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BRITISH MUSL’*IM SOCIETY, LONDON

L (BY I'TABLBU LLAY Lovwnov 5)

HE Society have had a most :successiul

month, both .as regards attendance and
lectures, durmn‘ «November 1928, the Rt. Hon.
Lord I[eu.dle'f “the Piesident, bemg able to pre-
side at all the moetings.
lectures to - which members and non-members
alike had the pleasure of listoning was that of
Sirdar- lkbal- Alt  Shah, . the well-known
journalist and anthority on Eastern affairs.,, His
leotnre entitled “Phe Truth. about the Moslem
Modernization ™’ (which was ! delivered on
November 18, 1928) proved a great draw. The
London Mushm Prayer House, which is entiroly
supported by the  Woking Muslim Mission and
is-the scene -of the Society's weekly lectnres,
was packed with an audience represeuting
practically every nationality.  The lecturer
began by pointing out that his subwct was In
the natnro of glad tldmgs to those who liad
drunk deep at the fountain of Press .misrepre-
sentation in the West as to Eastern affairs, and

an. antidote to the poison of disappointment
whlch had been caused in the minds of such

Muslims as had not had the Opportumty of.
£LAaw -I-Lﬁmnnl oS Hu: ﬂf’ﬂtﬂ ﬁ'F Hﬂ:.&lrs 111 the

Hﬂﬁillé .I.U..I.. iy
pnesent-da.y Muslim world For the cledvage

.and, disrnption of which the English Press in
pa.rtlcula.r ‘has of late seemed to make S0 much,
existed/not at_-all “in the Muslim world: "'"The

Sirdar Sahib incidentally referred to one of the
Journa,hsm, .

heartrending defects of Eastern
na,mely the fact that Eastern newspapers copied

in loto all that was reported -in- the "Weftern
journals; even as ‘to matters st}]ely concerning

the East, without even troubling -to ‘sift the
evidence for themselves. ~ The- Essterners—and
he emphasized this point very strongly—should
not rely on. “Western uews—agenmea whose -sole
aim' it would-appear to:be to broadcast malicious
gossip for the
‘Muslim countries. - This - he. illustrated by
quoting a few " instances showing -how certain
. .events had beemma.mpula.l:ed and garbled and
ﬁctlbmus storws ‘and plctures mvented *

s vy ]
<, If modermza.tmn meant Eumpeamzatlon,

a.ud if - Eumpeammtlon brought in its train
- ijndustrialization, then he .was of opinion: that.|:
“Muslims conld ‘be modernized without ceasing-

"._‘.t;o be Muslims. . But if, on the other hand,

G poverty was aynonymous wnth sa.va.gery, and a

poor man was not to be regarded . 'as ecivilized,

" worth- having at all. The Sirdar Sahib,
 dpwards of .40,000 - miles, .found ‘that Muslims
understood thexr rehglon better than ~ ever

before*.

fm whwhanumber of frnands took pa,rt' Mr.

- Omar Rankin, son of Sir Reginald Rankin,
Bart., who accepted Islam in 1927," Mr:
Ikbal, M.A., and Professor H. M. Let:m express-

mg t.helr [vmws on the snbject

L

| for the your
One of the outstanding,

purpoee of sowing discord among

After: the, lecture a heated dlscusswn atmv.eu:'i;;:éi
“|-all like ‘to .see’ his

|+ laboured abnn&a,ntly and has .given an enor-
Aftab

- The laclma wns followed by the nnnual
mesting of :the Society, when the Secrotary,:.
Mr. 1. lmv.;_,uwe, snbuittod the balanee-shoet
27-28, and pointed out' that™
there was w bl]ﬂ'[lt LlBﬁGlL which wns, however,

lcounterbalunced by « lmge membewlnp T he': '
| Soctety had made good hendway, jand new .
members were enrolling daily. The Society

had 1its members all the world over and: was

| very anxious to increase their number,

| The . following office-bearers were elected,
for the year 1928-29); Liord leadloy, President;
Professor Haroun M. Leon and Al-Hojj Is_hwaqa
Knamal 'ad-Din, Viece-Presidents; Mr. H. Love-:
orove, N Seeretmy, Myr. M. Yosri (of Cairo), .Joint,
Secretary; aud live members of the working.
commitiee, to wit: Mr. ‘Abdu ’I- \[a.]zd M.A
lmam of the  Mosque, Woking; '[‘ogo'
Tzushima (who would act as '.l"re&surcr) ‘M. 'L, ;
Ahmad, Mr. Zaman Shah .and Madmois,ella,
| Fakhri Sontfi.

The Society is, it is gratifiying to note,
becoming wmore and more popular, and at the
celebration of the Blrthda.y of the Pmphet
there - was ‘& record &uwuuul‘lbu, Hiniiy .of the;
visitors being Englishmeu of note wlo ‘have;
become mtareeted in.Islam through the aﬁ'orts

of the Society. ; ‘ !

The members -attend all functions v.'rhere’
Islam 1s discussed. Very-recently,-at.a lecture by :
Professor Margoliouth on “The Koran before
the Near and 1dtye Bast Society . of London ’
four members of -£fe British Muslim Society were”
presenit. -, Thus tﬁey avail ‘themselves of every ;
opportunity. foridispelling the wrong notions,
'on Islam which 'a.re rampant in the British. Isles..
‘The Secretary, who "is the auther .of a book"
‘entitled What is Islam? (Published by the Trust’
for the Encouragement of Muslim Religious:
‘Literature, the Mosque, Woking), has distributed
f 2’ few dozen copies of his book gvatiq, and the’
résult is that he is constantly receiving inquiries’
| and requests for more literature. . "This involves:
expeuse , which, as -can” well “be imagined, is.
becommg very- hea.vy But if friends a,broar]
Ja.nd at home gwe the Sociéty 8 helpmg hand
‘in this“labour of love; much can be achieved. -

The greatesb need-of the Society is to raise:
suffictent : funds " to ena.ble it to advertise 1itg;
| lectures ..in -'the varlous English . WeeL]y and -

.| : monthly periocicals.
tﬁen he wonderd if such. modermz&tmn was’ P

m the

course of his extensive travels Whlch covered | 4 Society has always received from the Af ghan,

Finally, mention must also be made of the
-valuablé-help, “finanecial - and otherwise, "which

Legation in London. J

Lord . Headley 18 Workmg ‘hard to obt.am &
site for the London leamlyyah Mosqne I..and_
"it London is wvery eXpensive, ‘and we shonld
ideals ‘realized. Ifo "hag

mous amount of time and care to this work.
‘May he'live long, and may peace and bleesmgs

| ‘ be mth hm:-. :-.md h1s aﬁ‘orts L S
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