passed for a
procession of the damned, if it were not. for the strange, dreamy
look in pale-blue eyes which suggested that they saw somec .
hope a long way off. The ancestors of those poor serfs had
becn free men and women. The yoke of Czardom had
degraded them to this, and chief among the instruments of
their enslavement was the Russian Church. And skipping
round them, chaffing them, caressing them, trying to sell them
souvenirs of various kinds, there wcre the ¢persecuted”
Christians of the Turkish Empire, clad in gay colours, with
their fezes at a rakish angle, swaggering, independent, laughing
full-blown to the point of arrogance. The contrast, and the
“truth which it revealed, were unforgettablc.

Russia was regarded by the Christian Powers as a suc-
cessful country, Turkey as a failure. They had a different
standard of success. ; .

The Qu-ran says : A

“He is successful who improves the soul and gives it fuil
development, and he is a failure who stunts and starves the
soul.” '

Judged by that standard, Turkey was successful as compared
with any Christian country, even England, for all its people had
a chance of full development both individually and as self-
governing communities within the realm. Out of that very
freedom of the Christians, under El Islam, divérted and seduced
by Europe to seditious ends, have risen all the troubles of the
Ottoman Empire. But if the Turkish Christians had that
freedom, they have to thank Islam and not their Church for it.

- So every Mosque, with or without mosaics, stands for something
which we moderns reckon gobd. The Muslims of the British
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Empire—nay, the Muslims of the world—seek refuge in the

British government from the designs of “Europe,” which,
collectively, whether as Christendom or as a group of predatory
Powers, has always been a danger and a foe to all non-
Christians. The Muslims of the British Empire do not claim,
nor wish to claim, the sympathies of Europe. But they claim
the British government as their government, representing their

interests to the full, as much as it is the government of those

who, blinded by fanaticism, think it just and seemly that an act:
of great intolerance should be committed in the twentieth century
to balance orie committed in the fifteenth century AD. The
government of the British Empire is not Christian, if one may
judge of what is Christian in government by the history of
Christendom, or Furope. Christendom in the past has been a
by-word for intolerance towards every one who had not under-
gone the rite of baptism. The Muslims when they took

Constantinople did not extirpate or forcibly eject the native.

Christians who refused Islam, as Christians did to native
Muslims. who refused ‘Christianity 'in Spain and "elsewhere,
They gave them privileges with protection and a measure of
self-government far greater than has even yet been given to any
of the “subject races” in the British Empire, not to speak of
- other European Powers,

If ancient wrongs arc now to be redressed, and Christendom

is to be rehabilitated for that purpose, we Muslims have a claim
against Christendom for wrongdoing far greater than the value
of the churches we appropriated. The greatest and most his-
toric churches in the world—the Church of the Resurrection at
Jerusalem, the . Church of the Nativity at . Bethlehem, the
Church ‘and convent. of ,,Mq‘unt Sinai, a thousand monasteries
full of treasure, innumerable humbler Christian sanctuaries—have
remained Christian in the Muslim - Empire through the cen-
turies ; and, whi¢h is far more, not the churches and their
guardians only, but the congregations—whole communities.
Where in Europe can you show a single Muslim sanctuary
which has not been converted into a church or turned to baser
uses? Where in Europe can you show a single Muslim com-
munity preserved through all those centuries under the rule of
any Christian Power? We Muslims were protectors, patrons
of the Jews in Spain, Christians and Jews were admitted to our
universities, the_,qmoé‘t enlightened in the world in those days,
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the precursors of the Renaissance. What was their fate when

. Christendom' prevailed and we were massacred, despoiled, and
hounded out? Thousands of them fled to Turkey from the
tender mercies of the Inquisition—Europe’s Inquisition, never
England’s I—and their descendants may be seen there, peaceful
and respected, "at the present day.

In one respect the Muslim Empire, whatever may have
been its faults at different times, remained for centuries far
more eunlightened and more’ civilized than any Christian
country : this most important matter of religious tolerance.

The Qur-an says :—

“Verily those who believe—i.e. the Muslims—and those
who keep the Jew’s religious rule, and the Christians and the
Sabaeans, whosoever believes in Allah and the Last Day dnd
does good works, their reward is with their Lord and there shall
no fear come upon them neithet shall they grieve.”

Islam is, in fact, the religion of tolerance; and though
Muslims have at times, and under provocation, shown as much
intolerance as their opponents, the sacred law prescribes in
detail their treatment of the Christians and the Jews, and even
in the worst of times—the times when Christendom regarded
any human creature not a Christian as natural food for fire here
and hereafter—that law has been obeyed. _

Such are the memories which the agitators for the “re-con-
version of St. Sophia” rouse throughout the Muslim world. They
are bitter memories, and doubly bitter from the fact of their revival
by some English people, reckoned civilized, at a timewhen Muslims
werecontent to count them dead and buried. If Islamisareligion
of ‘tolerance compared with Christianity, it is also a religion of
free thought. By the triumph of free thought and not by
an); effort of the Churches, has religious freedom come
at last to Western lands. Islam can claim a part in this
development, but not Christianity. The Churches have
opposed it step by step and tooth and nail.- But the
influence of Islam traceable in the Renaissance as well as in
the Reformation did help to liberate the thought of Europe
from its stupefying bondage to ecclesiasticism. The British
Government of to-day, which accords equal rights before the
law to all its subjects of whatever creed, judging entirely by'
works without regard to faith, may fairly be regarded as a
“Muslim Government, in accordance with the teaching of the
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Qur-an and the Prophet, as such commanding the allegiance
of its Muslim subjects. But Muslims also owe allegiance to the
Caliph, who is the Sultan of Turkey. The British Government
has recognized this fact for more than a century, and has
shaped its policy accordingly—when predatory Europe wished
to treat the Muslim Empire as a State outside the law of
nations, its Muslim peoples as devoid of human rights merely
because they were not Christian and commercial. Thefeforg
the Muslims, who compose about a quarter of the total popula-
tion of the British realm, look to the British Government at this
great crisis of their fate with confidence that it will represent
not only England and the Ehglish-speaking peoples, but the
whole empire ; that it will not ignore the feelings of so great
a multitude of British subjects, nor favour the vindictive zeal of
their fanatical opponents who, though they make so great a
noise, are few in number, for the majority of English Christians
prize fair play above fanaticism, '

: MARMADUKE PICKTHALL.

PEVENSEY, SussiX, February 25, 1919,

ARMAGEDDON
By Appur Aziz Peacu

SINCE that fateful day, four years ago, when the heavens
split with the crash of Armageddon, the entire world has
been baptized 1n blood. Blood. Red, warm, human blood.
There is blood -everywhere ; the skies are red with blood,
the seas are stained and the continents of the world reek
of blood. Our hands are red with blood, our bodies are
polluted. The nations of the world rock and reel at death-
grips, waist-deep in blood, with hearts volcanic in their
maniacal fury, amid the awful thunder of guns, the crashing
of shells, the clash of reddened steel, insane shouts of victory,
fiendish yells of triumph, and heartrending groans of agony.
This is Armageddon. This is the state to which the hunran
race has been reduced, a state far below that of the pre-
historic savages who fought fairly in hand-to-hand conflict
with stone axe and spear. This is the Armageddon which
1s battering at the bulwarks of civilization and tearing at
the throat of humanity. .

But, warriors of the Crescent! hearken ! Pay heed—
if your Christian brothers are deaf. There is another Arma-
geddon, another conflict, more deadly, taking place in the
midst of mankind. There is a foe, far more terrible
than any human foe, far more tenacious and implacable
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WAR AND RELIGION

I

THE PRACTICE AND THE VIEWS OF TWO
RELIGIONS

THEY call Islam a religion of the sword; and Christianity
they call a religion of pure love. Yet Christians, in their
history, have resorted to the sword repeatedly ; Christian
nations, just as much as Muslim nations, pride themselves
on warlike prowess, and a majority of professed Christians
at this moment would maintain that war is nowise contrary
to their profession.

If you had gone to morning or evening service at an
English church any day during the late most awful of all
wars—a war in which the most enlightened Christian nations
of the world were using all their efforts, all their ingenuity,
to invent efficient means for destroying one another—in
any English church, I say, you would have heard the priest
intone :—

“ Give peace in our time, O Lord!”
and the congregation answer :—

“ Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but
coly Thow, O God!”

That prayer was becoming and natural upon the hpc
of the early Christians, who, obedient to some well-known
words of Jesus Christ, regarded it as wicked to defend them-
selves ; and who in any case were much too weak to do se
with a reasonable prospect of success. But it does not
seem so becoming or so natural in the mouths of people
belonging to a mighty nation, which builds dreadnoughts,
submarines, and aeroplanes, and invents fresh weapons of
destruction every day—people who, in fact, are fighting
for themselves with all their might, and calling half the
nations of the world to come and fight for them—people
who imprison those among them who, like the early Christians,
think it wicked to defend themselves.

Jesus, they will tell you, himself said: I come not
to bring peace among you, but a sword.” The sword in
that case meant division only—division in the family, especi-
ally between the believing and the unbelieving members.
But, supposing that it did mean war, would not the saying
then be contradictory of many other of the well-known

; 129 M
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