THE

ISLAMIC REVIEW

VoL. X. SHAWWAL-ZALQA'DA 1340 A.H. Nos, 6 & 7
JUNE—JULY 1922.

CONTENTS.
The Imam Delivering Eid-ul-Fitr Sermon (1340 A.H.) Fyontispiece
Notes .. .o .. .. 242
The Eid-ul-Fitr 1 340 AH. By RUDOLF PICKTHALL - .. 246
Uid-ul-Fitr Sermon. By Kawaja KaMaL-UD-DIN .. 256
The Sufi’s Diary. Muslim Sufis—Spiritualists—ILures and Pltfa.lls 262
More * Massacres.” By KHALID SHELDRAKE .. .. .. 267
Table Talk.. .. . .. . .. ‘e . .o 271
Jesus a Muslim .. 274
A few Thoughts for the Oonmdera.’aon of the Modern Theologlan 277
Holy Anecdotes. By BABAR .. .. .. .. - .. 282
Out of the East. By NAzIR .. .. .. .. .. .. 284
Disintegration of Christian Belief. By LissaN .. .. .. 287
Christianity in Her Own Land .. .. .. .. .. 290
What They Think of Us - .. .. .. 292
Democracy in Islam. By Faiz MOHD KHAN - . .. 295
India in the Balance .. .. . .. .. e .. 298
Acknowledgment .. .. .. .. - .. .. 302
What is Islam ? .. .. .. . .. . .. .. 303

THE HOLY QUR-EN

With English Translation and Commentary, printed on high-class India
paper, and bound in green flexible leather, price £2 10s. ; Pluvinsin, £2;
cloth bound, 30s. Postage and packing for both qualities: United
Kingdom, 2s.; abroad, 4s. Prospectus and sample pages sent free
on application. Apply to * Islamic Review,” The Mosque, Woking,
England, or to Ahmadiyya Anjuman lsha’at-i-Islam, Ahmadiyya Buildings,
Lahore, or to ‘‘Islamic Review '’ Office, Azeez Manzil, Lahore, India.

Friday Prayer and Sermon.—At the London Muslim Prayer House
—111,Campden Hill Road, Nottmg Hill Gate, London—every Friday,
at 1 p.m.

Service, Sermon and Lectures every-Sunday at the Mosque, Woking,
at 3.15 p.m.
S



ISLAMIC REVIEW

NOTES
The Eid-ul-Fitr.

The annual festival of Eid-ul-Fitr—Bairam Kuchak
—was celebrated with great éclat at the Mosque,
Woking, on Sunday, May 28. An account of the
occasion, the Press comments and the Imam’s beauti-
ful sermon, published elsewhere in these pages, will
form interesting reading.

Two More in Allah’s Path.

We are glad our calls towards the propagation of
Islam have not been a cry in the wilderness. Two
more of our brethren, Maulvi Abdul Majid, M.A.,
and Mian Ghulam Abbas, B.A., have just rallied to
the standard of Truth, the former to carry the light
to the soil of Germany and the latter to strengthen
our staff here. We extend them a warm welcome and
wish them every success in their noble undertaking.

The Secret of Existence.

The series of articles under this title has been
discontinued. The work has been placed in the hands
of the printers, and will shortly appear in the form
of a separate volume.

Palestine under Muslims and Christians.

One of the foremost among the questions of the
day is Palestine, the Holy Land of Muslim, Christian
and Jew, with, its sacred places and shrines, which is
greatly revered by Islam and Christianity alike, and
its recovery is accompanied by the injudicious ex-
pression of a Crusade of deliverance of the Sacred City
from Islam, a comment unwise by reason of association
with religious animosity and furthermore of combining
religion and politics.

Palestine, centuries before Christianity came on
the scene, was the bone of contention between
Assyrian and Egyptian, and also between Hittite and
Egyptian ; but we will only trace and note its history
since the rise of Christianity. The history of Jeru-
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salem, after its fall to Titus, the Roman general, was
largely Christian. During the seventh to the tenth
centuries, whilst under the Church and Christian rule,
the Thebaid and the neighbouring deserts were the
home of bands of monks who were recruited from
Alexandria and other Egyptian cities, who overran
Palestine and, by the accounts of historians, turned it
into a hotbed of corruption. They quarrelled, fought
and robbed, and were not famous for their moral
virtues. Some reaped a rich harvest by selling relics,
which, judging from the multiplicity of individual
specimens, must have been largely spurious and
forged. Clerical historians of that time have given a
lurid account of the prevailing morality which left
everything to be desired. Palestine, in the material
sense, from its guardians and occupants, was certainly
not a Holy Land. Inter-religious strife had reduced
the country to a low ebb. Greek treachery and
subtlety was then, as now, notorious. With the fall
of Jerusalem and its surrender to the Caliph, with no
loss of life, came more settled and better conditions.
The mild and tolerant rule of the Muslims restored
order and abolished many abuses and irregularities,
‘whilst permitting Christian pilgrimage and guarantee-
ing the safety of the pilgrims. Then came the
Crusades and the capture of the Holy City by the
Crusaders, with a terrible massacre of Muslims, men,
women and children, the Church of the Holy Sepulchre
running with blood. Later, under Saladin, the city
was recaptured by the Muslims, with no loss of life,
contrasting strongly with its capture by the Christian
Crusaders. It has remained under Muslim rule until
the late Great War. Muslim, Christian and Jew have
dwelt and worshipped side by side, with no friction or
strife and with an equal degree of toleration and
liberty ; but after the British occupation it is neces-
sary to have a far larger garrison and gendarmerie
than under the rule of the maligned Turk. They,
however, have kept the Holy City free from the
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attractions of the West, namely, cinemas, liquor shops,
gambling dens, casinos and dance-halls, with other
corruptions. It is to be hoped that the atmosphere of
the city will be kept free from these innovations.

By a comparison of the past conditions and future
prospects it is evident, and amply so, that Palestine
was happier and more settled under Turkish rule than
under Christian, and now since the Palestine Mandate
is given into British hands comes the signs of racial
unrest between the Arab and the Jew, developed by an
unwise statesmanship and violated promises, which
do not augur well for the future prosperity of the
country.

From the Manger to Calvary.

There is nothing new under the sun. The adapta-
tion of the subject * From the Manger to Calvary ”
to the film for the cinema is but a revival in modern
life of the old story of birth, suffering, sacrifice, death
and resurrection, which was rendered by the Chaldean
priests of Babylon as a miracle play and a hymn to
Marduk, which is shown by a recent discovery.
Popularizing this theme in the earlier ages of the
world when faith, education and moral teaching were
practically non-existent is not to be questioned, but in
these later days, when Christianity has had 1900
years of existence, surely it is not necessary to bring
the facts of the Divine Drama before the masses by a
spectacular miracle play. Christianity, it must be
deplored, has not had, nor has it, the power to stir the
minds and hearts of the people as it should. One
asks, why is it that the Sublime Sacrifice of Jesus
awakens no response in the human emotions ? It is
not because of a lack of truth or beauty in the ideals,
but it can only be because the vehicle of its manifesta-
tion is faulty, by reason of misapplication, discord and
want of unity. Sect is at variance with sect, and
where there is no real unity there is no real strength.

The keynote of the teachings of Jesus is love, and
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where there is perfect harmony there is perfect love.
If the Christian Church desires to realize the fullness
of its mission on the masses of England, let it strive
to realize in itself the ideals of Jesus, which will work
then from within to without and bring their work to
fruition. The spirit of Jesus did not seek temporal nor
worldly advantages, but inner and soul perfection.
When this is approximated to, all other difficulties
fade away.

If by the cinema film it is meant to bring home
to the people the moral side of the life of Jesus, it will
do good, but if to impress on the human mind by it
the Christian dogmas of faith—the Atonement, for
example—it is bound to fail. The cinema film may
perform what orchestra and other theatrical attrac-
tions in vogue in the Church service are failing to do.
It may again fill empty benches and pews and make
the congregation swell, the ministers of the Church
acting as stage managers and the congregation as the
cinema-going public, but it would lower the prestige
of religion and make it a public entertainment.
Religion must appeal to reason. It should prove the
mental food and help to uplift our moral, ethical,
rational and spiritual natures. That the Church has
failed to do so is apparent. Empty benches speak it
eloquently. Cinema films may do for some time.
But after all, it has to represent that which everyone
knows and has read a thousand times in the Bible.
The interest must slacken after all. Hankering after
knowledge is human instinct. Human nature is
variegated and so ought to be the knowledge which it
needs. Religion, if from God, must meet all human
demands. Could ““ From the Manger to Calvary ”
satisfy those demands? The reply is obvious. Thisis
the chief reason why Christianity has been a failure.
Cinema films cannot do the needful. The life story of
Jesus conveys deep and great truths, but does not
embody the gamut of the human virtues that go to
make up spiritual perfection. There are virtues and
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high ideals not included in the Jesus teachings—for
instance, bravery, courage, self-reliance, etc. It only
presents one side of the sphere of Truth, in all its
bearings. Had the Atonement been a verity, as such
it should logically and certainly have shown all.

To live the life of Jesus is, no doubt, a part of
religion, but to hold that belief in his life and death, is
in itself sufficient to work out our salvation, is religion,
is the greatest fallacy conceivable. It is responsible
for the lack of interest in the Church religion—hence
its failure.

THE EID-UL-FITR, 1340 A.H.

Eip Day 1922 (the 28th of May) broke with a cloud-
less sky, and a promise, duly redeemed, of unstinted
sunshine and intense heat.

The oasis of the Woking Mosque in its sylvan
setting of pine, rhododendron and the fresh green
of woodland bracken, seemed more than ever a
reproach to the desert of brick and mortar and
corrugated iron with which Industrialism has sought,
of late, to hem it in ; while the attendance was even
greater than in previous years, Muslims being present
representing well-nigh every nation ; and a brilliant
diversity of Eastern costume and headdress splashing
the scene here and there with unexpected colour.

By 11 o’clock—the hour of Prayer—it was esti-
mated that upwards of two hundred persons had
arrived; over three hundred sat down to lunch,
which was served at 1.15 on the lawn and under
the trees; while the advent of a new and large con-
tingent for the afternoon lecture and the subsequent
tea brought the attendance of the day to a total
of well over four hundred.

To one who is present at the Eid Festival for the
first time, it is by no means easy to analyse his
impressions, or, when analysed, to record them.
He is apt to be trammelled not a little by an old
point of view, seeking to reconcile it, in all its differ-
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ences, with the new; never doubting the while
but that the two may be, fundamentally, one and
the same.

Religion and ceremonial have been so long and
‘so closely associated together in the minds of men,
that mankind is prone to judge a Faith—one way
or the other—by the pomp of its externals; some
arguing that these, be they never so elaborate, are
seemly, if inadequate, attempts to express our venera-
tion for Eternal Truth; others, that their very
magnificence is but a mask for make-believe.

Neither view is of course just; for Eternal Truth-
can surely stand in need of no adornment from us,
and yet, to withhold too straitly the marks of man’s
homage may tend perhaps to neglect or irreverence.
In a world of men, there is much to be said for
Pomp and Circumstance. The solemnity of chant
and procession, incense and altar lights with which
the Catholic Church surrounds the mystery of its
worship, is not to be condemned as symbolizing
‘something which most of its worshippers have per-
haps forgotten long ago—if, indeed, they ever actually
realized it—any more than it is to be commended
for a vain endeavour to breathe life into a valley of
dry bones, or to perpetuate the dying cult of a dead
myth.

All these things may be so, the faith forgotten,
the cult dying and the myth dead; yet nothing
that tends to promote a spirit of reverence, to induce
thought in the thoughtless, or to remind man of
his Maker, can ever be altogether mischievous or
useless.

Is ceremony essential to devotion ? . And if it be
so, and yet, in excess, a source of danger, what is
the measure of ceremony which will serve to turn
man’s mind to God, without, at the same time,
luring it, as it were, to earth ? ’

To such a question the Eid Day ceremony seems
to suggest an answer. The very absence of what
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may be called, perhaps, the mechanics of devotion,
which the Catholic is too apt to take for granted,
counts for much. The stage-managed procession,
the carefully trained choir, the organist alert not
to miss his *‘ cue ’—neither to be premature with
a kyrie or behindhand with an Amen—the elabo-
rately musical colouring given to the Creed and the
Lord’s Prayer, the strict precision of gesture and
genuflexion, all, things which, however excellent
and seemly in themselves, must fully occupy the
thoughts and minds of those concerned with their
proper presentation—that is one picture. The other
—a carpet spread on the grass beneath the Surrey
pines, the voice of the Imam reciting the Qur-anic
verses, the silent praying multitude, high and low,
rich and poor, one with another—wherein is neither
priest nor layman—prostrate, their faces turned
towards Mecca—has about it an altogether strange
dignity, a solemnity that tends to quicken rather
than give pause to thought.

After the Prayers, the Sermon.

The Imam, Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din, spoke of
‘“that great Mysterious Power ”’ which the Atheist
seeks to express in terms of chemistry, and the
Agnostic doubts, simply because he does not know.
He spoke of the Attributes of God—how they are
revealed in Nature and how they may be revealed
in man; they are there for all men to follow, be
they rulers or ruled ; and that if both rulers and ruled
would even now, at the eleventh hour, set those
Attributes before them, the tumult and unrest which
to-day threaten to engulf the world like a tidal
wave, would be stayed as by the Hand of God.

The address is printed in full elsewhere, but it
may not be out of place to recall here a further
aspect—new and impressing—of its argument. -

Science in discovering new secrets of Nature—
so called—is but revealing God, and the laws of
Nature, so discovered, illustrate one after another
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the Attributes of God precisely as those Attributes
were rtevealed to the Prophet Muhammad 1,300
years ago and recorded in the Holy Qur-an.

The theme is to modern ideas, however uncon-
ventional even, sufficiently startling; but the
preacher handled. it fearlessly, indeed convincingly,
and his earnest eloquence and close reasoning, couched
in language which even the least academic could
understand, produced a profound impression.

A moment’s reflection will suggest where the
opposing argument may lie—an argument that will
never be entirely silenced so long as Science and
Religion lack a common language; but, making
allowance, on the one hand, for the strictness of
language and terminology with which Science is
compelled to limit and define its finite achievements,
and, on the other, acknowledging the impossibility
of employing like terms to convey to mankind any
idea at all of the Attributes of Him Who is infinite,
there is still left sufficient of ground not unsub-
stantial, whereon the Agnostic may safely pause
and ponder. '

In both Agnostic and Believer there is this in
common—each is convinced that he does not know !

But, just as here in the world many things are
commonly reputed to have happened, for the actual
truth of which no one of us is able positively to
vouch of his own knowledge, yet we believe because
we consider we have reason to believe—knowledge
being in such cases to a certain extent attainable—
so, in matters pertaining to the Creator of the World
(however we choose to term Him), cannot the Agnostic
invoke a little measure of faith to aid him where
sure and certain knowledge is admittedly unattain-
able, even such a measure, for example, as leads
men in comparatively trifling things to be content
with the minimum of evidence and rest in unshaken
belief—as in the Shakespere problem of these latter
days ?
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Here surely is but one of many instances of the
squandering of man’s heritage of faith, the lavishing
of our treasure on things temporal when but a little
measure, otherwhere bestowed, might so avail us
that we finally lose not the things eternal.

The Afternoon Lecture, which dealt with God’s
message to mankind—that it has been directly
revealed to all nations and not one alone—was
largely attended, that is to say, as largely as was
humanly possible. But the beautiful Mosque—
the princely gift of Her late Highness the Begum
of Bhopal—a gem of a building, perfectly propor-
tioned and a delight to the eye, is all too small for
a gathering such as this, and could barely contain
one tenth of those who were anxious to enter. Had
the weather been wet, the success of the day and
its memories must, for this reason, have been marred.

After the lecture, tea ; and a general intermingling
of groups and conversation, and so a striking and
memorable day drew to an end—a day not, it may
be, without its answer for many whose minds are
“ clouded with a doubt.”

RupoLr PICKTHALL.

We print the following selections from the various
Press -accounts of the Festival.—Ep.

END OF A MONTH'S FASTING

" AX IsLAM FEestivaL AT WokiNe MoSQUE—BRITISH
ADHERENTS OF EASTERN Farrn

There has been rejoicing in Islam—fervent prostrations in
the name of Allah at the Mosque of Woking, the Moslem prayer-
house which you can see through the trees outside the railway
station, Kor the first time for thirty days all Moslems have eaten
to-day between sunrise and sunset. Now the Month of Fasting
is over and the great feast of Eid-ul-Fitr has been held in the
cool shadow of the scented pines. From now onward it is per-
missible for Moslems to eat in daylight.

A British peer, an Indian millionaire importer from Mihcing
Lane, and British followers and their blue-eyed Saxon wives who
have answered the clarion call of Islam, joined to-day in the
festival.
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Lord Headley, who is the president of the British Moslem
Society, is said to be our second peer who has embraced Islam,
the first having been the late Lord Stanley of Alderley.

The Mosque at Woking is the only one in England where the
stranger—the unconverted—is besought to enter. It was the
gift of the mother of the present Queen of Bhopal, the only
Indian state where a woman rules. Here, you can bathe your
fevered brow in the waters of Islam. Here is a fount that never
seems to cease its outpourings, where you can trace and read the
written word of Islam or its followers lying at the crystal depths
of its gushing waters. »

It seemed as if an Eastern sun shone down upon the Mosque
lawn this afternoon, where Arab, Egyptian, Indian and English-
man and Englishwoman rejoiced exceedingly, and said, * Allahu
Akbar ”—God is great. Some of the Englishwomen were clad
in silken Oriental robes, and broke bread at the same table as
Arab potentates in native dress. The Afghan Minister and the
Turkish Chargé d’Affaires, the Palestine delegation and the repre-
sentatives of Hedjaz and Irak broke their fast.

PrAYERS ON THE CARPET.

A vast Oriental carpet was spread on the lawn and strange
postures of prayer were watched by porters and navvies on the
railway line, Then, in the name of Allah, those who rejoiced
raised their hands to their ears, then folded their hands across
the body and placed them on the knees and bowed the head
and body. In the final prostration the body touched the carpet.

Then came the feast, which was spread on white tablecloths
beneath the trees. It consisted of : Rice cooked in meat gravy
and butter; currie, potatoes, and meat; blancmange and
drinking water.

The Imam of the Mosque, a gorgeous figure who wore a raiment
of many colours, spoke on the subject of * Islam as the basis
for a world creed,” which was followed by an English tea of
bread-and-butter and pastries.—Daily News, May 29th.

ISLAMISM IN LONDON.

Moslems throughout the world yesterday celebrated the
great festival of Eid-ul-Fitr-Kuchak Bairam—which marks the
conclusion of the Month of Fasting. It was celebrated in London
by a picturesque and notable gathering at the Mosque, Woking,
the only Mosque in England—which was the gift some thirty-
five years ago of the ruler of Bhopal. Indians, Arabs,
Turks, Syrians, Afghans, and Moroccans were among the races
of the world, and of the British Empire in particular, who” were
represented at the service conducted by the Imam, Khwaja
Kamal-ud-Din. Many of the devotees brought their English
wives and children with them. They formed a strange congre-
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gation under the trees of the lawn of the Moslem Mission House,
the little Mosque being too small to hold them all. At eleven
o’clock the muezzin was heard from the temple calling to prayer.
The congregation thereupon gathered in rows on the greensward
facing towards Mecca. In the front rows came the men, and
behind them their women. All of them discarded their shoes,
and performed the familiar salutations by raising the hands to
the head. The Imam then delivered a brief religious address
in which he emphasized that the Moslem religion is essentially
a universal religion whose broad ancient tenets and benign tolera-
tion embrace members of all the great races of the world.
Fasting, too, was common to the Moslem, Christian, and Jewish
faiths. Purification came with fasting, The illumination of
life by which alone we could see God came with fasting. At
the conclusion of the Month of Fasting the Moslems in England
were glad to meet together again and to meet their English co-
religionists and friends.

At the conclusion of the simple service the congregation
greeted and embraced each other in Moslem fashion, and after-
wards took part in a very pleasant and appetising repast in the
open air under the trees, in the course of which the members
and staff of the mission, rich and poor alike, vied with each other
in discharging the kindly office of host and servant, irrespective
of social station. Tea followed in the afternoon after a further
religious celebration, and afterwards the visitors returned to
London.

Among the notable persons present were the Princes of
Mangrol, the Persian Chargé d’Affaires (in the unavoidable
absence of the Minister in Paris), the Afghan Minister, the Turkish
Chargé d’Affaires, the President and Secretary of the Palestine
Delegation, and representatives of Hedjaz and Iraq.—Daily
Telegrqph, May 29th.

MOSLEM FESTIVAL AT WOKING MOSQUE.

The Moslem Festival of Eid-ul-Fitr-Kuchak (Little) Bairam,
which marks the conclusion of the Month of Fasting, was observed
at the Mosque, Woking, yesterday.

Among those who attended were Lord Headley, the Princes
Aziz and Sadiq of Mangrol, the Afghan Minister, the Turkish
Chargé d’Affaires, the Chief Secretary of the Persian Embassy,
the President and Secretary of the Palestine Delegation, the
Nawab Sahib of Tohru, and representatives of Hedjaz and Irak.
Muslims from Arabia, Syria, India, America, Afghanistan,
Turkey, China, and Java constituted the congregation.

Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din, the Imam of the Mosque, who,con-
ducted the service, delivered an address, in which he said that
things created were sustained, and brought to their final per-
fection under a perfect system of laws and regulations, which
he would sum up under three heads: the law of creation, the
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law of sustenance, and the law of evolution, and Allah was the
creator, sustainer, and evolver of the various worlds around us.
That Mysterious Power was the same as the laws and forces of
Nature, which worked as did the Creator, and so it was that
science and religion were in perfect harmony. He exhorted
his hearers to study the Qur-&n, on every page of which was
inscribed the name of Allah reproduced in ninety-nine forms,
each one of them representing His various attributes. If they
lived up to these attributes their morality would be secured ;
to deviate from them was to tread the path of sin. As God was
merciful, so let them be merciful to others, even though they
were not of their nationality. God had not shown partiality in
the matter of any nationality, and if we did not show partiality
for race, creed, or colour, all unrest in the world would be over.—
Morning Post, May 29th.

MUSLIM’S STRIKING CEREMONY IN SURREY
SUNSHINE

Arab and Syrian, Armenian and Turk, Indian and Chinese,
Afghans and Javanese met here to-day for prayers in the glorious
Surrey sunshine. Fez and turban and Eastern and Western garb
adorned the sons and daughters of Islam, whose pilgrimage to
the Mosque at Woking presented a dazzling pageant of colour.

It was a great day for the Muslims—the festival of Eid-ul-
Fitr-Kuchak Bairam, which marks the close of a month of
fasting. Throughout the morning the pilgrims came in a steady
stream, and when some 250 had assembled, the cry ¢ Al-Sailat »
(* Come to prayer ”) went up.

The Muslims, men and women, removed their shoes and
stepped on to a large praying carpet on the grass. It seemed
as if a page of the Holy Qur-an had fluttered down upon a
Surrey glade. The praying crowd knelt and bent forward till
foreheads touched the ground. Strange tongues were heard as
the prayers were offered up.

Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din, the Imam of the Mosque, gave an
address, and afterwards the fast was broken.—Daily Herald,
May 29th.

THE MUSLIM FESTIVAL OF EID-UL-FITR
PicTURESQUE CELEBRATION AT WokIiNG MOSQUE

The grounds of the Woking Mosque presented a picturesque
appearance on Sunday, when Muslims—both Oriental and English
—forgathered from all parts of the country to celebrate the
great festival of Eid-ul-Fitr, or Kuchak Bairam, which marks
the conclusion of the Month of Fasting. The sun shong with
Indian-like brilliancy, and the gorgeous native costumes of both
sexes reflected the rays of the rainbow. This is the occasion
when all meet on one common ground, and Princes fraternize
with peasants and rulers with subjects.
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The company, which was larger than previous years, included
Prince Aziz and Prince Sadiq of Mangrol, the Persian Ambassador,
the Afghan Minister with his staff, the Turkish Chargé d’Affaires
and staff, the President and Secretary of the Palestine Delega-
tion, representatives of Hedjaz and Irak, the Nawab Sahib of
Tohru, Lord Headley (Head of the English Muslim movement),
with many leading English Muslims, together with Arabians,
Egyptians, Hindus, Afghans, Turks, Chinese, Americans and
Javanese.

When the call to prayer resounded throughout the grounds
the Faithful assembled on the beautiful carpets, while a large
assemblage of the general public was accommodated with seats
at the side of the square.

Prayers having been reverently recited, the Imam of the
Mosque delivered an eloquent address on Religion, and in the
course of it he set out the tenets of the Islamic Faith. Asking
if there was not some great mysterious Power at work behind the
universe, he proceeded to show that matter and brute force do
not account in scientific opinion for the genesis of the world,
but that order, regularity, and law-abidingness were at the bottom
of all cosmic evolution. The little which we know of that Great
Power at work behind the screen came from a knowledge of the
laws of Nature. Every moment creation was going on, and if
the Unseen Power can be accepted as an active Entity then he
gave It the attributes of Creator, Sustainer and Evolver. How
can there be, he asked, any conflict between science and religion ?
1t is false theology and untrue science that are at daggers drawn ;
science and religion are one and the same thing, having a common
purpose to reveal to humanity the laws by which Nature works.
If we are to secure perfect happiness, comfort, a civilization or
success in life we must, in the words of Muhammad, imbue our-
selves with Divine attributes. Islam means complete sub-
mission to Divine laws, and a Muslim is one who submits to
such laws.

After the address the Faithful embraced each other, and
then the entire company sat down to a splendid luncheon in which
native dishes figured, and afterwards many of those present
explored the surrounding countryside. After tea the festival
concluded, and the gathering dispersed.—Woking Herald,
June 2nd.

MUSLIMS END MONTH OF FASTING
PicTURESQUE IspaM FESTIVAL AT THE MoOSQUE

Sunday was the conclusion of the month of fasting in the
Islam religion, and all Muslims that day ate for the first tirfie for
thirty days between sunrise and sunset. To celebrate the
Muslim festival of Eid-ul-Fitr-Kuchak Bairam several hundred
Muslims of all races and colour made the pilgrimage from far

254



THE EID-UL-FITR, 1340 A.H.

and near to attend the festival at the Woking Mosque in
Oriental Road.

Under a sky of azure blue, beneath the rays of a tropical
sun, and surrounded with scented pine trees, the faithful gathered
on the rolling lawn in front of the Mosque ready for the call to
prayer. The scene was gorgeously spectacular to the visitors’
eye, and brilliant sunshine showed up to wonderful effect the
variety of colour to be seen in native costume worn by both
sexes. Every race seemed to be represented. There were
Arabians, Egyptians, Hindus, Afghans, Turks, Chinese, Americans,
Japanese, Syrians, etc., some in robes of many-hued colours
representative of their race or rank, some in correct English
dress, while others wore European dress with a distinctive fez
or turban. Some, on the other hand, were accompanied by
their English wives. There was a very large percentage of
English Muslims present, and the many English visitors who
had been given an invitation to attend at the festival were given
a cordial reception and made to feel at ease, for this is an occasion
when the Mosque is a common meeting-ground, when colour,
creed or caste is not considered, when Prince and ruler meet
peasant and subject on a common footing. Some of the English-
women were clad in Oriental robes. :

The company was much larger than in previous years, and
showed an increased number of English adherents to the Eastern
faith. Among the notabilities present were Lord Headley (the
President of fhe English Muslim Society), the Princes Aziz and
Sadiz of Mangrol, His Excellency Sardar Abdul Hadi Khan (the
Afghan Minister), the Turkish Chargé d’Affaires and staff, the
President and Secretary of the Palestine Delegation, represen-
tatives of Hedjaz and Irak, the Nawab Sahib of Tohru, Secre-
tary of the Persian Embassy, and the other representatives of
the nationalities mentioned formed the congregation.

A GrEAT MysTERIOUS POWER

A large Oriental praying carpet was spread on the wide lawn,
and when the time arrived the call to prayer was sounded through-
out the grounds, the faithful assembling and prostrating them-
selves on the carpet, having first removed their shoes. A large
percentage of the general public were accommodated with chairs
at the rear, where they watched the proceedings, so strange to
European eyes, with interest. In the name of Allah the prayers
were led by the Imam of the Mosque (Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din),
who afterwards read from the Qur-an and delivered an eloquent
address in English on Religion. He set out the tenets of the
Islam faith, and said that behind all laws of nature and others,
behind everything that had been discovered by man, behind all
things, there was a great mysterious Power. Putting the whole
thing briefly, this Power was the Creator, Maintainer and Sus-
tainer of the universe. The little that was known of the great
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Power at work behind the scenes came from the knowledge of
the laws of nature. Every moment creation was going on, and
if the Unseen Power could be accepted as the origin of such it
could be rightly attributed the titles he had named. - The Imam
went on to speak of the Qur-in, and characterized its moral
code, and then spoke of the conflict which there should not be
in religion if they believed in the Unseen Great Mysterious Power
who made no difference in colour or race. False theology and
untrue science were at daggers drawn. If they were to have
comfort and civilization, and to secure perfect happiness or
success in life, then they must, in the words of Muhammad,
imbue themselves with Divine attributes. Islam meant complete
submission to Divine laws and & Muslim was one who submitted
to those laws. There was not one law discovered by man that
could not be traced to the Mysterious Power. He spoke of
the guidance the Qur-d4n gave to many millions of people, and
also referred to the ninety-nine names of God in the Qur-dn. In
conclusion, he asked the faithful if they had ever contemplated
those ninety-nine names of God. If they had not, then their
prayers were a farce. God was merciful—let them be merciful
to others. God was just—let them be just. All over the world
to-day there was a great upheaval between rulers and ruled.
If those rulers would only walk humbly with the Lord, who
knew no difference between race and colour, then their troubles
would be over.

Following the address the faithful embraced each other,
and the company then sat down to a luncheon at which native
dishes figured, among which were rice cooked in meat gravy
and butter, curry, potatoes and meat, blanc-mange and drinking
water. The lunch was served on white tablecloths on the lawn.
Afterwards many of those present made a tour of inspection of
the surrounding countryside, and later returned to an English
tea of bread and butter and pastries. After tea the festival
was brought to a conclusion.—Woking News and Mail, June 2nd.

EID-UL-FITR SERMON
RELIGION AND SCIENCE AT ONE
By Kuwaja Kamar-up-Din

Is there not some Great Mysterious Power at work

behind the Universe ?—a Power unimaginable, un-

conceivable ; yet its existence is proved by the un-

changeable laws with which it rules every atom in

the Universe, and the penalties it inflicts on any

breach of those laws. It is an ancient matter now
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that time when Nature, the personification of that
Great Power, was dubbed empiric in her freaks and
blundering in her pranks. Nature has now been
found to be a most law-abiding entity. Matter and
brute force do not account, in scientific opinion,
for the genesis of this world, but something, the very
inherent qualities of which are order, regularity and
“law-abidingness ”’ (for which reason Haeckel, the
great German biologist, calls it ‘law-substance ),
is at the bottom of all cosmic evolution. Go to the
very initial stage of the Cosmos; go, for example,
into the ethereal firmament beyond which as yet
nothing is known, and you will find there ethereal
specks as law-abiding bodies, which are in themselves
of infinitesimal magnitude. Yes, we know very
little of that Great Power which is at work behind
the screen, and what little we know of it comes from
our knowledge of those laws of Nature by which it
brings everything in nature into subjection. And
if we tried to clothe this Unseen Power with this
or that attribute, it would be through knowledge
of those same laws. For example, we find three
main laws working through various minor laws of
specialization and collocation, in every stage of
evolution from ethereal complexity up to the human
organism. Kvery moment creation is going on in
the Universe. Things created are then sustained
and brought to their final perfection, being looked
after in every intermediary stage of evolution under
a perfect system of laws and regulations. I would
sum them up under three names: that is to say,
the Law of Creation, the Law of Sustenance and the
Law of Evolution ; and if the Unseen Power I have
been speaking of can be accepted as an active Entity,
I would give It the attributes of Creator, Sustainer
and Evolver of the various worlds around me. But
if you want one word to convey these three ideas,
the Arabic language supplies you with it. Rab-ul-
Almin, in Arabic, means the Creator, Maintainer and
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Evolver of the Universe. And if I call the Mysterious
Power Rab-ul-Almin, I see no reason why a sceptic
friend or a free-thinker should take exception to it.
I derive it from the laws and forces of Nature.

But does not this dumb, inanimate Nature disclose
some broad and high moral ? If for certain qualities
we give certain characters to their possessors among
mankind (and sometimes to animals as well, if they
exhibit those qualities), why should we not clothe
the Mysterious Power with similar attributes if
Nature in her Great Index discloses them ? Before
going further, allow me to say something which
may attempt to define morality in a few words.
We are burdened with needs, and all our activities
come into being simply to satisfy those needs. That
being so, if we respect the rights of others, and act
upon the principles of justice and equity, we move
on the first stage of morality ; but if in rewarding
the labour of others we go beyond the demands of
equity and give to them much more than is their
due, we are observing high morals. . . . But there is
a still higher stage of morality which borders on
spirituality. I mean those morals which we observe
in the circle of our own family, which urge us to look
to the needs of others, not in return for something
done by them to us, but on our own initiative, just
as parents look to the needs of children sometimes
long before the children come to life. The three
moralities have been spoken of in a verse in the
Qur-4n which is read every Friday from the pulpit
to the Muslim congregation :(—

Surely Allah enjoins the doing of justice, and the doing of
good to others, and giving to the kindred.

To resume the subject under discussion. Are
not these three morals observable in the working of
Nature ? When did you ever apply to her resources
without your efforts being at the very least equitably
rewarded ? Your labours were always rewarded a
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thousandfold. You sowed one seed and you reaped
a crop. You plant a tree once, and you get a harvest
every year. Is this not the second kind of that
morality of which I have been speaking? In the
third place, look to the great and universal bene-
ficence of Nature around you, which responds to your
every need; and yet it has all been in existence
long, long before your time. Just like a woman
providing things for the coming baby, Mother Nature
comes with beneficent treasures to her children in
humanity. And if Nature is the index of the Unseen
Power behind the screen, we can describe those three
moral qualities of which I have spoken as three
attributes of that Entity, in Arabic, ‘ Ar-rahman-ir
Rahim Malik-i-yaum-id-din.” If names, after all,
‘are articulated sounds, and express our conceptions -
about certain things, a free-thinker cannot reasonably
fight with me if, for reference’ sake, I propose some
name for this Mysterious Power. We both be-
lieve in the existence of a Mysterious Power, but I
name that Entity Allah. He believes in the work-
ing of the Laws of Creation, Sustenance, Preserva-
tion, Evolution, Destruction, Cohesion, Dissociation,
Stability, and so forth. I believe as well in the same,
but I call them the working of the several attributes
with which I clothe that Great Unseen, and I give a
few of them here: Al-Awwal, the First; Al-Akhar,
the Last; Badie-us-samawat wal-ard, Wonderful
Originator of the Heaven and the Earth; Azzaher,
the Manifest; El-Batan, the Hidden; La-tudriko-
hol absar-wa howa yudrikul absar, vision compre-
hends Him not, and He comprehends all vision ;
Lessa-ku-mislehi-shai-in Al-Khaliq, the Creator; Al-
Bari, the Maker ; Al-Mussawar, the Fashioner; Al-
Halik, the Destroyer ; Al-Talik, the Opener of things ;
Al-Janet, the Combiner; Al-Farig, the Dissociater ;
Al-Baqi, the Great Stability ; Al-Qayyom, the Main-
tainer; Al-Razzaq, the Sustainer; Al-Hafiz, the
Preserver.
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How, then, can there be any conflict between science
and religion ? It is false theology and untrue science
that are at daggers drawn, the one against the other;
for science and religion are in reality one and the
same thing, having a common purpose to reveal to
humanity—the laws by which Nature works.
Observe how the Qur-an defines the religion of man :

Then set your face upright for religion in the right state—
the nature made by Allah in which He has made men; there
is no altering of Allah’s creation: that is the right religion, but
most people do not know.—xxx. 30. :

If to secure perfect happiness, comfort, civilization
or success in life depends on our study of and sub-
mission to the laws of Nature, religion proposes the
same course, in the words of Muhammad : ‘ Imbue
yourselves with Divine Attributes”; and I have
just shown that the so-called laws of Nature are only
the abstract names of the Divine Attributes mentioned
in the Qur-4n. The Qur-in gives you ninety-nine
Names of God, and I know of no law which has been
discovered relating to human welfare on the physical,
moral, intellectual or spiritual planes that cannot
be traced to one of these ninety-nine Names. Again I
say, if science in recent years has contributed so much
to our comfort by enabling us to understand and
observe some few of the laws of Nature, religion,
as represented by Islam, has been ahead of it by more -
than a thousand years, by giving us these ninety-nine
Names as a clue to scientific study. You have dis-
covered a few laws, but make those ninety-nine Names
your guide in your researches in the realm of science
and you will reap a useful harvest. If Muslims in
the first two centuries made wonderful progress in
material science, it was simply due to their con-
templation of those Names. You have read various
sacred books and the sacred literature of varrous
religions. To these I need not refer ; but in a few
words I give you the analysis of that Great Book from
which hundreds of millions receive their inspiration
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and guidance on matters that concern every human
activity—I mean the Qur-an. It may be classified
under seven headings. First of all it is the Book of
Allah in a sense which may not be true of any other
Book of God. Open the Qur-an at random and hap-
hazard, no matter, the Book may be of any number
of pages, or of any size, and there you will find mention
of or direct reference to God. In short, Allah is the
pivot on which the whole Book revolves. Secondly,
to give you some knowledge of Allah, it reveals to you
these ninety-nine Names of God. Thirdly, it appeals
to various manifestations of Nature for the elucida-
tion of such of these attributes which otherwise
might not be appreciated. Then come Qur-anic
virtues, ethics, morals and spiritualities and their
contrary sins, evils and so forth, and they in their
turn have reference to those very Names. In short,
to be virtuous is to cast our conduct in the mould
of these Names, and so to act that our behaviour
may be in consonance with that which the Divine
attributes demand, seeing that any deviation from
this course must necessarily lead to evil. Fifthly,
orders, injunctions and rituals described in the
Qur-dn. They serve the same purpose. Each and
every ordinance is meant to bring us in agreement
with the Names of God. Sixthly, the Book makes
reference to certain persons of godly life and to
those who are led astray. The former are those who
could reproduce Divine morals, such as prophets
and other righteous people, Moses, Jesus and
Muhammad among them, and the others are those
who lead a life contrary to those morals. Seventhly,
the Book speaks of the life after death. Those who
left the world while imbued with the Divine morals
will enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, while others
not so qualified will have to purge themselves of
the disqualifying elements in their nature. This
is the Qur-anic conception of Hell. This is the whole
Qur-4n, and I fail to appreciate how a man interested
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