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THE HOLY QUR-AN

With English Translation and Commentary,
printed on high-ciass India paper, and bound in
green flexible leather, is now ready. Price 22s.*
Prospectus and sample pages sent free on appli-
cation. Cloth-bound Edition, price 16s., postage
extra. Prices in India: India paper, Rs. 20; cloth
bound, Rs. 17. Apply in India to Ishaat-Islam
Office, Nowlakha, Lahore.

Qur-an Class.—We are sorry to note that, owing to the illness of the
Imam, there will be no Qur-dn classes for the present. The students
will be informed when the classes are taken up again.

Friday Prayer and Sermon.—At the London Muslim Prayer House,
every Friday, at 1.30 p.m.

Service, Sermon and Lectures every Sunday at the Muslim Prayer
House (111, Campden Hill Road, Notting Hill Gate, W. 8), at
3.15 p.m,, and at the Mosque, Woking, at 3.15 p.m.

* The rise in the price of book-binding has compelled us to increase
the price.  We advise our customers abroad to send us 2s. 6d. extra, to
cover insurance fee, and thus to secure the book against loss through
enemy action, )
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NOTES

WE are extremely delighted to learn that Mr. Sadruddin,
B.A., B.T., will be again with us soon to resume his work
for the Mission. Those who had the good fortune of knowing
him—a man of unfailing and charming courtesy and selfless
devotion to the cause—can easily determine the extent to
which the success of the Mission was due to him. Although
he left us two years ago under urgent medical advice, yet
after a very short holiday in India he has incessantly applied
himself to the service of the community. We are looking
forward with eager expectation to meeting him once more
and benefiting from his valuable companienship and co-
operation. We hope be will restart the Qur-an class, which
has been in abeyance so long.

Regular Sunday meetings are being held at the London
Muslim.Prayer House. We are glad to announce that a new
series of lectures on the important subject of “ The War and
Religion " has been inaugurated by Mr. Marmaduke Pick-
thall. In order to give the subject a detailed treatment he
has divided it into various sections, and expounded them
most learnedly one by one. .

We give below a list of the various features of the
problem, together with their dates.

26th January .. .. Views of Two Religions.

2nd February .. .. Religion of the European War.
gth February .. .. The Prophet’s Warfare,

16th February .. .. Jehad.

2nd March .+ .. The Law of Life.

23rd February, ‘ Principles of Sacrifice,” Mr. Dudley
Wright. :

Sunday afternoon lectures are being held as usual at the
Mosque, Woking, speakers being Mr. C. S. Salman and Mr.
Abdul Qayum Malik.

ADHESION TO IsLaM.—We are glad to announce the
declaration of adhesion to Islam of an honourable lady

whose interest in Muslim countries has for long been keen.
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THE OBJECT OF LIFE
By Mustara KHAN, B.A. (ALIG)

WHENCE are we coming, and where going to? And for
what purpose? These are the questions which have in-
variably set sages a-thinking. But the human intellect
has not been so far able to work out the problem. Philoso-
phers have differed, and the variety of their opinions makes
the question more intricate and complex. There are men
who say that we are sent here as mere toys of nature, which
plays with us and destroys us as a child destroys his play- .
things when he is tired of them. There are others who
think that in the vast ocean of the shoreless eternity our
lives are mere bubbles created by chance on the surface
of water, only to disappear by the dash of a strong ripple,
which gives birth to other bubbles; and so on.

Both of these views present a very- gloomy aspect of
human life. They mean that our life has no definite end,
but we are only the creatures of chance or accident. We
are aimlessly thrown here to live and die. We have no
aim to fulfil, and no duty to perform. It is this idea that
has been beautifully and tersely expressed in the following
couplet : “ Neither I am a blossoming branch, nor a shady
tree. I wonder why the gardener planted me.” But if this
be the correct interpretation of our existence, the life couid
have no meaning. Do we toil and bustle for nothing?
Do we come here without any responsibility ? If this is
the case there is no earthly reason why we should not put
an end to this life and get rid of its worries. It is not
worthy of a rational being to live aimlessly. But rational
beings cannot live aimlessly. It is a fallacy. If they have
no aim what is the use, on earth, of their reason? And
if we ponder a little over the universe we will come to know
that even the meanest creature of the world is working and
fulfilling some object which is divinely ordained. The sun
shines and gives heat and light ; the moon sheds her bright
rays which ripen fruits and harvest. The spring comes
and gives blossoms to trees, the autumn sheds the golden
leaves of trees, which by their death give life to the dead
land. Thus even the decayed and the fallen leaves of trees
are a source ot animation to the earth. Do you think,
then, that only man is walking here aimlessly ? No; like
all other creatures he has as great a task before him as is

“worthy of his life. The Holy Qur-an says: “ We did not
create heaven and earth, and what is between them,
for sport.” v .

This directly refutes the theory that the earth is a play-

ground of nature. It is clear enongh from the above-
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quoted verse that everything in the -world has a certain
aim, which it fulfils; but another verse of the holy book
is still clearer on the point: ‘‘ To Him submits whatever
is in the heavens or earth, willingly or unwillingly ; and to
Him shall they be returned.”

" The book of nature bears ample testimony to the
truth of these words. Every atom of the world is playing
the part assigned to it, and thus is contributing to the success
of the cREAT causE. The flowers wither after shedding
their sweet smell; the birds sing their beautiful songs.
But what is the part of man?

The holy book says: ‘I have not created the jin and
the men except that they should serve Me.” Man has,
therefore, been created for the service of the Supreme
Being. But it is plain enough that God does not stand
in need of service just as we require the services of our
attendants and servants. He is independent of all such
requirements. Hence His service means the obedience to
His laws and the active service to His creatures. Thus,
the object of human life is to serve the cause of the
universe, and to work for the good of all. What a sublime
object !

A Muslim is, then, expected to be a faithful devotee to
the laws of God and an honest worker in the cause of man-
kind. He ought to work in all branches of human activity
which may contribute to the happiness and prosperity
of the world. He should study science, and disclose the
various properties of matter in order to make it useful
for his fellow beings. He should investigate the laws of
nature which govern the atomic world in order to conquer
it for the general well-being of humanity. He should do his
best to redeem mankind of all sorts of servitude—-mental,
physical, and political. In short, a Muslim is expected to
live for others and not for himself. He is religiously enjoined
to serve mankind without any idea of compensation,
as he has been created for this. His motto, therefore, is
to serve for the sake of service, and not for any reward.

THE GREAT HEREAFTER

By EiL Farooq (LorD HEADLEY)

THE idea of the culmination of all our thoughts and aspi-
rations is of such vast importance to every living soul that
no words can touch the fringe of its magnitude—no mind-
picture of glorious form and colour can even indicate the
possible loveliness and grace of the final merging of our souls
with the Infinite. :
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That consummation devoutly to be wished, and, as
Pope has said,

Which still so near us, yet beyond us lies—
O’er-looked, seen double by the fool and wise—

is born in us and yet is more exquisite and distant from us
than the rose-fingered glory of early dawn when viewed
from the lofty snow-clad peaks of the Himalayas. The
spirit-world is in our complex nature so inseparably blended
with swiftly coursing blood that the amalgam defies human
analysis. But it is there all the same, and it is futile
to attempt to separate that which God has joined with
infinite care and infinite love. For simile we know that
we can analyse the constituents of milk—that blessed fluid
which gave us all our first strength—but no chemist has yet
succeeded in producing the real article by any combinations
of water with the well-known and recognized constituents.

Now, how to arrive at the -Great Hereafter ? Priests
have from the earliest times arrogated to themselves the
functions of leaders or guides to heaven, and they have
always let it be thoroughly understood that as professional
sky-pilots ”’ they alone could conduct the erring one in
the straight path. They have from the very first gone on
the assumption that man was a poor fool who could very easily
be taught to believe almost any weird dogmatic statement
with respect to the future state, or any other state for the
matter of that. They have ever pretended that they held
the keys of heaven, as well as that particular lamp which
could alone illumine the path to the better land.

At the same time they have been perfectly well aware,
as educated men, that the keys of heaven are already in
the hands of every created human being, and that the Great
Creator ever speaks to every soul out of the leaves of the
trees, the clouds of the sky, the mighty rushing of the wind,
and that still small voice of conscience, within the very
being, which tells of right and wrong, of goodness and bad-
ness, and of love and hate. Those innermost whisperings
of the soul of man need but the slightest explanation or
direction, and the assistance necessary should be forthcoming
without the costly intervention of priest or parson, or indeed
any devil-dodger of any denomination. Far be it from me
to hint that vast benefits have not been secured by the
ministrations of the band of worthy men who have devoted
their lives to the improvement of the condition of mankind
and the direction of thoughts from sordid everyday sur-
roundings to a contemplation of that future which matters
so very much to us all. No, I would not detract from any
of the gratitude we owe to professional sky-pilotage, but
I would draw very serious attention to the fact that with
very few exceptions these well-paid permanent officials of
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the preliminary box-office of the greatest show we can
conceive are educated men, holding University degrees, and
1 do say with every confidence and all due respect that ¢
is impossible for them really to believe that salvation really
depends upon a belief in, say, the Divinity of Christ, the Trinaty,
the Sacraments, or. the avoidance of what they are pleased to
quite gratuilously dub *‘ deadly sin.”” Not one in a thousand
of these well-educated gentlemen really believes in his heart
of hearts (which God Almighty can even now see into and
judge) that a man will be damned if he is unable to ‘‘ think
of the Trinity” in a particular way any more than he would
be damned for thinking that it might be breakfast-time.
What, in the name of all that is fair and square and above-
board, can it matter to God what any one thinks of the
Trinity, or of Trinity House either for the matter of that ¢
What God does certainly (so I humbly opine and truly
believe) examine and long for, is a right spirit within all
His creatures, a longing for Him and His grace, and the
existence of that love for others which can alone bring real
satisfaction to the dwellers on this earth. It is “duty to
God and neighbour ” which is everything—nothing what-
ever matters in comparison to that. The whole duty of
man is contained in these five words, and yet the monks
of old, with devilish cunning, devised all sorts of specious
complications, about as genuine as the cheese of which
the moon is made: and, mark you, they did this solely for
the purpose of gaining and relaiwing a secure hold on the
people, so that they could be sure of making a good income out
of the fees which their ** Church " allowed them to charge for
explanations. How well they have established this spurious
authority is shown by history, and how well they have
retained their hold on the credulous is common knowledge.
The Christians look to their priests and those monuments
of useless extravagance, the bishops, to guide them, and
they are idolators pure and simple, for they worship the
Virgin Mary, whom they blasphemously call ‘ the Mother
of God,” and her saintly son, our Lord and Prophet Jesus
Christ. 1 often wonder what our Lord, whose estimate
and animadversions on the subject of Pharisees and hypo-
crites are delightfully refreshing reading, would say if he
could come to life again on this earth and witness the
shocking taking of God’s name in vain and the awful blas-
phemies of the so-called Churches !

The Athanasian Creed, that monument of monkish
trickery, contains such blasphemies as these :—* Perfect
God, and perfect Man: of a reasonable soul and human
flesh subsisting ; Equal to the Father, as touching his God-
head ; and inferior to the Father, as touching his Manhood.
Who although he be God and Man : yet he is not two, but
one Christ. . .~. One altogether; not by confusion of
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Substance: but by unity of Person.” Again:—‘ The
Father is made of none: neither created nor begotten.
The Son is of the Father alone: not made, nor created,
but begotten. The Holy Ghost is of the Father and of the
Son : neither made, nor created, nor begotten, but proceeding.
So there is one Father, not three Fathers ; one Son, not three
Sons: one Holy Ghost, not three Holy Ghosts. And in this
Trinity none is afore, or after other : none is greater, or less
-than another. But the whole three Persons are co-eternal
together : and co-equal. So that in all things, as aforesaid:
the Unity in Trinity, and the Trinity in Unity is to be
worshipped. He therefore that will be saved : must thus
think of the Trinity. . . . This is the Catholic Faith : which
except a man believe faithfully, he cannot be saved.” There
is a great deal more in this precious ‘‘ creed ’ (Credat Judeus
Apella l), but 1 will not waste more of my paper on it. It
is indeed a mercy that there is only one of these precious
‘“holy ghosts” moving around—three of them would be
altogether unbearable. _

If we are to believe the recorded history as handed down
to us, Christ was not always ‘‘ perfect” in his conduct:
he frequently lost his temper in an unjustifiable manner :
for instance, when he turned the money-changers out of
the Temple and when he cursed the helpless tree which
turned out to be barren when he wanted a nice luscious
meal of juicy fruit. The more experienced and far more
considerate Prophet Muhammad would never have been
guilty of such childish petulancy: He, Muhammad, would
probably have said in similar circumstances: ‘° The poor
tree is dead ; never mind, God will provide us other means
of quenching our thirst; we will wait His good pleasure.”
If I myself had been tramping under an eastern sun all
day—as, indeed, I often have in India—and I had found
a tree as disappointing as Christ’s particular fig-tree, I
might have said (I don’t say I showld): ‘“ Why, ... it,
the wretched tree is as sapless as a broom-handle.” And
had I done this I am sure God would not have punished
me for the excusable lapse from strictly drawing-room
language. Christ’s followers seem to have rather overrated
the value of a good many of his sayings, which were often
the reverse of wonderful so excessively commonplace were
they. But he gave the messages from God: he gave the
prayer divinely taught, and he gave the Sermon on the
Mount ; and if he had only given these he would have done
enough. - His insolence to his parents on several occasions
and his intolerance and hasty temper were indications of
a poor state of health and a lamentable want of self-control :
compare this with the noble and chivalrous conduct of
the Holy Prophet of Arabia, and the contrast stands out
with marked prominence.
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But to return to our priests. These personal conductors
of unattached souls have from the very first recognized the
enormous value of that great asset ‘“ humbug,” and have
found it pretty easy to bamboozle credulous persons—
especially women, who are always ready to swallow whole
any balderdash which a man in a nightgown chooses to
throw at them from a place called a pulpit, or *“ cowards’
castle’ as it has been sometimes called.

The Muslim Faith, ““ Islam,” or obedience and surrender
to God and beneficence to all one’s fellow-creatures, recog-
nizes no necessity for *“ go-betweens " : no need of prophets,
priests, virgins, or saints as intermediaries. Each human
being can approach the Mercy Seat of God outside what
he can obtain direct from his Maker. Sacraments, the
Divinity of Christ, the Trinity, and all the rest of the sacer-
dotal camouflage with which the Christian Churches obscure
the presence of Allah, are but as mists rising out of the
swamp of monkish tomfoolery.

Islam says, ““Do your duty to your God and to your neigh-
bour, and you need no further introduction or recommen-
dation to the Almighty.” The extremely unsatisfactory and
unfair expedient of shedding the blood of an innocent man
in order to propitiate an angry God is looked upon as
childish by the Muslims. As I have often said before, it
is grotesque to worship a deity who, because something
goes wrong and sin creeps in somewhere, becomes so in-
censed that he kills his only son in order to propitiate him-
self ; or, since some people say that Christ was or is God,
the Supreme Being has to commit suicide because He has
left out something from his calculations ! It always reminds
me of a spoilt schoolgirl smashing in the waxen face of her
best doll because some of the sawdust has come out of
one of its legs.

No wonder that our men prefer playing golf to going
to church; it is not that they are more irreligious than of
yore, it is simply that they are better educated and that
they therefore don’t want to sit in a building to have their
intelligence outraged without so much as a chance of
calling in question the statements made with such assurance
by the smug saver of souls at £500 or £600 per annum.

Contrast all this with the Islamic practice : any earnest
Muslim can conduct a service in the Mosque. To be sure
we have an Imam who from experience or zeal is well
_qualified to conduct the service, but he is not a necessity
to the Mosque any more than is the man who calls to prayer.
We all love our own dear brother who conducts our services,
whether he be the Khwaja Kamaluddin or Sadruddin,
but we don’t think anything very dreadful will happen if
either or both of them happens to be away and one of
the congregation has to conduct the service.
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The Christian clergy have made themselves very much
the objects of pity by the absurd manner in which they
have invented what they, and they alone, have been
pleased to call *“ deadly sins.”

They talk about the very natural coming together of
two healthy young people of opposite sex as a ‘‘ deadly
sin.””  Now, I should be very pleased to hear on what
authority outside their own pernicious and wnhealthy teachings
and man-made dogmas they arrive at this deplorable defini-
tions of deadly sin. I, of course, recognize the need of laws
and regulations respecting sex intercourse—such restric-
tions were established by the Holy Prophet of Arabia—but
I altogether refuse to agree with the proposition that *if
any one shall say the married state is to be preferred to the
state of virginity or celibacy, let him be accursed ”” (Canon of
the Council of Trent). According to my present lights—and
I have been spared beyond the span accorded to Jesus or to
the great reformer Martin Luther, and have spent the greater
part of forty-five years in meditation on the future life—I can
see very few ‘‘ deadly sins.” Amongst them I would place
the following:—Cruelty to the poor and helpless. Cruelty
to animals, our faithful dumb helpers in this life. Premedi-
tated and wilful murder. Taking away another’s husband
or wife. Taking away the character of another or destroying
a fair reputation. Taking forcibly from a woman that
which she does not give willingly.

TOLERANCE
By M. W. PICKTHALL

‘“And the Jews say the Christians follow nothing good, and the
Christians say the Jews-follow nothing good, and they are readers of
the Book. Those who have received no revelation use such talk as
that. Surely God will judge between them in the Day of Resurrection
concerning that in which they differ.”

I aM going to speak to you upon a subject which seems to
me the most important in the world—religious tolerance.
Time was when any one who dared to preach such tolerance
would have been crucified or burnt alive, or stoned to death
© by the devout, or, at any rate, wounld have had to fight hard
for his life as did our lord Muhammad. But now one is
allowed to stand up publicly and say it is desirable. That
does imply a certain progress in the world, whatever pessi-
mists may judge from late events. And it gives a special
opportunity to us as Muslims, who are students of the Sacred
Book and of the Prophet’s teaching, for in that book and
in that teaching is the Gospel, and the Canon of religious
tolerance. With Christians it is something secular, which
89
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has grown up in spite of their religion ; with us it is a part
of true religion, a part of the D1V1ne Law revealed to us
in the Qur-4n.

For ages, if we look back upon history, there would
seem to have been no such thing on earth, no such idea
even in existence among people who possessed religious
fervour. The followers of any creed regarded it as right
and natural to exterminate or to enslave the followers of
any other creed if they could get the chance. Men slaught-
ered those who differed from them in belief without com-
punction or remorse, imagining that by so doing they gave
pleasure to their deities, and cleansed the world of something
altogether impious, which had no right to live. That is
as much as to say that they had no true notion of Divinity.
The doctrine of the Unity of God, in Hebrew keeping, degen-
erated into that of a mere tribal deity, capricious, and
vindictive, a partizan whose cult involved the hatred of
all other peoples.

I think religious fanaticism the most devilish vice or
passion which can animate humanity. It has certainly
been the cause of more inhuman crimes than any other.
Great prophets have been sent by God at intervals to call
mankind into a better way of thinking, to remind them of
the truths they will forget : that God is One, the God of all
Creation, whose providence is over all alike ; too infinitely
great to think and act as mortals think ‘and act. All the
great prophets, I believe, proclaimed this truth from God;
but in the Scriptures which they left behind them we find

. no plam injunction of religious tolerance, except in the
Qur-an. Rehglous tolerance is of the very essence of I8lam.
‘The Qur-4n enjoins it, and Muhammad in his life as Prophet
and as ruler showed how it should be practised both in war
and peace. He it was who first announced in terms which
no one can misconstrue that Allah rewards the good of every
creed and nation, not according to what they believe, as
Jews and Christians thought—a good Jew was the same as
a good Christian in his eyes—but according to what they do,
the effort which they make to help humanity. We Muslims—
God forgive us !—who have the sacred words of mercy and of
toleration always before us, have often in our history fallen
into great intolerance. But let nobody suppose that, when
we do so, we are following the great example of Muhammad,
or the precepts of our Faith. No; when we do so, we lose
sight of that example. No; when we do so, we belie our
faith.

The Prophet fought, it is true. He overcame his enemies
by force of arms. It is one of the greatest ironies in human
history that all the greatest benefactors of mankind have
had to fight or die for their beliefs, because so many men
refused with anger the blessings which they came to bring.
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It is the greatest tragedy in human history that the Apostle
of religious tolerance and his disciples were forced to fight
repeatedly in self-defence.

Now hear the words of the Qur-dn:—

“ Verily those who believe {i.e. the Muslims) and those
who keep the Jews’ religious law, and the Christians and
the Sabaeans—whoever believes in God and the Last Day,
and does good works ; their reward is with their Lord, and
there shall no fear come upon them, neither shall they
grieve.”

“To Allah belong the East and the West, and whither-
soever you turn your faces, there is Allah’s purpose; for
Allah is widely-beneficent, all-knowing.

‘“ Righteousness does not consist in turning towards
the Fast or the West ; but righteousness is he who believes
in Allah and the Last Day, and the angels and the Scripture,
and the Prophets, and gives his wealth for Allah’s love to
relatives, and orphans, and poor people, and the wanderer,
and those who ask, and to set free the captives. And those
who keep up prayer, and pay the poor their due. And those
who keep their compact when they make one. And those
who are patient in distress and anguish, and conditions
of adversity. These are the truly righteous., These are
they who keep from wrong.

“ And they say: ‘None enters Paradise except a Jew
or a Christian.” Such are their own desires. Say: ‘ Bring
proof of that which you assert if you are truthful” Nay,
but he who turns his face entirely towards God while doing
good to men, verily his reward is with his Lord. And
there shall no fear come upon them, neither shall they
grieve.”

It seemed to our beloved Prophet, as it seems to us,
absurd that anybody should refuse so good a message.
He sent out his ambassadors to all the monarchs of the earth,
inviting them to a belief which should unite all thinking men.
And some of his ambassadors were slain, others insulted,
while only one or two obtained a careless hearing. It was
the treacherous and cruel murder of one of those ambassadors
by Christian officials, which led the Muslims into that long
war with the Byzantine Empire which made their name a
name of dread in Christian lands, and earned for them the
reputation of fanatics. Surely the fanaticism was not theirs.
Could anything surpass the tragic irony of the position of
the early Muslims, who desired the peace of all mankind,
obliged to fight against a host of men who bitterly resented
that desire? And that was after the Prophet had con-
quered his home enemies, the idolatrous Coreysh and their
confederates, who tried to extirpate the new religion, regard-
ing it as something impious because it went against their
tribal customs and established prejudice. :
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Now please to disabuse your mind of the impression,
if any of you have received it from your readings on this
subject, that Muhammad was fanatical or harsh in war,
or ever in his life played the aggressor. For twelve years
he was patient under cruel persecutions, although at any
time he could have raised a faction to protect him from
among the idolaters themselves. He bade his followers retire
from Mecca, and he himself eventually retired to a place,
ot which the people were more favourable to him; desiring
peace. It was only when his enemies were on the road
with a great army, meaning to hound him out of that retreat
and make an end of the community, that he proclaimed
to his disciples the command to fight. Anything that is
worth living for is worth fighting for if need arise. That
is the view of every healthy man. And surely nothing in
this world was ever better worth defending than the hope
of human progress, which Muhammad brought, than a
religion which could furnish texts like those which I have
quoted, new light to the world.

All the tolerance we see to-day in modern civilization
is traceable directly to the Christian Reformation and the
Renaissance. Gibbon traced the Reformation through the
Paulician sect to El Islam ; and the Renaissance of classic
learning would not have been possible if El Islam had not
been much more tolerant than Christianity, had not pre-
served the works of ancient learning which the Christians
burnt as sinful. If the Prophet and his little band of
followers had been exterminated, which would certainly have
been their fate if they had not resisted their assailants,
there would have been no such thought on earth as this
religious tolerance, no such ideal as human progress at the
present day. That is my belief, at any rate. It is not
for nothing, surely, that the words of the Qur-an already
quoted—

" Righteousness does not consist in turning your faces
towards the East or the West, but righteous is he who
believes in Allah and the Last Day, and the angels and the
Scripture, and the Proplets, and gives his wealth for love
of Allah to relations, orphans, and the needy . . .”

—it is not for nothing, surely, that those words are followed
immediately, in the text of the Qur-an, by the law of retali-
ation—that is, self-defence. As for those who say that
self-defence is wicked, let them try to hold their footing
without it in the world as it was in Muhammad’s time,
as it is in some countries to-day, a world of unrestrained
brute force. Those who run down self-defence to-day,
and will not fight for things they hold most dear, presume
upon the privileges won by fighting men of old, by men who
did defend what they considered right until it came to be
regarded as a part of civilization, Retaliation is a natural
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lawd of our existence, and all the natural laws are laws of
God.

But do not think that Muhammad, while obeying this
natural law, commanding men to fight in self-defence, for
the protection of the weak or helpless, and the redress of
wrong—do not think that he was merciless in warfare.

Many people seem to fancy that the Prophet made wax.
indiscriminately upon all idolaters, and showed no mercy
to idolaters, wherever found. That is not true. He never
even called idolaters Kuffir—the word they usually translate
as “infidels "—till after they had heard and had refused
the truth. Such a refusal in that time and place implied
a violent and armed hostility to El Islam. He never attacked
any of the pagan Arabs unless they had first attacked him
or betrayed. With several of their tribes he made alliances,
These friendly tribes became Muslims in the natural course,
for no one who had no objection to alliance with the Prophet
could long refuse adherence to a doctrine so far superior
to any current in Arabia, recommended as it. was by the
purity and upright conduct of the early Muslims.

In the Qur-an we find idolaters regarded, first, as foolish
people who have gone astray, yet not in any sense cut off
from Allah’s mercy. Only after they have heard the truth
and have rejected it with violence (that is, fought or plotted
for its overthrow) are they denounced as wicked. The prayer
of Abraham—

“Our Lord, forgive me and my parents and believers
in the day when all accounts are balanced,”

—that prayer was used habitually by the Prophet and
his companions. The parents of Abraham were idolaters,
So were the parents of Muhammad (may God bless him !),
of Ali, Omar, Abu Bekr, and ten thousand more. Yet they
were prayed for in the same breath as believers, that Allah
would extend His pardon to them at the Judgment Day.
I could give many other instances fo show that idolaters
who knew no better were not regarded as cut off from
Allah’s mercy. Only those who actively opposed Islam
when it was preached to them, and did their best to crush
it out by persecution and by force of arms—in other words,
who were atrociously intolerant—were treated as Kuffar,
as infidels ; and they deserved it. ) ;

Well, these Kuffar among the pagan Arabs, after trying
to destroy Islam by every means they could contrive, were
vanquished by the Muslims. Then they, too, embraced
Islam—not at the sword’s point, as has been represented,
but because brute force had been their only argument against
it. When force had failed them and enthroned the Muslims,
they believed. They became cringing converts.

It has been said that the Prophet (may God bless him !)
showed intolerance towards the heathen Arabs because,,
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after the fall of Mecca, he appointed a date after which
no idolater would be allowed to make thé pilgrimage. The
idolaters themselves had made the pilgrimage for centuries
with circumstances of idolatry and most degrading super-
stition. When Muhammad and his followers had desired
to make it with them according to the practice of a higher
faith, they were refused with insult. The idolaters had
tried by every means to keep the Muslims out. When
Muhammad, having grown too powerful to be despised,
obliged them upon one occasion to concede the privilege,
they did so with the worst grace in the world, and them-
selves retired from Mecca for the period which the Muslims
spent in their observances. There is no more striking
picture in all history than that of those idolaters watching
with wondering and jealous eyes from the surrounding
heights the servants of the One God in the house of idols,
taking no notice of the idols which they thought the glory
of the house. And but a few months later they were all
Mohammedans. They had tried to wreck Islam by warfare,
murder, persecution, treachery. And yet Muhammad, when
he conquered Mecca, pardoned them. Never was such
mercy witnessed in the world. before. He destroyed the
idols which defiled the House of God, saying :
“ Truth is come ; darkness departeth,”

and proclaimed a general amnesty, celebrating his victory
by donations to the needy and by freeing many fugitive
slaves. The Meccans were converted to a man ; but some,
no doubt, still hankered after the amusements of their former
state, the drunkenness, the gambling, the libertinage, and
the unlawful gains.

To let idolaters come every year in crowds to Meccan
territory would have been to countenance the creeping back
of all that wickedness, to help on the return of darkness to
the land. :

“If it had not been for God’'s repelling some men by
others,” says the Qur-an, *‘ the world would have gone all
to badness.”

So it-is. If Muhammad had let tolerance extend to
weakness, the land he saved would shortly have relapsed
to evil. The worship of Allah in spirit and in truth is better
than the cult of idols. A sober life is better than a drunken
one. Purity is- better than unbridled lust. Evil is not
equal with good, and evil where it shows its head must be
repressed, and sternly. That is the limit of religious toler-
ance fixed by the Prophet, who never persecuted any man,
nor as a ruler treated any man unjustly. He decreed that
after one year no idolaters would be allowed in Meccan
territory. Within a few years there were no idolaters in
all Arabia.

So much for the idolaters who actively opposed Islam. As
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for the Jews and Christians and all those who worship the
One God and look to the Day of Judgment—though their
priests and rabbis have obscured the truth with vain imagin-
ings, they are simply Muslims who have gone astray. Such
of them as do good works, and are not persecutors, are
counted on a par with Muslims. The Prophet extended
the most perfect tolerance to Jews and Christians, and
those religions have at all times been allowed in Muslim
lands. Those jews and Christians who attacked the Prophet
or betrayed him, he opposed or punished as the case might
be; but that did not impair his toleration of their faith,
nor did the subsequent refusal of the Christian Powers
to help him in his contest with the Powers of Darkness in
the world. He had expected them to help him in his war
on superstition. He wished to come to understanding,
and to live on friendly terms with them. But they refused.
They chose to treat him as an infidel; they murdered his
ambassador, and threatened him with extermination. From
that refusal came the endless wars between Islam and
Christendom, the hostile feeling on both sides down to our
own day. But the Prophet and the early Muslims, though
assailed on all hands, and threatened with destruction,
never wavered from religious tolerance. In their wars
against the Christians they respected churches, monasteries,
and religious persons, and never forced the conquered folk
to change their faith. And this has been the law of El
Islam throughout the centuries, though Muslims have occa-
sionally fallen short of it. It is natural that Muslims,
thus attacked at first, and afterwards continually harassed
by fanatics whose object of attack was their religion, should,
after centuries, have grown fanatical themselves and attacked
the religion of their enemies, forgetting the Quranic pre-
cepts; should sometimes have imitated their assailants
in barbarity., Natural it is, indeed, but no less wrong.
The law of the Qur-dn is just retaliation, not excess
of any kind. The pagan Arabs who opposed the holy
Prophet committed every kind of barbarity, yet never do
we find the Prophet imitating them. The Muslims who,
at divers times down to the present, have imitated their
opponents in barbarity have done a great wrong to the
Faith. For now, when men are looking for a faith of toler-
ance and intellectual freedom, a faith which they can
reconcile with modern notions of enlightenment, they turn
from El Islam, the only faith which could content them,
because they hear that Muslims are fanatical. They do
not know, of course, what made those Muslims so; they
do not hear the other side of the whole question. We know
that Muslims, ignorant and proud, have been cunningly
and cruelly provoked for a political purpose, that they
have been treacherously attacked and massacred times
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and again. But that does not improve the matter in the
least. When put to that great test, through which the
Prophet and the early Muslims passed triumphant, they
failed. They fell away. They were as bad as their assail-
ants, through ignorance of the true teaching of their Faith.

Is it not a shame to every Muslim, and particularly every
Muslim blessed by God with wealth, that any of our brethren
should be uninstructed in the Faith? Is it not a shame
that Muslims should have fallen behind Christians—not
in the enlightenment of their religion-—that can never be—
but in education, and even in this matter of religious toler-
ance; for the civil law of England is to-day more Islamic
in its equal justice to all creeds and races than is the practice
of old-fashioned Muslims. It is a fact to which we must
awaken, for it accounts for much. It is a triumph of Islam,
in which we modern Muslims have no share, although the
message of the Prophet is its origin.”

I hope that nobody will think from my remarks to-day
that I think all religions equally desirable, or that I should
choose my friends indifferently from them all, or that I
would have a Muslim give up anything of his religious
practice, or assimilate himself in any way to other people.
No, it is more important than ever that we should be strict
in our observances, when our influence is only of example.
We claim the right of free development on Muslim lines,
and that involves respect for the same right in others,
strict justice in our dealings with all kinds of men, and
hearty recognition of the good in others. If we so develop
and aid our brethren to develop by true Muslim education
upon modern lines, in a world at last won over to religious
tolerance, we shall soon, please God, attain our end, which
is not our own exaltation—God forbid !—nor the conquest
of any territory, but the recognition by mankind of the
plain truth that Allah is Lord of Heaven and of Earth, and
that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah.



THE MAULUD-UN-NABI SAL'AM

THE MAULUD-UN-NABI SAL’AM

THROUGH the exertions of the Central Islamic Society the
celebration of the birthday of the HoLy PROPHET MUHAMMAD
(peace and victory be for him and his followers!) has become
an annual festival in the capital of the British Isles as it
has been for years and generations in Muslim lands. Not
only Muslims of the great city, but all Londoners, should
be proud of it—they should be proud that the birthday
of the Greatest Benefactor of Humanity and of the greatest
and most successful democratic and socialist Teacher the
world has ever known is celebrated year after year in
London. They will be the gainers if these annual celebra-
tions induce them to study more deeply and impartially
the life and mission of the great Master—the man who refused
to make wonder-working the means of establishing the truth
and honesty of his mission, who stopped his own deification
and proclaimed to all that he was a man like other men, yet
the man who did perform the grandest miracle ever performed
of changing the very instinct of the people among whom
he was born and of leaving permanently bold impressions
of his teachings for the good and betterment of mankind
in a way that no individual or group of individuals, not
excluding those whom credulous people honour as gods or
sons of God, ever did before him or after him.

The people of London are in need of being taught to be
sober. Alcohol is one of the greatest, if not the greatest,
enemies of the people of the British Isles. They should go
to Muhammad, who is the only teacher who succeeded in
‘saving a great mass of mankind from the curse of alcohol-
ism. He is the only teacher who laid down social laws
of such practical beneficence as to save people from those
dangerous diseases which have reached to a catastrophic
stage in these islands. He is the only teacher who estab-
lished real democracy and socialism, obliterating the de-
marcations and distinctions of colour, race, country, etc.,
in brotherly dealings of man with man.

These birthday celebrations in thecmselves demonstrate
the lasting success of Muhammad'’s teachings.

Men and women of different countries, races, languages,
.colours, creeds meet together, in these celebrations, with
fraternal affection. All are welcomed with an open heart.

Unfortunately there are certain ill-wishers of, to them,
the ‘ Antagonistic Faith,” and of humanity at large, who
are adopting means to drive a wedge in the unique solidarity
and democracy of Islam and thus attack its very foundation.
They are engaged at a great crisis in the affairs of the world
in insidious intrigues of creating racial rivalries among
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