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Editorial Note...
We regret that we are late in bringing out the special series of The HOPE Bulletin carrying details 
of the three-day convention of the Centenary of the Woking Muslim Mission & Literary Trust and 
the first arrival of the late Hazrat Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din in 1913 in the UK. The previous issue of the 
Bulletin carried a brief introduction of the speakers at the Special Session of the Centenary, which 
was held at the H. G. Wells Hall & Events Centre, Woking, Surrey, England.

First of all, we express our profound thanks to Mr Ray Morgan, the Chief Executive, and Dr Zafar 
Iqbal of the Woking Borough Council, for allowing us gratis to hold the Special Session on 4 May 2013 
at the marvellous hall. It certainly added glamour to our sessions with all the wonderful facilities and 
the cooperation of the staff. Mr Morgan’s contribution at the session was equally meaningful and 
encouraging. The Borough Council should be congratulated for providing this all-embracing Centre 
to the people of this historic city of Woking where once lived Mr. H. G. Wells, Mr. George Bernard 
Shaw, and our most worthy Orientalist and educationist, the late Dr. G. W. Leitner, whose Oriental 
Institute and the Shah Jehan Mosque have earned for Woking an abiding fame.

The brief history of the Woking Muslim Mission & Literary Trust and glimpses of its activities will 
provide the true nature of the Message of Islam brought to the West by its ardent and devoted 
members. Islam is a quintessence of the true teachings of all the religions of the world, and its 
pristine teachings as preserved in the revealed words of the Holy Qur’an and the incomparable 
example of the Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be on him) depicts and 
conveys guidance for living a life of submission to the commands of God and service to humanity. It 
is not a new, but a completion of the Divine Guidance. It does not negate, but rather corrects and 
supplements the teachings of earlier religions. It is a Divine gift for the East as well as for the West. 
Its pristine teaching, if correctly presented and studied unbiasedly, can foster brotherhood among 
all the people. This is the real message of the Ahmadiyya Movement to the West. And the Woking 
Muslim Mission in its work from the Shah Jehan Mosque presented a living proof.

Once again, on behalf of the Central Association of the Lahore Ahmadiyya Movement in Lahore 
and the UK, we express our special thanks to the Woking Borough Council, and to the worthy guest 
speakers for gracing the occasion with their presence and their valuable contributions.

* * * * * *

 

Islam is a quintessence of the true teachings of all the 
religions of the world, and its pristine teachings as pre-
served in the revealed words of the Holy Qur’an and the 
incomparable example of the Holy Prophet Muhammad 
(peace and blessings of Allah be on him) depicts and con-
veys guidance for living a life of submission to the com-
mands of God and service to humanity.

“

“
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Revival of Islam in the West
Prophecy of the “Rising of the Sun from 

the West” Fulfilled
Opening speech of Hazrat Ameer, Prof. Dr. A. K. Saeed

Head of the Lahore Ahmadiyya Movement in Islam

Delivered at the Centenary Convention of the Arrival of Hazrat Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din in the UK 
in 1913, held on 4th May, 2013 at the H. G. Wells Conference & Events Centre, Woking

“And from among you there should be a party who invite to good and enjoin the right and forbid 
the wrong. And these are they who are successful” ( The Qur’an, 3:104)

Councillor Anne Roberts, the Deputy Mayor, the Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon, the right honourable 
Jonathan Lord MP., and Mr. Ray Morgan, Chief Executive of the Woking Borough Council; delegates 
from our International Jamaats, honourable guests.

Assalamu alaikum wa rahmatullahi wa barakatuhu.
May peace and blessings of Allah be upon you all!
Before I start my formal speech, I would like to share with you a power-point presentation research 
which I made using my newly acquired skill of the internet. This was aimed at finding data regarding 
new discoveries or means of progress made in different fields of science and services at the turn of 
the 20th century. In my presentation I have compared what was new a century ago and what it is 
like today.

While pondering over the Centenary of Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din’s great missionary work here at 
Woking, I wondered what would be happening at Woking and for that matter in England as a whole 
hundred years ago when the Khwaja was working here all alone.

I share with you a comparison of then and now. Here is what I could collect from the internet:

Ladies and Gentlemen,
This Century has not just seen the change of monarchies but lot of other changes. Some of the 
changes then coincided with the period we are here to celebrate today; putting of Woking and Islam 
on the map of the world by a great Missionary, Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din. He successfully achieved the 
stupendous task of establishing Woking as a centre for the propagation of Islam here in the UK way 
back in the year 1913.

Khwaja Sahib’s source of inspiration and rational interpretation of Islam was the great Reformer 
of the present times, Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, the Founder of the Ahmadiyya Movement in 
Islam and the promised Messiah for the Muslim Ummah. His main drive was to bring harmony and 
integration among the followers of all revealed religions of the world through research and dialogue.

Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din was a brilliant student completing his graduation in a well-known Educational 
Institution of Lahore, now in Pakistan, called Forman Christian College, of which I too am proud to 
be a student of. Because of his command over English and Urdu he became the favourite student of 
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the principal of the College, Dr. J. C. R. Ewing who was also a profes-
sional preacher and later was knighted for his services to humanity 
and education. So he would always take Khwaja Sahib along with him 
as a translator of his lectures into Urdu. This is how the Khwaja Sahib 
got interested in the deeper study of the Bible.

Forceful writings of the sage of Qadian, Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, 
presenting Islam and the Divine words of the Qur’an in a rational and 
cogent manner attracted this inquisitive young man. He was most im-
pressed by Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad’s depth and extensiveness 
of knowledge not only of Islam but other religions of the world. The 
spirituality of Hazrat Mirza Sahib’s deeply influenced Khwaja Sahib’s 
young and enthusiastic mind which was in constant search for reli-
gious knowledge. His close attachment with the Imam of the present times instilled in him a new 
vision not only of Islam but his understanding of the commonalities of all great religions especially 
Hinduism, Judaism and Christianity. 

This is the Woking Mosque, which Khwaja Sahib later named Shah Jehan Mosque, after the name of 
the lady Muslim ruler of the state of Bhopal (India), who was the major donor for the building of this 
Mosque. The generous donation made by her was on the appeal of Dr. Leitner who built the Mosque 
for the Muslim students studying at his Oriental Institute.

Dr. J. C. R. Ewing
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This slide shows the streets of Woking which Khwaja Sahib must have walked through to come to the 
Mosque and the adjacent residential house. It is compared with the streets of Woking as seen today. 

Here we see the Titanic which sank around the same time Khwaja Sahib arrived in Woking. That 
ship was designed to be ‘unsinkable’ but its fate is well-known to all of us; the ‘unsinkable ship’ of 
Islam launched by Khwaja Sahib sails today enduring all the icebergs that came its way. Comparison 
is shown in this slide between The Titanic and the biggest passenger ship of today, Queen Mary II of 
today. In comparison to it The Titanic stands like a midget.

Here it is also worth noting that Vitamin C was discovered the same year as Khwaja Sahib arrived 
in Woking. Vitamin C ensured people’s physical health and the message Khwaja Sahib delivered 
ensured their spiritual health.
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This is perhaps the train he might have taken on his journeys, and if I am to go on a journey today I 
have much better choices now.

Recently we have had the centenary of car-making. It is worth noting that then only twenty-one 
thousand cars were registered in the entire world; now there are 31 million registered cars in the UK 
alone. And this is a car in which a friend of Khwaja Sahib might have driven him around Woking and 
other places; now I am being driven by a friend of mine in a luxurious BMW X5.
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The letters he received were brought by a postman and now I am able to communicate and receive 
messages while walking down the street or working at my table. It took three weeks for a letter to 
reach him and another 3 weeks to get his answer back to his dear ones. Now writing the letters to a 
great extent have been replaced by sophisticated internet facilities and I was able to communicate 
with several members of Jama’ats in various parts of the world this morning before coming to the 
Centenary Convention. Similarly the aeroplanes and telephones have undergone amazing improve-
ment and have transportation much easier and faster.

Look at this stethoscope which the doctor used when Khwaja Sahib visited him for a consultation; 
and as a doctor I use this fancy one. It is of course very popular with the lady doctors as these have 
tubing of different colours for their stethoscopes which they can select to match the colour of their 
dress! Most favourite colour with the ladies is the pink one.

This slide shows a very primitive microscope; which may be compared to the one which has made 
it possible to undertake delicate operations on brain, eyes and other sensitive organs of the human 
body.
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It took me long time to guess what this machine was! You could give it a try! Well! Believe me this 
may have been used by Khwaja Sahib when he took his clothings to the laundrette! Now we have 
advanced washing machines which wash, dry and press our clothes for us.

This is an old building but of great importance 
for us. It is ‘Unwin Brothers’ and was once 
a well-known house of printing for classical 
and other standard works. And it was here 
that in 1917 the first English translation of a 
Muslim with Arabic text and exhaustive com-
mentary by Maulana Muhammad Ali, the 
Founder and First President of Ahmadiyya 
Anjuman Isha‘at-i Islam (Lahore Ahmadiyya 
Movement), was published. So it was here 
in Woking that the foundation of many sub-
sequent translations of the Holy Quran in 
European and non-European languages was 
laid. Some of the languages in which the Quran has been translated by our organisation include 
Dutch, Indonesian, Javanese, French, German, Spanish, Turkish and Russian. It was here again that 
the two subsequent reprint editions and some of the popular works of Khwaja Sahib and other 
Muslim and new British Muslim writers were published. It was here that the monthly organ of the 
Mission, The Muslim World and the Islamic Review was published.

 Ladies and Gentlemen,

After sharing with you glimpses of the past and comparing them with today, I would like to get to 
the formal part of my speech.

The changes that I have shown through the Power Point Presentation have depicted the advances 
from the worldly developments. Now I will talk about the spiritual change which Khwaja Kamal-ud-
Din initiated single-handed 100 years ago in a derelict house adjacent to a beautiful oriental-style 
Mosque, the Shah Jehan Mosque in this scenic city of Woking.

At the turn of the 20th Century
The turn of 20th century, which set the pace for scientific advances, was the most trying time for the 
Islamic world. On the one hand it was the dawn for the developments which supported the physical 
needs of mankind; on the other hand, the sun was setting on its moral and spiritual needs. It was an 
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age where we had both darkness and light, hope and despair; we were attaining new heights and 
yet falling into the deep abyss where love for God gave way to love and craving for this worldly life.

For the Muslims, the times were the worst. They were losing their traditions, true religious teach-
ings, spiritual convictions, moral values, and also their countries. They were unable to defend the 
objections raised against their religion or propaganda war that was being waged against Islam and 
their Beloved Prophet, Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him).

They were ignorant of the teachings of the Holy Quran as they did not know Arabic, the language it 
was revealed in. The translation of the Holy Quran was considered heresy by the Muslim religious 
scholars and clergy. The Muslims were therefore ignorant and unaware of the teachings of peace 
and harmony in the Quran. In the absence of translations in the European and other languages, 
Islam could not be taught in its true spirit to people who did not understand Arabic. As a result, Islam 
was misrepresented to the masses as a religion that was spread by the sword, which, of course, was 
contrary to the teaching of the Holy the Quran:

“There is no compulsion in religion; the right way is indeed clear from error” (2:256).

The Promised Reformer for the Latter Age
In these times of darkness and despair, the Muslims 
awaited a Reformer (Mujaddid) who would come to defend 
and propagate Islam, as was foretold by the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad(may peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). 
This person would come to remove any deviations that oc-
curred in religion, especially those that were against its basic 
concepts and teachings. He would also defend Islam against 
misrepresentations and misconceptions.

As Ahmadis, we believe Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad was 
the person whom Allah chose and gave the role to present to 
the world the true picture of Islam; to defend it against the 
onslaught of propaganda and misinterpretations; to revital-
ise and spread it again as a living religion – a compendium of 
universal truths forging peace and amity among the follow-
ers of the three great religions of the world.

He defended Islam and taught that it was to be spread with the pen and not the sword. His declara-
tion of the peaceful spread of Islam through logic and love met with great opposition and he was 
declared a heretic even by the Muslims. Today we see that the extremist view of jihad vehemently 
expounded by orthodoxy has not only encouraged aggression among the deprived sections of 
Muslim society but has provided excuses to the Western media to malign and deride Islam and its 
Holy Founder.

In spite of all the opposition he faced, many knowledgeable and scholarly persons from among the 
Muslims joined his Movement and followed him in carrying on the noble cause. Amongst them was 
Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din. He was a lawyer by profession but had a passion for the spread of Islam. He 
toured India giving lectures based on the teachings of the Holy Quran. He later came to the UK and 
devoted his life to the propagation of Islam in this country.
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Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din landed in the UK with a new passion for Islam
Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din left his lucrative legal practice in Lahore and travelled 
to the UK in September 1912, sailing from Bombay. He was instructed by 
the then Head of the Ahmadiyya community, Hazrat Maulana Nur-ud-Din, a 
highly respected and well-known scholar of the Qur’an, to preach the Unity 
of God and love for mankind and not to indulge in sectarianism or aggression 
against any other religion.

His first achievement was to make arrangements for Muslims to say their 
Friday prayers, which had been neglected by them. He also rented Caxton 
Hall, London, so that the Muslims may say their Eid prayers or celebrate the 
birthday of the Holy Prophet Muhammad (may peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him). By March 1913 he had started a monthly magazine called 
Muslim India and the Islamic Review.

Discovery of the Mosque at Woking
At a time when the Khwaja urgently felt the need for 
a suitable place to carry on his drive for the propaga-
tion of Islam, he received a letter from Hazrat Maulana 
Nur-ud-Din, who was the Head of the Ahmadiyya 
community after the death of the Ordained Reformer, 
Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, that in a place called 
Woking a mosque existed which was built by some 
Dr. Leitner, who was once registrar of the Punjab 
University with the donation of a Muslim lady ruler of 
an Indian State. On receiving this information Khwaja 
Sahib travelled, along with Ch. Muhammad Zafarullah 
Khan, to Woking. They got off the train at the Woking 
station, took a taxi, and after travelling along Oriental 
Road took a right turn and reached the Mosque.

The Mosque was dusty and dirty. Khwaja Sahib cleaned 
a small area with the cloth of his turban. He prayed, asking God for help. He also found an old and 
torn copy of the Holy Qur’an lying in the corner and on opening it the first verse that he came 
across was the supplication Prophet Abraham (peace be on him) earnestly made after he and his son 
Ishmael (peace be on him) completed the reconstruction of the Ka‘bah. The supplication contains a 
promise of Allah to make Makkah the centre of the propagation of the Unity of God. On reading this 
the Khwaja fell in prostration and with tearful eyes eagerly sought Allah’s help to make this Mosque 
at Woking the centre of the propagation of Islam in the West. This prayer was answered and within 
a couple of decades the Mosque became a dynamic Islamic centre attracting the attention of the 
Muslim world. And with the help of the two prominent Muslims, Sir Abbas Ali Beg and Justice Amir 
Ali, and later on supported by Prof. T. W. Arnold, Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din was able to take possession 
of the Woking Mosque and the adjacent house and lands. 

Islam is a religion of Peace and not Violence
He preached Islam as a religion of peace, freedom, and human equality as expounded by Hazrat 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, Founder of the Ahmadiyya Movement in Islam. These were the same pristine 
teachings revealed in the form of the Holy Quran and practiced by the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
(may peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and his illustrious companions (may Allah be pleased 
with them). In order to rectify wrong interpretation of the Islamic Jihad vehemently advocated by 

Hazrat Maulana 
Nur-ud-Din

Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din
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the orthodox ulema, the Founder of the Ahmadiyya Movement had to write a booklet “British 
Government and Jihad”. Unfortunately as a result he was dubbed as “British Stooge” and on this 
very basis was alleged to have denied one of the fundamentals of Islam and was condemned as out 
of the pale of Islam.

The Founder of the Ahmadiyya Movement strongly condemned violent Jihad
I will now quote briefly what Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad wrote well over a century ago on this 
highly vexed issue which has now become a menace to peace and security not only of the West but 
also to the Islamic world as a whole:

‘Is it a virtuous deed that there is a man going about in the marketplace, we have no connec-
tion with him; so much so, we don’t know his name; but despite this we take a shot at him 

intending to kill him? Is this religious behaviour?
‘Contrast this with those early holy Muslims whom Allah instructed in Makkah not to respond 

to violence even if they were cut to pieces.
‘Alas! Today the religious leaders have forgotten all those events, and think that to fire a gun 

at an innocent man constitutes Islam.
‘Is such killing taught in the Quran or Hadith? Can any Muslim religious leader answer?

‘‘The ignorant ones have merely heard the word jihad and are using it as a pretext and cover 
for satisfying their own selfish plans, or their fantasizing, their lunacy and their perpetrating 

bloodshed’ (British Government and Jihad, pp. 11-14).

The Holy Founder of the Ahmadiyya Movement also strongly exhorted his followers, as follows:

‘Those who join my army, I order them to give up these misconceived ideas of jihad with the 
sword, and to purify their hearts, develop and nurture their feelings of mercy towards all 

humankind and be helpers of those in distress and sufferings.
‘They should spread peace on earth as this is how their religion will spread.’ 

(British Government and Jihad, p. 15).

It is extremely important these days than ever before that all Muslims of the world should follow 
the same principles of peace and tolerance taught by Islam that were preached and reiterated by 
Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din and practiced at the Woking Mosque.

The key points of these principles were:

1. Allah is God of all mankind and not only the God of Muslims.
2. Islam is a message of peace and progress for the whole of mankind.
3. The Quran is a Book of guidance for the whole of mankind.
4. Islam is neither what is being practised by some extremist Muslims nor what is projected in the 

writings of some critics and bigoted writers and journalists in the West. In fact, it is what was 
taught by the Quran and practised by the Prophet Muhammad, may peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him,

5. The true and rational teachings of Islam have to be propagated by persuasion and not in a 
hostile way.

6. Tolerance towards other religions is the hallmark of Islamic teachings.
7. Islam teaches to strongly hold the rope of Allah in unity and to be united for a common cause of 

bringing harmony and peace to the whole of mankind.
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Woking showed the Way
It was this rational and tolerant Islamic teaching preached and practised by Khwaja Sahib which had 
attracted the British converts like Lord Headley, Lady Khalida Buchanan-Hamilton, Sir Umar Hubert 
Rankin, Mr. Habibullah Lovegrove, Mr. William Bashir Pickard, Mr. Abdul Qadir Pickard, Prof. Dawood 
Covan, Mr Ismail De York and Major J. W. Farmer to Islam a century ago; and would certainly do so 
today.

Finally, I would like to convey my personal desire and that of my community that we should honour 
some great men from both the East and the West. We owe to honour them for their work and 
sacrifices for spreading Islam in its pristine image and placing Woking on the map as a place where 
peaceful coexistence of various religions and community was shown as a reality. It paved the way 
to peace and harmony that can still be achieved among the various peoples of varying religions and 
ethnic backgrounds. I feel that these men should be honoured by placing a permanent memorial in 
Woking to remember and honour them.

A Memorial for the Early Heroes of Islam at Woking   
 I request the Rt. Honourable Jonathan Lord, M.P., Councillor Anne Roberts, the Deputy Mayor, and 
Mr Ray Morgan, the Chief Executive, Woking Borough Council, to grant permission for a pillar with 
the names of Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din and other important personalities connected with the Mission 
chiselled into it. The most suitable site would be in the middle of the roundabout where Oriental 
Road starts near the railway station. I also request that, if possible, a road is named after the great 
Khwaja.

I assure you all that our members would always endeavour to remain true to the spirit of peace and 
spiritual elevation embedded in the teachings of Islam and revised by the Founder of the Ahmadiyya 
Movement in Islam and play their role in bringing peace and harmony to this lovely city and this 
great country; and indeed the whole world

* * * * *

As Ahmadis, we believe Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 
was the person whom Allah chose and gave the role to 
present to the world the true picture of Islam; to defend it 
against the onslaught of propaganda and misinterpreta-
tions; to revitalise and spread it again as a living religion 
– a compendium of universal truths forging peace and 
amity among the followers of the three great religions of 
the world

“

“
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Glimpses of Special Session of the Three-Day Centenary of the

Woking Muslim Mission & Literary Trust
held at H. G. Wells Conference & Events Centre, Woking, UK on 4th May, 2013

Mrs. Jermelia Khan, president of Lahore Ahmadiyya (UK) introducing the the Guest speakers. Hazrat Ameer, Dr. A. K. 
Saeed, Head of the Lahore Ahmadiyya Movement in Islam, sitting on the right.

Guest speakers: R. to L: Mrs. Jermelia Khan, Ms. Anne Roberts, Deputy Mayor of Woking, Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon, 
Mr. Ray Mogan, Chief Executive, Woking Borough Council, Dr. Zahid Aziz..
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Guest Speakers with Hazrat Ameer Dr. 
A. K. Saeed (sitting  extreme right).

Hazrat Ameer, Dr. A. K. Saeed, Head 
of the Lahore Ahmadiyya Movement, 

presenting his inaugural speech on 
power point.

Dr. Zahid Aziz presenting brief history 
of the Woking Muslim Mission and 
its impact about Islam in Europe on 

power point and news-real clips from 
British Pathe and INT News Channel.
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Mr. Mushtaq Allie, Cardiac Technologist, 
presenting a poem of the Hazrat Mirza 

Ghulam Ahmad, Founder of the Ahmadiyya 
Movement in Islam “My heart always yearns 
to kiss Thy Holy Scripture- the Holy Qur’an”. 

Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon delivering his 
impressive contribution about the role of 

Ahmadiyya Movement in disseminating true 
concepts of Islam in the West.

Councillor Anne Roberts, Deputy Mayor of 
Woking delivering her talk.
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Mr. Ray Morgan, Chief Executive, Woking Borough Council replying to the address of Hazrat Ameer appreciating the 
efforts of the Woking Muslim Mission based at the Shah Jehan Mosque, Woking  fostering  mutual understanding and 
harmony among the three great religions of the World. He also promised to consider the request made about setting 

up of a memorial for the early founders of the Woking Muslim Mission.

Mr. Amir Aziz Al-Azhari, General Secretary,  Central Ahmadiyya Anjuman Lahore, presented salient features of the 
universal vision of Islam presented by the Ahmadiyya  Movement aiming to bring real harmony and peace among the 
followers of all the religions of the world, based on pristine teachings of the Qur’an and Sunnah of the Holy Prophet 

Muhammad, peace and blessings of Allah be on him.
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Dr. Gerdien Jonker, Research scholar from 
Berlin presented synopsis of her research 
about the Berlin Muslim Mission specially 
the way Dr. S. M. Abdullah carried on the 
dissemination of the teachings of Islam in 

Germany and its neighbouring countries in a 
very organised way.

A short from the front showing 
Mr. Reza Ghafoer Khan, Imam 

of Stichting Ahmadiyya Mosque, 
Hague and Mr. Naeem Nasrullah, 

vice-president  Rotterdam Jama’at, 
Holland.

Hazrat Ameer talking to Mr. Tim 
Miller, UK president of Universal 

Peace Organisation with Mr. Nasir 
Butt of Mordon, London.
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Mr. Nasir Ahmad, editor, Hope Bulletin, holding hands of Mr. Ray Morgan (right) and Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon. Mr. 
Amir Aziz, General Secretary of Central Lahore Anjuman standing on extreme left.

Banner of the Lahore Ahmadiyya Movement with Logo 
and beautiful design of “aaiil” (Ahmadiyya Anjuman 
Isha’at-i Islam Lahore) and the motto: Islam: I Shall Love 
All Mankind, displayed at the Book  Stall. (design:Creative 
Rythems, Karachi, Pakistan)

Mr. Jonathan Lord MP for Woking speaking at Woking 
Centenary Convention
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Mr. Jonathan Lord, MP for Woking at the Book Stall with Mr. Tim Miller and Mr. Nasir Ahmad. The stall displayed 
books published by the Central Anjuman Lahore, USA Jama’at,  Ohio, USA, Stichting Ahmadiyya Anjuman, Hague and 
UK Jama’at. Prominent among them  were translations of the Holy Qur’an in English, Urdu, French, Spanish, Dutch, 
Dutch with transliteration, German, Russian, Turkish, Indonesian, Javanese and important works of Hazrat Maulana 

Muhammad Ali and Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din.

Another view of the Bookstall A view of the H. G. Wells Conference and  Events Centre 
with screens all around.

A view of the Dinning Hall. Mr. Haider Zafar making video recording of 
the proceedings.
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A view of the Zuhr congregational prayer led by Hazrat 
Ameer.

Mr. Mudassar Aziz  doing live-relay of the proceedings.

Another view of the Zuhr congregational prayer in a 
special room of the Centre.

The group from Holland with Hazrat Ameer.

Another view of the group from Holland with Hazrat Ameer.
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NEWS & EVENTS
News from The Mosque, Berlin
Students of 4th class from Jens-Nydahl School at Kresuzberg with their teacher Ms. Barabara 
Jurgens-Streicher visited the Mosque. The said teacher frequently brings students from her school 
to show them the beautiful oriental Muslim house of worship in Wilmersdorf and to have exchange 
of information with the Imam about Islam and the way of worship observed at the Mosque. The 
following is the letter sent by the teacher:

Dear Ahmed Saadat,
Thanks a lot sparing time for us and to take around our students to the Mosque today.

We all enjoyed it very much and the pupils became aware of something really new today about the 
Mosque and the mode of Islamic worship. The group included a youngman practising a liberal form 
of Islam at Wilmersdorf who could speak English and was very much pleased.
Best wishes ,
Barbara Jürgens-Streicher

Here are some photographs taken on that occasion:

Woking Muslim Mission Centenary celebrated at Oakland, California (USA)
The special meeting was held on April 
27, 2013 at Oakland Masjid with a 
good turn over., After recitation from 
the Holy Qur’an, two speakers talked 
in detail about the great service Hazrat 
Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din had done by 
starting an Islamic Centre at the Shah 
Jehan Mosque, Woking, Surrey England 
in 1913. It was due to his extremely 
commendable literary and mission-
ary activities that within two decades 
Woking Mosque became a dynamic 
Islamic Centre which enlightened many 
men and women enjoying high social 
and literary status and belonging to the 
royalties saw the light of Islam.

Mr. Muhammad Mustapha, Imam and President
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The first speaker was Ahmad Nawaz Sahib who gave an impressive account of the history of the 
establishment of the Woking Muslim Mission and its impact in eradicating wrong misconceptions 
and wrong perceptions about Islam and the Muslims in the West. He narrated some inspiring inci-
dents from the life of late Hazrat Khwaja Sahib which 
showed his extreme love for Islam and his commit-
ment to bear hardship in the way of Allah.

The Second speaker was Haji Hamid Jahangiri Sahib. 
He paid tribute to Hazrat Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din for 
his courage and indomitable resolve to face the op-
ponents of Islam just like Hazrat Umar, (may Allah 
be pleased with him) who was blessed with victory 
against the Roman and Iranian empires. The Jalsa 
ended with congregational prayers and a well ar-
ranged dinner. (Report by Bro. Ghulam Mustapha)

Mothers’ Day
Some may have mothers, some may be mothers themselves, while some may no longer have moth-
ers alive. But the facts remains that a mother in the family is the most important person. She is the 
first teacher to teach and guide the children to do good and keep away from bad. It is the mother 
who train and educate children so that a family grows up well and thus it constitutes the basic unit 
of a society. Regardless of socio-economic position of the family a mother is always keen to see that 
her children to be the best .

Initial years of every child are spent in the lap of her mother. In fact her lap is the first school and 
her person is the first teacher. Mothers in every family play a pivotal role in shaping the behaviour 
and righteous attitude of the family. The life cycle of a mother starts when she is herself a baby and 
depended on her own mother for full care and support. Then the same baby grows up and she grows 
up she becomes a mother and has her own children. This new mother naturally follows the same 
pattern, which her own mother practised when she was a child and this is how the cycle continues. 
When the children are grown up and have their own families, and their mothers become old and 
dependent, they need the same care and support. The happiest mother is one whose grown-up 
children look after her.

In some cultural traditions, there is practice of decorating their bed-rooms with a new nest, and 
when they have no child an empty nest. This is to show how presence of children in a home or 
family is a source of joy and why there are specific instruction to respect and show care and support 

 Mr. Ahmad Nawaz Dr. Hamid Jahangiri

Mr. Ali Baksh.
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to elderly parents and the role of a mother insetting a role model for it. Let me quote here some 
beautiful sayings from various religious scriptures:

The Bible
“Rebuke not an elder, but treat him as a father; and the younger men as brethren; Honour widows 
that are widows indeed. But if any widow have children or nephews, let them learn first to show 
piety at home, and to requite their parents: for that is good and acceptable before God. Now she 
that is a widow indeed, and desolate, trust in God, and continue in supplications and prayers night 
and day. (I Timothy, 5:1-5)

"Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right. Honour thy father and mother; (which is 
the first commandment with promise) “ (Ephesians, 1:1-4).

Manava Dharma Shastra
"The trouble that a mother and father endure in giving birth to human beings cannot be redeemed 
even in a hundred years. He should constantly do what pleases the two of them."(2:226)

The Holy Qur’an
"And thy Lord has decreed that you serve none but Him, and do well to parents. If either or both of 
them reach old age with thee, say not fie to them, nor chide them, and speak to them a generous 
word. 24 And lower to them the wing of humility out of mercy, and say: My Lord, have mercy on 
them, as they brought me up (when I was) little." (17:23-24)

“ And We have enjoined on man concerning his parents — his mother bears him with faintings upon 
faintings and his weaning takes two years — saying: Give thanks to Me and to thy parents. To Me is 
the eventual coming.” (31:14)

Obedience to mothers is placed next to submission to God, for among fellow human beings; none 
has a greater claim upon a person than his/her mother. You should all be very proud of your mother, 
grandmother and great grandmother. To all our mothers and mothers to-be, we say to you all “Happy 
Mother’s Day.”  —J. U. Dean, Suva, Fiji.

London Book Fair
The USA Jama’at participated in the London Book 
Fair (UK), held at Earls Court Convention Centre, 
from April 15 -17, 2013. This was an excellent op-
portunity for the USA Jama’at to showcase Lahore 
Ahmadiyya publications.

Sunday, April 14, the day before the opening, was 
spent setting up the booth. Besides Dr. Nouman 
Ilahi, Mrs. Samina Malik and her son Mr. Fazeel S. 
Khan, Mr Jibran Ahmad, son of the late Bro. Bashir 
Ahmad of Peshawar worked hard to set up the 

booth and some special banners displaying the English translation of the Qur’an and the new edition 
of The Religion of Islam certified by the Al-Azhar, prepared for this occasion by Bro. Fazeel S. Khan.

Although the book fair was a grand event, having attendees from all over the world, participants 
were restricted to publishers, booksellers, printers and some others associated with the book indus-
try. Hence, it was a business oriented event, not open to the general public. It provided a very good 

London Book Fair at Earls Court Convention Center
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opportunity to make acquaintances and to establish connections with key distributors, booksellers 
and printers from various countries. The London Book Fair in fact provides opportunities for partici-
pants to schedule meetings beforehand, of which full advantage was taken. Free literature was given 
out to many people who showed interest in our publications.

This was the second time the 
USA Jama’at has attended 
the London Book Fair, the 
first time being in 2003. This 
time, we were able to supple-
ment our exhibit with many 
new publications (70 titles in 
total) with numerous other 
works in various languages 
(including the Holy Quran 
translation/ commentary 
in English, French, Spanish, 

Russian, Dutch, Italian, Turkish and 
German). Attendees were very 
impressed with the high quality 
of printing. The Muslim attendees 
from countries all around the world 
were excited to see Al-Azhar’s cer-
tification of many of our publica-
tions and the late Sheikh Tantawi’s 
Foreword for The Religion of Islam. 
Our newly printed French and 
Arabic books were also very well 
received. -(Courtesy: USA Jama’at 
Press Release) 

* * * * *

Dr. Noman Elahi Malik, Mrs. Semina Malik with Mr. Mohammad Usman Chung, a learned 
member of the Qadian Ahmadiyya Community and translator of the Holy Qur’an into 

Chinese at the Lahore Ahmadiyya Booth.

A  view of the Lahore Ahmadiyya Booth at the London Book Fair.

What Our Readers Say
Collr. Anne Roberts, Mayor of Woking
Thank you for your letter.
The Mayor of Woking , Councillor Anne Roberts, was delighted to attend your event and found the 
day very enjoyable and informative.
Best wishes
Pauline
(From: Pauline.Jackson@woking.gov.uk)
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Dr. Zafar Iqbal, Ph.D., Woking
It was a pleasure to be of any help. I thoroughly enjoyed the day and was fascinated by the in-depth 
history of the Mosque and those who gave their lifetime dedication to the cause!
Best wishes
(Senior Policy Officer (Community Engagement) | Corporate Strategy
Woking Borough Council, Woking.

Dr. Gerdien Jonker, Berlin, Germany.
Dear Dr. Saeed,
Thank you again for your invitation to participate in the Centenary Convention. I have enjoyed meet-
ing you and your community. Thank you also for your trust for letting me speak without knowing 
what would come of it. Everything went well, our minds met, I learnt a lot. It was a very valuable 
experience.

You told me that I can turn to you whenever I have a question or need something for my research. 
We already spoke about the back issues of "The Light" which you could make available. I really ap-
preciate your kindness.

Mr. Amir Aziz, General Secretary, Lahore.
I would like to congratulate AAIIL(UK) on organizing such a wonderful International Convention from 
3rd to 5th May 2013 to commemorate Hundred Years of Woking Muslim Mission and pay tribute to 
the memory of Hazrat Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din who landed on the soil of England and laid foundation 
of a unique Islamic Centre at the Shah Jehan Mosque, Woking. It was a historic moment not only for 
AAIIL but also for the Muslims in UK. It was a very successful event to show how the pristine message 
of Islam presented by the Lahore Ahmadiyya Movement can impress the western mind. Universal 
vision of Islam and its stance on inter-religious dialogue had given birth to a new civilization of 
knowledge and progress in the Middle Ages and can again regenerate an era of peace and harmony 
which Prophet Jesus visualised in the form of “second coming”. The Founder of the Ahmadiyya 
Movement has given a true intellectual interpretation of the prophecies of Prophet Jesus and the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) about the signs of the Latter 
Age. May Allah enable us to continue the legacy of re-interpretation of Islam in the West so that the 
West with an insight of Islamic spirituality may come out of its material obsession and make the final 
Divine Guidance a new force of their world dominance.

First day at Wembley
Hazrat Ameer delivered Friday sermon describing characteristics of an Islamic society in the light 
of the Holy Qur’an and prayed for the success of the Convention. Representatives from Holland, 
USA, Suriname and Pakistan addressed the audience. Dr. Ikram Jahangiri from USA delivered an 
excellent presentation with slides and extracts of speeches of the well-known Christian evangelist 
Billy Graham. He discussed in detail some of the popular vexing questions about Christianity with 
reference to the Founder of the Ahmadiyya Movement’s booklet “ A Reply to the Four Questions 
of a Christian” which has given detailed reply to these questions and to which Billy Graham with all 
his knowledge and oratory could not. The presentation was highly appreciated by the participants.

Second Day at Woking
Hazrat Ameer, Deputy Mayor of London, Mr. Jonathan Lord MP, Lord Tariq Ahmad of Wimbledon, 
Mr. Chief Executive Woking Borough Council, Dr.Zahid Aziz and Dr. Gerdien Jonker, a research scholar 
from Berlin, Germany and I addressed the audience of the Convention. Videos of various occasions 
held at the Shah Jehan Mosque celebrated in Woking were shown on big screen. It was an exciting 
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moment of going into the glorious past our elders who carved out a history with their amazing faith 
and commitment to the cause of Islam.

An impressive Book stall was organized with sections of rare publications for display, translations 
of the Holy Qur’an and books of other prominent writers of the Lahore Ahmadiyya Movement into 
various languages of the World and booklets for distribution.

Later in the late afternoon groups were taken to the Light Box Exhibition House, The Shah Jehan 
Mosque and the Brookwood Cemetery.

Third Day at Wembley
It was the Final day of the Convention. Delegates from various countries presented their views about 
the Convention. They all thanked AAIIL (UK) for organizing such an excellent programme. Secretary 
of AAIIL(UK) Mr. Shahid Aziz in his concluding speech emphasised the importance of taking Bai’at 
and paying monthly subscription. Hazrat Ameer in his closing du’a advised members of the Jama’ats 
all over the world to consider the significance of Time and utilize it in the service of Islam and the 
Ahmadiyya Movement.

I appreciate untiring efforts of the president, Secretary and Management Committee of AAIIL(UK) for 
making this event a great success. I hope people will enjoy its details in coming issues of the HOPE 
Bulletin and soon videos will be uploaded on our websites: virtualmosque.uk. org and aaiil.org.

I reached home safely. Thanks for your assistance and help. I am grateful to AAII (UK) for providing 
opportunity to express my thoughts at the Convention and hope that it had been up to the expecta-
tions of the participants. I would like to suggest that photos of the Convention and video clips would 
be uploaded onto our websites at the earliest as many people are eager to see them and also those 
who are not aware of the proceedings of the Convention.

Appreciation for the HOPE Bulletin Team
Hope you are well busy as usual. On behalf of the Central Anjuman, I would like to appreciate your 
commendable efforts to continue the work of compilation and publication and also distribution of 
the monthly HOPE. The Hope in its new format with some added features shows your keen interest 
and untiring efforts to make this Bulletin an impressive organ of the Central Anjuman and for that 
matter of the Lahore Ahmadiyya Movement. It is gradually becoming an effective source of linking 
the Centre with other Jama’ats in the world. I hope and pray that with your wisdom and endeav-
ours and concerted efforts of the team, HOPE will prove a very effective mouthpiece of the Central 
Anjuman. Please convey my and that of Hazrat Ameer’s good wishes and thanks to the members of 
your voluntary team including the talented young man Mr. Erwan Hamdani from Jakarta. May Allah 
bless them all- (Amir Aziz, General Secretary, AAIIL) The addressee wants to remain anonymous.

Mrs. Galida Badoella, Suriname
First of all thanks to Almighty ALLAH and then thanks to you all for making it possible for me to 
participate in the UK Convention. Thank you very much for support, guidance and allowing me to 
read out the message of our president Dr. Robert Bippett and a brief recitation of the Holy Qur’an.

I enjoyed participating in this Convention and have experienced the spiritual atmosphere. It was a 
fruitful and successful Convention. I learned a lot about Hazrat Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din Sahib. May 
Allah shower His choicest blessings on the saintly soul of the Great Khwaja and grant us strength and 
opportunity to serve the cause of Islam.
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Mrs. Nur Alam, president, Sydney Jama’at, Australia.
On behalf of members of the Australian Jama’at, I would like to wish you all the very best with your 
Convention. May Allah make you all successful. Ameen.

I am sorry that none of us was able to attend but our prayers are with you. Please pass on our 
salaams and best wishes to all your members and attendees.

Mr. A. S. Santeo, Rotterdam, Holland
I am pleased to assure you that all people from Holland are very grateful for all the help and care 
we received from you and your team in the UK during the Convention. What was initially meant to 
be a one-day Convention for the Centenary celebration of the Woking Muslim Mission, grew into a 
3-day international convention of our Movement. We have to thank Allah for this achievement as 
a blessing and to brothers like you and Shahid Aziz Sahib and other members of the Team without 
whom all this would not have been possible. Particularly the good care you personally took for the 
people who came by coach from Holland. We are much obliged to you and your Jama’at. Allah 's 
blessings be upon you and all your loved ones. Ameen. At present I am with Hazrat Ameer and Mian 
Umar Farooq Sahib & his wife in Berlin to discuss renovation work.

Dr. Ikram Jahangiri,California, USA
As a Jamaat member, I want to thank you for wonderfully arranging a large function. There are many 
parts to any such function and were well taken care of. Firstly, the program was well laid out and 
announced beforehand. Secondly, all the activities were predictable and free of surprises. Thirdly, 
every speaker got a chance to speak/present. Fourthly, comfort/food etc. for each participant was 
well provided for. Fifthly, media broadcast for remote audience was well arranged. Sixthly, the non-
Jamaat guests on Saturday were of august background.

Of course the next function will build up on the last experience that we can discuss when we get 
close to it. It will give us another chance to know each other more and thank you for thinking about 
us. Given your busy and hectic schedule/activities, it would be wrong on part of any guest, including 
us, to have expected any more attention from you, which was already abundant.

For me and Lubna, it was a sort of mini-vacation as well, that we plugged in with the function, which 
in turn shortened our participation and socialization. However, our invitation to your family is still on 
the table for a trip to California.

* * * * *

The Founder of the Ahmadiyya Movement has given a true 
intellectual interpretation of the prophecies of Prophet 
Jesus and the Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) about the signs of the 
Latter Age. May Allah enable us to continue the legacy 
of re-interpretation of Islam in the West so that the West 
with an insight of Islamic spirituality may come out of its 
material obsession and make the final Divine Guidance a 
new force of their world dominance.

“

“
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blessings of Allah be on him). LOVE also generates peace and happiness in the society. Follow the 
commandments of ALLAH and His Messenger, the Holy Prophet MUHAMMAD and earn an ever-lasting life here 
in this world and in the Hereafter. 
 
May Allah bless you all.  
 

 
 

Ahmad Nawaz, Hayward, California 
I have just finished reading the February 2013 issue of the HOPE Bulletin dedicated to the memory of the late 
Br. Akbar Abdullah. I must say that your team has worked very hard to collect facts about the life and 
contributions made by our late Br. Akbar. The formatting of the Bulletin and photographs have made it very 
impressive and visual.  Br. Akbar deserved such a beautiful dedication.  
 
I wish to congratulate you for making the Bulletin more than just a news bulletin.  
 
The brief life history of the Holy Prophet Muhammad (sas) by our new sister in the fold of Islam, Christiane 
Backer, is very impressive and shows how his Perfect Example has inspired her thoughts and behaviour. I am 
sure her book “From MTV to Mecca” must be worth reading. Thanks for introducing the autobiography of a 
highly popular figure in the Western media, who, by her own study, has adopted Islam, and is facing challenges 
with firm faith and conviction.   
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ISLAM stands for: I SHALL LOVE ALL MANKIND 
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A Word of Thanks
We acknowledge with thanks and prayers  for the invaluable voluntary services rendered by 
our members in making the Centenary a great success:

Mrs. Jermilia Khan,. Mrs. & Mrs. Shahid Aziz, Mr. & Mrs. Azhar-ud-Din Ahmad and their 
daughters, Dr. Zahid Aziz, Mr. Selim Ahmed, Mr. Mudassar Aziz, Mr. Haider Zafar, Mr. & Mrs. 
Zaman Shaw, Mr. Nasir Ahmad, Dr. & Mrs. Jawad Ahmad and their sons, Mr. & Mrs. Khalid 
Iqbal, Mr. & Mrs. Khayyam Zafar and their daughter Simra, Mr. & Mrs. Arjumand Sadiq, Mr. & 
Mrs. Mushtaq Allie and their daughter Adeeba, Mr. & Mrs. Waseem Tahir and their daughter 
Juhin, Mr. & Mrs. Hamad Ahmad and their sons and Mrs. Bano Anwar, the Incharge of the 
Mission House at Wembley, Mrs. Habib Saqib and her sons. May Allah bless them all.

Hazrat. Ameer Dr. A. K. Saeed  
and others in Suriname

Hazrat Ameer Dr. A. K. Saeed, Dr. Zahid Aziz, Mr. Shahid Aziz along with Mr. Shaikh Kassiem, 
president of Ahmadiyya Anjuman, Hague after attending funeral of our devoted brother 
late Mr. Shakoer Hoeseni on 29th June, 2013 and a meeting at the Paulkrugerlaan Mosque, 
Hague, left for Suriname next morning. So far they have conducted several short courses 
in Paramaribo and Nakerie and several other mosques of the SIV. Detailed report about 
their visit will be published in the coming issues. 


