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THE HOLY QUR-AN

With English Translation and Commentary,
printed on high-class India paper, and bound in
green flexible leather, is now ready. Price 22s.*
Prospectus and sample pages sent free on appli-
cation. Cloth-bound Edition, price 16s., postage
extra. Prices in India: India paper, Rs. 20; cloth
bound, Rs. 17. Apply in India to Ishaat-Islam
Office, Nowlakha, Lahore.

Qur-an Class.—We are sorry to note that, owing to the iliness of the
Imam, there will be no Qur-dn classes for the present, The students
will be informed when the classes are taken up again,

Friday Prayer and Sermon.—At the London Musiim Prayer House,
every Friday, at 1.30 p.m.

Service, Sermon and Lectures every Sunday at the Muslim Prayer
House (111, Campden Hill Road, Notting Hill Gate, W. 8), at
3.15 p.m,, and at the Mosque, Woking, at 3.15 p.m.

* The rise in the price of book-binding has compelled us to increase
the price. We advise our cnstomers abroad to send us 2s, 6d. extra, to
cover insurance fee, and thus to secure the book against loss through
enemy action,
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ISLAMIC REVIEW
 NOTES

WE are able to announce now that Khwaj# Kamaluddin,
who had been keeping indifierent health since the beginning
of October, will be able to return to work soon. He has
had a long change, which seems to have done him good,
and it is expected that before long he will be in a much
befter state of health., It is greatly satisfying that he
received the news of the great bereavemert that has befallen
him' quietly .and with Muslim resignation. Full reference
to the same will be found on the next page. We trust in
this dire calamity he would seek refuge in Allah, the. only
Healer of wounded hearts. ‘

The Society of London Muslims was fairly active during
October and November, a brief report of its work having
been given in our last issue. We are gladto add the following
as the programme of its work during the month of Decem-
ber :—December 1st, Mr. Syed Ehsan El Bekry,‘on “ Islam
and the Muslim Home ”’; December 8th, Mr. S. H. Riza,
on ‘“ Islam, a Great Moral Idea " ; December 15th, Mr. Syed
Ehsan El Bekry, on *“ Thé Place of Islam in Worldly Deal-
ings ” ; December 22nd, Mr. Dudley Wright. We have made
arrangements to publish the sermons given at the London
Muslim House in the REVIEW, as well as in pamphlet form.

Friday prayers at the London Muslim Prayer House are
being held as usual, speakers being Mr. Khwaja Ismail,
Syed Ehsan El Bekry, and Mr. Abdul Qayum Malik.

ApuESION To IsLaM.—We are glad to note that Mr.
D. V. Anderson, Marble Arch, London, has joined us with his
declaration in our Faith and has embraced Islam.

IncReASE of One Shilling in the annual price of the
REvIEW. We are compelled to do it owing to further rise
in the printers’ and other charges. -

. A SAD LOSS

“ BgLovep Bashir has been called back. Sorrowfully we
submit.” , ' )

The above _Were the terms of an Indian cable received
suddenly by Khwaja Kamaluddin {from Maulvi Muhammad
Ali. ‘

Kh. Bashir Ahmad was the name of Mr. Kamaluddin’s-

eldest son. He was in the full prime of youth—only
: 2



A SAD LoSS

two and twenty years of age. .He ‘graduated when only
twenty, and was 3 popular athlete in . hig’ college.
Physica.lfy a “strong-built young ‘man and of such sweet
and obliging disposition that everybody who came in contact
with him liked him. ' A

" The Musalmans have been taught by the Holy Qur-an
and the Holy Prophet to repeat ‘the words Innd Lillaj; va
inna ilaihe rajioon (“For Allah we are and to Him we
return”’) whenever they hear of -any sad catastrophe of
the kind that the cable brought from India,

Repeatedly in the Qur-an they have been advised :
“Stand firm in calamities.” * The wording of the cable
which announced the sad news repeated the above words,
which cannot but have a calming effect upon the minds
of every Muslim. He must submit to the command of
recall from. the High Above with resignation. It is no doubt
difficult to do so on such oceasions as the present one : but
the bereaved father in’ this . case resignedly submitted to
Divine Will, ‘ - ‘

The loss of a young man of promise in the prime of life
would have been sad in any case. What adds more to the

melancholy is that the young man had promised to devote

. In fact, he had already devoted himself to. the sacred
work.,  After grad.ua.ting he had given up all ‘worldly
ambitions and secular undeftakings. He had given up the
idea of devoting himself to any paying profession for which
he had received his education, The two years after his
B.A. he had spent in learnjng Arabic and in studying the
traditions- and life' of the Holy Prophet. He had taken
upon himself to translate the TsLaMIc RevVIEW in the Urdu
language for the general benefit of his countrymen. He was
warned by his father that the religious work required great
sacrifices. He was young. He had good prospects. He
was married and lately he had a son born to him. It js
naturally difficult for yduh_g meﬁ-‘to be sacrificing—to give
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up good prospects. But Bashir Ahmad never wavered
for a second to decide upon that sacrifice. He was deter-
mined to devote himself whole-heartedly to religious work
and to pass all his future life in humility and even penury.
It was a noble determination. He was ready to leave his
home, his wife, his child, and to come to England to
take up his work. But the inscrutable Destiny had ordained
otherwise. It is regrettable to note that just at the time
when he was arranging to start for the sacred work at
Woking he was called back. How sad! How disappoint-
ing! There is no doubt that every Musalman, young
or old, man or woman, is a missionary of his beloved
religion, but there are not many young men who cheer-
fully sacrifice their future prospects and devote them-
selves whole-heartedly to the religious missionary work.
This still further intensifies. the loss suffered by Musalmans
by the death of Bashir Ahmad. It is not easy to find a
substitute. These are unpropitious days for Muslims. The
sudden loss of Bashir Ahmad adds to the sadness. The
death of Bashir Ahmad is not merely a personal loss to
Mr. Kamaluddin, it is a loss to the Woking Mission—a loss
to Muslims generally—a loss to all those who are in-
terested in this Mission, which by combating atheism
and irreligiousness in England is furthering the cause not
dnly of Islam but of religion generally.

: AL-QIDWAL
14tk November, 1918,

IsLamic ReviEw.—And do not speak of those who are
slain in Allah’s way as dead ; nay, (they are) alive, but you
do not perceive.

And We will most certainly try you with somewhat
of fear and hunger and loss of property and lives and fruits ;
and give good news to the patient,

Who, when a misfortune befalls them, say: Surely we
are Allah’s, and to Him we shall surely return.

Those are they on whom are blessings and mercy from
their Lord, and those are the followers of the right course.
—AL-QUR-AN, ii. I54-7.

* Later cable makes the loss sadder. The tragedy was complete.

Khwaja Bashir Ahmad and his wife died together. The little son
followed his parents to the celestial abode a few days later,
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HISTORY OF NOAH
THE SPIRIT OF ISLAM

WHEN war and pestilence were rife, and dear ones passed
away,

Sublimest Faith supported us, enabling us to pray _

For hearts most throughly purified, for minds like saints
of ‘old, A

And souls attuned to those whom Thou hast garnered in
Thy fold.

O grant that in our simple Faith—Surrender to Thy Will-—

We may show love to Thee and Thine, nor doubt Thy power
to fill

With joy our lives as on we pass, and sorrows leave behind,

Looking to Thee, our only Guide, The Light of all mankind.

. "EL Farrog.

HISTORY OF NOAH
As GIVEN IN THE QUR-AN.

Certainly We sent Noalk to his people, so he said : O my
people ! serve Allah, you have no god other than Him ; surely
I fear for you the chastisement of a gricvous day.

The chiefs of his people said: Most surely we sec Vou
in clear error.

He said : O my people! there is no error in me, but I
an an apostle from the Lovd of the worlds :

I deliver to you the messages of my Lord, and I offer you
good advice, and I know from Allah what you do not know :

What! do you wonder that a reminder has come to you
Jrom your Lord through a man from among you, that he might
warn you and that you might guard (against evil), and so that
mercy may be shown fo you ?

But they called him a liar, so We delivered him and those
with him in the ark, and We drowned those who rejected Our
communications ; surely they were a blind people.—AL-
QUR-AN, vii. 50-64.

References to Noah and his history are contained
in the following places ig the Holy Qur-an —3:%2, 6: 85,
7:59-64, 10:71-73, I1:2548, 14:9, 17: 3, 2I: 76,
775 23:23-29, 25 37. 26 : 105-122, 29 : 14, 15; 37:75-82,
51:46, 53:52, 54:9-16, 58: 26, 66 : 10, 69 : IT-12, 7T : 1-28.

Fuller references to the deluge and the making of the
ark are contained in 11:37-48 and 23:27-29. It may
be noted here, however, that the Holy Qur-an does not
support the theory of a world deluge, for it plainly states
here that Noaly was sent only to kis people, i.e. not to all
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the nations. The Holy Qur-an says that only the people to
whom Noah delivered his message called him a liar, and
that only those were drowned who rejected Our communi-
cations, i.e. the message of Allah delivered through Noah.
Hence the deluge only affected the territory of Noah's
people. not the whole warld, as the Bible would have us
believe. This is one of the many important points in which
the Holy Qur-an differs from the Bible, and the truth is
once more on the side of the Holy Qur-an.

It should be borne in mind in reading the histories of
the prophets as given in the Holy Qur-an that the object
of the Qur-an is not to narrate history as such, but to bring
out certain characteristics of the histories of different nations,
to mention incidents which contained prophetic allusion
to the Holy Prophet’s life, illustrating the general warnings
made regarding the ultimate consequences attendant upon
the rejection of truth. The Qur-an does not concern itseli
with the details of what messages a prophet delivered to
his people and of how he was received ; it simply contents
itself with the broad facts that every prophet preached
Divine Unity, every prophet laid stress on piety, every
prophet was received with severe opposition, and that each
of these messengers ultimately succeeded in establishing
the truth. This, with slight wvariations, is the sum and
substance of the histories of the prophets that are recorded
in the Holy Qur-an. It is not, as stated by a Christian critic,
‘““the experience of Muhammad ” that is recorded in the
histories of prophets, but it is the experience of the prophets
containing a prophetical allusion to the experience of the
Holy Prophet. This is clear from the fact that the histories
of the prophets relating the destruction of their opponents
are contained chiefly in Meccan revelations, whereas at
Mecca the opponents of the Holy Prophet were at the zenith
of their power and the cause of the Prophet was to all
appearance hopeless, while during the Medinite revelations |
the enemy was vanquished, so there was not much necd
to mention the history of earlier prophets and their opposers.

MUuHAMMAD ALL

THE RELIGION OF PHILOSOPHY
By Guram MusTAPHA K};AN, B.A. (Alig.).

PuirosopHy has invariably played an important réle in the

civilization and culture of the human society. It has given

a deeper insight into the mystery of life and has made the

life more or less worth living. The Hindu Philosophy of

the ancient times made the Hindu nation what it was in the
6
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times of old; and when the six famous schools of Hindu
Philosophy faded away, the glory of the nation was over,
Similarly the - superstructure of the Roman - Empire was
erected on the foundation of the Stoic Philosophy. The
central doctrine of the Stoics was the utter indifference to
the pleasures and pains of life. This was somewhat like the
Hindu Philosophy of Maya, which preached that the things
we sce in the world were mere creatures of our own imagina-
tion, having no reality in themselves. The Stoics believed that
the pains and pleasures of life are nothing but the images
conjured up by our own brain. This was, however, not true
tolife, and therefore it had very little bearing on the practical -
sphere. Seneca, the great exponent of Stoicism, wrote a
treatise eulogizing the poverty and denouncing the wealth ;
but he himself was the richest man that ever lived in the
world. He praised the humble cottages of the poor while
his beautiful villas stood high in the air “ talking with the
sky.” . He admired obscurity, but he himself was p;ractically
a candidate to the throne of the Roman Empire. Thus his
whole Philosophy was a mere sham. It was only on his
lips or in books, and was never translated into his deeds. It
had no influence on his practical life, and therefore it could
not have any influence upon anybody else. The realities
of life cannot be obliterated by sheer force of imagination.
No amount of Stoic sophistry can make a widow believe
that she has lost nothing in the sad death of her loving
husband, who was a source of comfort and solace to her.
Thus the old pagan Philosophy was meant only to please the
. fancy, and was not fit to be carried out in the practical life.

The New Philosophy of Bacon has turned the old schools
of Philosophy topsy-turvy. It has brought a new light
and a new force of reasoning. It says that we ought to believe
in observation only—things which we see with our own eyes,
Thus it is diametrically opposite to the Old Philosophy, which
was based upon the imagination and supposition. But this
new force also is quite impotent in making up the human
character. For instance, a man is, perchance, deprived of
his “two iegs. The modern Philosophy will analys% the
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sequences of this calamity : the poor fellow will have no
chance of walking freely ; he will be a cumbersome burden on
society ; he will be looked down upon by his kith and kin,
and so. on. In short, his life will be a drudgery of troubles
and pains. . Do you think that such ideas will not make the
man’s life more painful ? And if there is nothing beyond
our ordinary vision, if we are born simply to live, eat,
chatter, and die, the life is certainly not worth living. That
is why, I think, the cases of suicide are frequent in
European countries. In short, the Philosophy of Bacon is
too materialistic and does not satisfy the spiritual side of
humanity. Unfortunately, Bacon himself cut a very poor
figure so far as human character was concerned.

The Philosophy of Islam strikes the golden mean. It
does not - ignore the hard realities of life, nor it asserts
that this world is the be-all and the end-all of human
life. It is neither altogether devoid of imagination and
sentiments like Bacon’s Philosophy, nor is it entirely idealistic
and imaginative like the Philosophy of Seneca. Islamic
Philosophy takes the life as it is, full of chances and opp.of'-
tunities, of pleasures and pains. But it does not say that
there is no hereafter. It takes the life as a trial, a furnace
in which human metal is tested. Our present life is a stage
of the next one, and we are required to work here honestly
and faithfully in order to reap a good harvest in the next.
So this world of ours is not our ultimate goal, but certainly
it affords means to attain the GoaL. This is the Philosophy
of Islam, and it has exerted a marvellous effect on the
moral character of mankind. It was through the influence
of this practical Philosophy, that has a bright and hopeful -
future before it, that the Arabs were raised from the nadir
of degradation and poverty to the zenith of civilization and
prosperlty



THE LONDON MUSLIM HOUSE
SERMONS

I -
THE ESSENCE AND MISSION OF RELIGION
By DubpLEY WRIGHT.

THERE is probably no expression or term in any language
which has been more abused than that of *“ religion.” There
are few, cven among those who seldom cross the threshold
of church or chapel, who would care to be called irreligious
or to be described as having no religion, although none could
be more scant in their observance of religious forms and
ceremonies. They like to be thought as being in possession
of a form of godliness, although the power which should
characterize its possession is lacking. To the majority of
so-called religious people religion is merely a philosophy,
something to be talked about, discussed, and argued, but
not to be put into practice. Indeed, in excuse for this
absence of dynamic power, it may be admitted that seme
forms of the Christian faith cannot be practised, except in
part, for the simple reason that they are impracticable.
They have become so overclouded with dogmas and opinions
that whatever practical application they may once have
possessed in their earlier history has become difficult of
demonstration at the latter stage because of the develop-
ment of doctrine. For example, what practical influence
upon life and character can be exercised by a belief, however
strongly held and expressed, in the Trinity, the Immaculate
Conception, the Assumption of the Virgin Mary, or the
Infallibility of the Pope ? What is there to cheer the heart
or to lead to a practical demonstration of a religious life in
subscription to the Thirty-nfne Articles, the Vatican Decrees,.
or the Westminster Confession? How will an argument
concerning the particular colour or shape of a vestment
help us to overcome temptation ?  Shall we find any practical
guide tb a perfect life on earth in the acceptance or reiteration
9 B



