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NOTES

The Eid-ul-Fitr, 1342 A.H.

The Eid-ul-Fitr was celebrated, as usual, at the Mosque,
Woking, on Sunday, May 4th. The numbers present exceeded
all expectations. The intermingling of all nationaliti%of the
world not only presented a unique spectacle in its€lf, but
furnished a proof, at once vivid and arresting, of the living
Brotherhood of Islam.

We have to thank our brothers and sisters in the Faith
for their selfless and untiring efforts in making the occasion
a success.

A full report of the festival appears elsewhere in these

pages.
“ 'The Sources of Christianity.” !

The rapid spread and general reception of Christianity
may, unquestionably, be accepted as a proof that it originally
contained some vital truth; it may be regarded also as an
equally certain proof that it contained a large admixture of
error—of error that is cognizable and detectable by the
higher human minds of all ages. As a perfect pure faith it
found too little preparation for it in the common mind and
heart to admit of prompt reception. It would hardly have
spread as rapidly as it did had it remained as pure as it
came from the lips of Jesus. It owes its success, probably,
at least as much to the corruptions which speedily encrusted

! The Sources of Christianity, by the Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din.
The Basheer Muslim Library, Islamic Review Office, Woking. Pp. 183,
2s. 6d. net.
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it, and to errors which were early incorporated with it, as
to the ingredient of pure and sublime truth which it con-
tained. Its progress among the Jews was practically next
to nothing; but among the Pagans its rapid growth was
greatly “attributable to its metaphysical accretions and its
heathen corruptions. Had it retained its original purity and
simplicity, had it been kept free from all extraneous admix-
tures, a system of noble Theism and lofty morality, as Jesus
delivered it, where would it now have been ? Would it have
reached our times as a substantive religion at all ? Would
truth have floated down to us without the borrowed wings
of error ? These are but a few of the questions, interesting,
“though, perhaps, purely speculative, that various authors
have from time to time ventured to answer.

One thing is certain : much bservation of the conver-
sations and controversy of the \Erious Christian sects have
produced a general conviction that the evil resulting from
the received notions as to Scriptural authority has been
immensely under-estimated. There is scarcely a low and
dishonouring conception of God current among men, scarcely
a narrow and malignant passion of the human heart, scarcely
a mor@g obliquity, scarcely a political error or misdeed, for
which Biblical texts are not adduced to countenance and
justify them. Many honest, clear, and aspiring minds have
been hampered and baffled in their struggles after truth and
light ; many tender, pure and loving hearts have been
hardened, perverted, and forced to a denial of their noble
nature and their better instinets, by the ruthless influence
of some passages of the Bible which seemed in. the clearest
language to condemn the good and to denounce the true.

Little progress can be hoped- for, either for religious
science or charitable feeling, till the question of Biblical .
authority and the mythical aspect of Christianity shall have

been placed upon a sound footing, and viewed in a very
different light.

The Object of the Book.

The object of this recent work from the able pen of the
Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din may be summed up in a few words.
It essays to throw light on the basis upon which the huge
structure of the Church, its dogmas and ritualism, are
founded. Tt is but a pioneer work. A treatise on such a
subject that is chiefly negative and critical cannot be exhaus-
tive. It can never be other than preparatory. But the
clearing of the ground is a necessary preliminary to the
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growing of the seed; the removal of superincumbent
rubbish is indispensable to the discovery and extraction of
the buried and intermingled ore; and the liberation of the
mind from forestalling misconceptions, misguiding prejudices,
and hampering and distracting fears must precede its setting
forth, with any chance of success, in the pursuit of Truth.

The Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din is not the only worker in
this field, as he candidly admits. He acknowledges such
authorities as Nork, Dupuis, Frazer and not a few others.
But he presents the results of their labours, as well as his
independent research, with a freshness and a force; in a
spirit at once so sincere, high-minded and devout, as to
compel the attention of unprejudiced truth-loving people.
He approaches the subject with a psychology differing some-
what from that of the earlier writers, who deny the historicity
of Jesus, and accept him only as a mythical conception,
handed down from antiquity to the succeeding generations,
with the requisite change in name and place, but retaining
its pristine characteristic.

To the Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din, however, Jesus is a great
Prophet, a Messenger of God, who lived and tried tp uplift
his “fellow-men ; though veiled in a mystery too ‘nse to
allow an average eye to penetrate to the realities. The
author, in his prefatory note, while commenting on the fact
that the book was written during his sojourn at Mecca,
says :—

The time and the environments at Mecca were sacred and uplifting
enough to create that psychology—free from bias and prejudice—
that is needed for entering upon a subject so delicate ; on one side
to speak of a personage, favoured and exalted in the Muslim estima-
tion as Jesus is ; and on the other to expose the falsity and unworthi-
ness of the colours in which he has been so unfortunately portrayed
by the over-zeal and time-serving policy of those who, in the beginning

of the darkness of the Middle Ages, sought to secure precedence for
their faith over the other cults of the day.

The book, we earnestly hope, will not be regarded as
antagonistic to the faith of Christ. It is with a strong con-
viction that popular Christianity is not the religion of Jesus,
that the learned author resolved to publish his views. What
Jesus really did and taught, and whether his doctrines were
perfect or superhuman, are questions which afford ample
matter for an independent work, and the author has carefully
avoided any statement of his personal opinion.

He concludes the work with a chapter on the Rehglon
of Love,” wherein he proves conclusively that Islam alone
can succeed in establishing peace on earth.
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« LConference on Living Religions within the
- Empire.” '

Of the many conferences arranged to take place during
the British Empire Exhibition, one of the most interesting
will be that organized by a Committee under Sir Edward
Denison Ross.

The British Empire has representatives of almost all the
great religions, as well as many primitive forms of religion.
The organizers of the present Conference have invited dis-
tinguished representatives of various living religions within
the British Empire, to give a personal and intimate inter-
pretation of their own particular beliefs, with a view to the
dissemination of accurate information, and the removal of
misunderstanding.

Our readers will, of course, welcome the news that Islam
is to be represented by Al Haj the Khwaja Kamal-ud-Din,
and that Khwaja Nazir Ahmad will deliver an address on
Sufism in Islam.

During the first six days of the Conference, the principal
religions, which will be considered are Islam, Buddhism,
Hinduiygn ; Sikhs, Jainies, Parsees, Taoists and Confucians
will be®ncluded, together with some of the more primitive
forms of religion. The seventh and eighth days will be
devoted to some of the Modern Movements which are arising
both in the East and the West, while on the ninth and tenth
days of the Conference papers will be read of a more general
nature on the sociological aspects of these religions.

1

-Christianity only a Social System. .

It is significant that whereas almost all religions will
be represented, Christianity is intentionally excluded. It is
but another proof, to which we gladly subscribe, that it is
no more a living religion. It is merely a social system.
Besides, it would be difficult to decide which Christian
denomination should be invited. Each would oppose the
other ; and if representatives of all the Christian sects were
to address the Conference, it would never come to a close.

~The Holy Prophet and Christian Roguery.

There is no man in history who has been the object of
so much discussion, due either to extreme hatred or great
love, as the Holy Prophet Muhammad. The position he
has occupied in history is difficult to define, and is in many
respects unique. He has been a central figure, to a large
part of mankind, during the last thirteen centuries. His

190



NOTES

great enemies were the Pagans of Arabia; but their hos-
tility is as nothing compared to that shown by the Christians.

It is a strange irony of fate that the Holy Prophet, who
so manifestly honoured Jesus, respected his teachings and
-vindicated him and Mary, his mother, from the false charges
heaped against them by the Jews, has been made the object
of the grossest abuse and the vilest calumnies by the followers
of Jesus. Since the time when vague rumours about the
Saracens began to reach Europe, he has been styled ¢ the
arch enemy of Christianity ”; and it has been the pious
duty of devout Christians to expose what they call the
*“ imposture and deception of this great Anti-Christ.”

There are several phases through which the history of
the Holy Prophet has passed in Europe. The first idea that
Christians formed of the Prophet of Arabia was, that his
followers accepted and worshipped him as a deity. Perhaps
that was due to the handicap under which they themselves
were labouring. For they could not understand, nor appre-
ciate, a class of people serving faithfully, selfless and devoutly,
a fellow human being. Thus, in the labyrinth of their popular
fancy, while they applied the title of * True God >’ to Jesus,
the Holy Prophet Muhammad received the appellation of
the ¢ False God.” ‘

With the advance of time, however, a new theory began
to shape itself. Having realized that the Holy Prophet
Muhammad never claimed to be a God, but His servant
and Messenger only, the Christians of the Middle Ages could
not bring themselves to believe that any lofty ideals or
moral teachings could originate from a non-Christian. He,
then, was represented as a Christian Cardinal, a * bad
devotee, full of perfidy,” who had proved to be ‘ untrue to
his salt ”’ because he was not elected Pope. In consequence
of this imaginary sin, a Scottish poet dreamt that he
descended into hell, and among Pontius Pilate, Judas the
Traitor, King Herod, Bishop Amnas, Simon Magus, and
others he also found the * prophet poisonable.”

Although out of place, it may not be amiss to state that
the name Muhammad has had a narrow escape from becoming
an abusive term. Once only the Holy Prophet has been
allowed to have suitable company. The credit goes to an
heretic, the author of the T'ribus Impostoribus, who accounts
Moses, Jesus and Muhammad as the ‘ three impostors.”

The ‘ Cunning Magician,” “ epileptic false-prophet,”
“ camel stealer,” are but a few of the epithets by Which
Christians, to exhibit their Christian charity and higher
mentality, refer to the Holy Prophet.
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It would seem to be high time for Christians to know
better ; and yet the principle of ““ once a Christian, always
a Christian,” applies more to-day than in the days gone by.

At a recent Christian conference for the evangelization
of the Muslim world, a high Church dignitary had the satis-
faction of abusing the Holy Prophet to the full extent of the
English vocabulary. The audience joined in the chorus.
But, perhaps, they were literally following the example of
Jesus, who, too, according to the Scriptures, had this
weakness.

Will the Muslims within the Empire, of which we hear
so much in these days, let this insult pass unobserved, and
thus themselves add injury to it ?

EID-UL-FITR

SUNDAY, the 4th of May, opened fine, and with every
prospect of a sunny spring day; and it is estimated,
I was told, that upwards of six hundred persons—a
number largely in excess of the average attendance
of recent years—journeyed to Woking to take part
in the celebration of the Festival of Eid-ul-Fitr, at
the beautiful Mosque, which is, and will ever be, the
rallying point for Muslims in Great Britain, and,
indeed, in the West.

Brilliant Oriental costumes added many a spot of
vivid colour to a gathering which must always, I
should imagine, be picturesque in the extréme; and
the scene on the spacious lawn before the Memorial
House, prior to the commencement of the Prayers
and. subsequent thereto, was one of the utmost
animation.

Unhappily, the fair promise of the morning did
not altogether materialize, and towards two o’clock
rain fell heavily though intermittently, and with
intervals of pale sunshine. This problem of the
weather would seem to be assuming an aspect of
increasing urgency, as the date of the Festival approxi-
mates more and more to the winter months. On the
present occasion, the forethqught of the Imam,
Khwaja Nazir Ahmad, who was personally responsible

for all the admirable arrangements made for the-
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comfort of the guests, had provided a refuge—in the
shape of three large marquees erected on the lawn—
in which the tables were laid for lunch, thus enabling
visitors to be independent, to a certain extent, of
passing showers, however heavy.

“Yes,” observed a prominent member of the
Mission Staff, * the question of how to accommodate
our guests will soon become very serious. On a day
like this,” he continued, with a glance at the crowded
lawns, “it is all very well; and really we have,
during the twelve years of the Mission’s existence in
England, had quite exceptional good fortune in this
respect. But our job is also to look ahead. With
the Eid Festival falling in the month of February,
say, to the accompaniment of heavy rain, or sleet or
snow, or at the best, a biting north-easter such as
the late Charles Kingsley professed to enjoy, a
marquee may be reckoned but a vain thing. Visions
of influenza, and double pneumonia, and the spectres
of all maladies imaginable, will deter many Muslims
from making their usual journey, and deplete the Eid
Special from Waterloo—which, by the way, we hope
to make a permanent feature of the day—to the
extent of more than half of its passengers. And we
cannot blame them. But what are we to do? As
you have seen for yourself, the Mosque is very small,
and the Memorial House itself—though adequate
enough for the Mission Staff—was not built or designed
for the reception of crowds, however meagre; and
is, indeed, lacking in every sort of convenience neces-
sary for the purpose. No. I assure you the problem
is causing us some anxious moments, but, Inshallah,
we shall solve it as we have been enabled to solve
even tougher ones before now.’

I could not but admit the justice of his remarks ;
and as I gazed later at the throng of worshippers
standing and prostrating themselves as they recited
the Prayers—led by the Imam—and later as they sat

llstenmg to an eloquent and singularly forceful
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sermon from the same impressive personality, I could
not help glancing with my mind’s eye from that
bright lJawn (for the sun was shining now) to the
same, veiled in the damp, clammy mists of your
English February—and I shivered involuntarily. As
a well-known Indian publicist remarked to me, “It
would almost seem as if Muslim Festivals were not
intended for the English climate.” Yet surely there
must be many wealthy Muslims who, recognizing the
appeal of the Woking Mosque, and its supreme and
ever-growing importance as the hub of Islam in the
West, will see to it that means may be provided
whereby their brethren in the Faith may be enabled
to attend the Festivals as readily in foul weather as
" in fair—in the frosts and snows of winter as in the
glowing hours of summer. A suitable building might
surely be erected—but that is, of course, part of the
problem to be solved.

I write as a stranger—as one who has. paid but
one previous visit to the Mosque, and has never
before been present at the Eid Festival. I feel that
it would be presumptuous in such an one to say much.
Rather is it for him to marvel—to stand reverently
before the simple impressiveness of that service
devoid of all the trappings of ritual that tend so
insidiously to hide the face of God from His creatures
—to acknowledge with wonder, almost with a feeling
of bewilderment, the actual, real and living spirit of
universal brotherhood—become at last a fact upon
earth—which seems to unite worshippers of every
rank, from prince to pedlar, before their Lord.

The Imam’s sermon—an appeal for broadminded-
ness and brotherly feeling between Muslim and
Christian—was a masterpiece of tact and logic,
tinged now and again with a subtle irony, but aglow
from first to last with a zealot’s fervour. It is an
ideal which he, in common, I should hope, with all
true Muslims, holds near to his heart, and his words
may well have given food for thought to many that

heard him then.
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Luncheon was served in the marquees at 1.15,
after which many of the guests returned to London ;
the restricted train service, which is, I gather, the
leading characteristic of the English Sunday, rendering
so early a departure unavoidable.

J. B. MuNRro.

BY THE MOSQUE OF WOKING.

Over six hundred Mohammedans from every part of the
world, including Great Britain, met here at the Mosque to-day
for the Muslim Festival of Eid-ul-Fitr, Kochak Bairam, which
marks the end of the Month of Fasting. ‘

It was a picturesque and colourful congregation which I saw
gathered on the lawns in front of the Mosque in the courtyard
of which a fountain splashed and tinkled.

The costumes were varied in the extreme. Fezes in shades
of red, top hats, soft hats, turbans, caps and astrachan hats
covered the worshippers’ heads, gorgeously coloured -robes,
lounge suits, frock-coats and even “ plus four ” suits, their bodies.

Facing the East the Imam of the Mosque recited prayers
with that curiously musical intonation used by Muslim priests.
Those who could stood, knelt or prostrated themselves on the
praying-carpet ; those who could not removed their shoes and
did likewise on the grass.

Then, turning to his congregation, the Imam, a young man
black bearded, in immaculate morning coat and grey trousers,
delivered an address on * Religion and Peace.” He addressed
himself mainly to the  Christianity and War ”’ debates at the
Copec Conference.

“ o Christian friends I say,” he said, * come to an equitable
proposition with us Muslims and be as broadminded as we are.
To Muslims, I say, ‘ Trust in God, but tie your camel.””

Lord Headley and Sir Archibald Abdullah Hamilton were
two well-known members of the English worshippers, while
amongst others were three Indian Princes, one Indian Princess,
and the Egyptian and Persian Ministers and their staffs. (Daily
News, May 5, 1924.)

MUSLIM CRITICISM OF THE ¢ COPEC.”

Khwaja Nazir Ahmad, the Imam of the Mosque at Woking,
who presided yesterday at the celebration of the Muslim Festival
of Eid-ul-Fitr, Kochak Bairam, which marks the conclusion of
the Month of Fasting, addressed Muslims of many races who
had assembled in the grounds of the Mosque. .

The establishment of peace upon the earth was the all-
engrossing topic. of to-day, said the Imam. Great had been his
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delight at hearing last month that a Conference on Christian
politics, economics, and citizenship had been summoned.” These
chroniclers of peace—the delegates—went back to their follow-
ings with the satisfaction that the establishment of the world
peace was quite in keeping with the teachings of Him who
*‘ came not to send peace on earth, but the sword.”

These chroniclers of peace exhibited a wonderful spirit of
tolerance by excluding from the Conference the Roman Catholics
and a few other Christian denominations that dared differ from
their dogmatic beliefs. Admirable as were the intentions of
the Conference, its deliberations én every conceivable subject in
heaven and earth were not worth, as its very name, C.Q.P.E. "
suggested, a Russian copeck. It was in vain to cry peace where
there was no peace. The ideals involved were wholly irrecon-
cilable, and until the mentality of the whole world was changed
peace could not be’ enduring, nor could it be achieved by resolu-
tions or treaties. In conclusion, the Imam asked his Christian
friends to “ come to an equitable proposition ” with the Muslims,
and to be as broadminded as they were. “We believe their
Prophet Jesus; will they accept our Prophet Muhammad ? If
they turn back, as most probably they will, then I say : ¢ Bear
witness that we are Muslims,” the peace-makers. It is they
who will be the losers. It is they for whom there will be no
peace. To Muslims I say: You will become, onee again,
rulers of the world if you act according to the advice of the Holy
Prophet, and ‘Trust in God, but tie your camel.’” (Morning
Post, May 5, 1924.)

EID-UL-FITR SERMON
RELIGION AND PEACE

By Kawasa Nazir Aumap

“Say: O followers of the Book ! come to an equitable pro-

position between us and you that we shall not serve any but
Allah and (that) we shall not associate aught with Him, and
(that) some of us shall not take others for lords besides Allah ;
but if they turn back, then say : Bear witness that we are
Muslims.”-—Tue HoLy QUR-AN, iil. 63.
THE establishment of Peace upon the earth is the
all-engrossing topic of to-day. It has stirred men’s
minds to severe criticism of the circumstances at
present existing, and has inspired them to earnest
endeavours to discover a solution of the problem.

The tremendous questions of the nature of God
and His purpose in the world have occupied and

perplexed the greatest intellects from the beginning.
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They can hardly be debated with benefit before a
mixed audience, even though the discussion be
founded on previous investigations and foregone con-
clusions. It would be laying down a very old doctrine
which would command a ready and general assent
if the fulfilment of a Divine purpose is attributed to
a continuous Divine activity in human history. It
would be like preaching to the converted, if war is
styled a Divine visitation of the already suffering
human race. .

There is no task at once so difficult and so thank-
less as that of endeavouring to set right something
that has gone wrong. It means an upheaval of con-
victions, a readjustment of opinion—an entire altera-
tion—not only of outlook, but of point of view. Itis
alike the one certain method of making enemies; and
the one sure test of popular prejudice. Nevertheless,
this task is set before the world of to-day, if the great
lessons of the last war are worth anything. I do
not desire to obtrude or to apologize for the outspoken
statements that I shall make to-day. Some, perhaps,
will be too outspoken for even present-day liberal-
mindedness. Perhaps it is my youth that prompts’
me to this arduous task. Perhaps I shall regret it,
but that is for you to say.

None but those who, like myself, have lived in
a Western country for long, can appreciate what pious
hypocrisy means. Not that I have any right to
complain, even if I were fated to live as a recluse for
ever. I can add little, or nothing, to the pleasure
of any company. I like to listen rather than to talk ;
for when anything apposite does occur to me, it is
generally the day after the conversation has taken
place. I do not, however, love good talk the less
for these defects of mine; and I console myself with
the thought that I sustain the part of a judicious
‘listener—not always an easy one. i

Great, then, was my delight at hearing last month

that a Conference on Christian Politics, Economics
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and Citizenship had been summoned. High were its
ideals, as put forward by Principal Garvie; vast was
the scope of its programme; tremendous were the
_propositions advanced in the speeches, or adopted in
the resolutions of this 'voluntary organization.

A Royal message welcomed these discussions * by
the citizens of a Christian country ”; and greetings
were sent by Mr. Ramsay MacDonald, who has been
overpowered by the Spirit of Christ in proportion to
his political advancement. It is significant, however,
that whereas the Royal message created no excite-
ment, Mr. MacDonald’s greetings were enthusiastically
applauded. He said :—

In our world to-day we are so hemmed about with artificiali-
ties and distractions, that the consideration of the great problems
of life and of affairs is apt to be distorted, or to lose itself among
the diversity of our divided aims. But one thing can hold us to
our goal and keep our powers fresh and undiverted; and that
is the living belief in Christian doctrines and the simplicity of
spirit which the Christian faith engenders.

The delegates, who numbered twelve hundred,
having discussed and talked for days, and passed
resolutions, went back to their followings with the
satisfaction that the establishment of the world
‘Peace is quite in keeping with the teachings of him
who ““ came not to send peace on earth, but the Sword.”
These chroniclers of Peace exhibited a wonderful spirit
of tolerance by excluding from the Conference the
Roman Catholics and a few other Christian denomi-
nations that dared differ from their dogmatic beliefs.

Indeed, admirable as were the intentions of the
Conference, its deliberations on every conceivable
subject in heaven and earth were not worth, as its
very name C.0.P.E.C. suggests, a Russian copeck.

I cannot discuss the speeches and resolutions on
all the multifarious subjects, from unemployment to
*“ Esperanto,” which were mentioned at the Confer-
ence. The way in which certain subjects were
handled may convey to some that the Conference
was unconsciously ““run,” in regard to them, by

198



EID-UL-FITR SERMON

certain individuals and organizations who had very
little to do with any spiritual ends, but who were
very eager and very adroit in snatching support for
objects of their own. I will confine myself to one
subject only : ¢ Christianity and War.” I will read
to you the recommendations of the Commission :—

What greater message of cheer and reconstruction could be
brought to mankind to-day than the assurance that all who bear
the name of Christ in every land have solemnly resolved to have
no part in war, or in preparation for war, but henceforth to
work unitedly for peace by peaceful means alone ? Shall we
not make this venture of faith together in the love that beareth
all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all
things, and that never fails ? Shall the torch of spiritual heroism
‘be borne by the Church of the living Christ, or shall leadership
in the utter rejection of war pass from our hands to men of braver
and truer spirit ? Which master shall we who call ourselves
Christians be known by all the world to serve, the God of Battles
or the Prince of Peace ?

There is one peculiar trait of the British nation.
- It is the faculty of self-criticism during times of
peace and war. It is characteristic of the race, and is
inseparable from the experience of a people who
conduct government in the open, under democratic
institutions.

I speak in no despondent mood, but as one disposed
to face realities. We all pray for the day when

The roaring of war shall cease upon the air,

Falling of tears and all the voices of sorrow ;
but it is in vain to cry Peace, Peace, where there is
no peace. The ideals involved are wholly irrecon-
cilable, and until the mentality of the whole world
is changed, peace cannot be enduring, nor can it be
achieved by resolutions or treaties. England willingly
comes forward to look after the oil-fields of Mesopo-
tamia, France readily accepts the rich soil of
Syria, Italy took over the mandate of Adalia, and
Greece was only too eager to annex Smyrna; but
no Christian country—not even God’s own country,
America—is prepared or willing to protect the long-

suffering fellow-Christians of Armenia, an unproduc-
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tive country. It is well to boast of Christian 1deals,
but it is impossible, unless there is some possibility
of a material gain, to get the great body of Christians
to act up to their ideals.

The reincarnated ‘‘ Scribes and Pharisees, hypo-
crites,” are as numerous to-day as they were in
Jerusalem ; and would behave in much the same
manner to anyone bold enough to denounce them.
They tell us that ““ war is contrary to the Spirit of
Jesus Christ,” and that “the Christian faith is
fundamentally opposed to the spirit of Imperialism.”

Church and State in the West have become a
miserable combine. It is evident, even to a super-
ficial observer, from the passage that I have just
quoted, that Socialists are in power to-day; and
that the Christians are rendering unto Csesar the
things that are Cwsar’s. The Church dignitaries are
merely voicing—just as they did in August 1914—
the views of the party in power. Was there a single
Christian sect that made a similar assertion during
the war? Why did they withhold support from
Mr. Ramsay MacDonald and his pacifist colleagues
during the last war? And what were the Church
dignitaries saying at that period ? Our Christian
friends generally forget embarrassing facts. But
- history does not. I have no need to be their Nemesis ;
and I will just quote a few of the Divines.

Preaching at Canterbury Cathedral, the late Dean
Wace said :—

War is justifiable for the same reason that it is lawful to
put men to death for great crimes, like murder and treason.
The conscience of mankind at large, the conscience of Christian
States at large, has uniformly wielded the sword of justice in
avenging and averting, by the punishment of death, such crimes
of violence and treachery as destroy the very frame of Society.
That use of the sword of justice, moreover, has the express support
of Revelation, for St. Paul has declared that the ruler * beareth
not the sword in vain; he is the minister of God, an avenger
to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil.” But if it is latful
to use the sword of justice against individuals, it must be equally
lawful to use it against a community of individuals—in other
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words, against a society, or a nation, who are unjustly destroying
or threatening the lives and the peace of another society or
nation . . . and, as St. Paul plainly says, it is God Himself
who has put the sword into the hands of Human authority to
punish, and to restrain, the effects of sinfulness.

Canon Harford also regarded - this passage of
St. Paul as a direct warrant for a Christian nation
engaging in war. Writing on the subject, he said :—

Tolstoi could not reconcile St. Paul with our Lord, and he
cut the knot by throwing over St. Paul. But there is no need
for such violent measures.

He further explained that the key to Christ’s teach-
ings lies in the words “love your enemies,” and he
justified war because love itself dictates resistance’
and compulsion with a view to defence of others who
are oppressed ; and reformation of the oppressors.

The utter impracticability of a nation attempting
to act in literal accordance with the Sermon on the
Mount was aptly illustrated by Canon Cruickshank :
* Let us suppose, he said, ‘“that the English Nation
in its desire to do something to abolish war and to
establish a code of pure Christian ethics, were to
submit to aggression by a foreign invader without
resistance. Would this be a sublime spectacle ? 7’
He himself answered the question in the negative.

Archdeacon Westcott said :—

Nations have sacred duties; and cowardice is—as it always
was—a terrible blot on the nation. The rules of the Sermon on
the Mount are binding on an individual, so Jar as he himself is

concerned ; but when the interest or the safety of others enters

in, the case is changed. No law of God forbids me to protect my
relatives or my friends.

I would quote but two more ministers of the
Prince of Peace.

The Lord Bishop of London, referring to the late
war, said :—

It is a fight not only for the freedom of the world, but for
the Christianity of the world; the God of the New Testament
or the God of Battles is the choice. Christ or Odin: which is
to be the master of the world ? Nothing less than this is the
decision lying before high heaven to-day. And the battlé, if
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this is the issue, must be fought out to the very end. While
one man is left in the world who stands for the New Testament
against the Gospel of power, for Christianity against the new
religion of culture, that man must fight on.

The Bishop of Truro advised Christians at the
front to * Pray devoutly and hammer away stoutly.”

Such is the record of these angels of Peace, who,
when the time is ripe, have now put the sword in the
scabbard, and are exhibiting the olive-branch, which
they had snugly laid aside during the war.

In considering Christ’s teaching in regard to war,
one naturally turns to the Sermon on the Mount.
Immediately a seeming conclusion leaps to the eye :—

I say unto you, that ye resist not evil, but whosoever will
smite you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also.

If this is to be taken literally, as it was by the
speakers at the Conference, then obviously in no
circumstances is a Christian justified in taking up
arms. And all those millions of Britons, including
the Army chaplains, who went to the front or sup-
ported the late war, were no more Christians than
I or you are.

Being a true follower of Jesus myself, I would
exhort these nominal Christians to take the other
precepts of the Sermon also literally. One is, * Give
to him that asketh thee, and from him that would
borrow of thee turn thou not away.” Further, the
commandment runs, “Lay not up for yourselves
treasures upon earth.”

Interpret these commandments according to the
letter, and they mean that those who ask should
receive, that those who borrow should not be refused,
and in particular that there should be no hoarding
and no investment of money. So long as a man has
money he is to give it to whoever seeks it, whether
he wants it once for all or would borrow it. The
practice of saving money and making a provision for
the future is emphatically forbidden.

If ever the Labour Government succeeds in im-
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posing the capital levy, I prophesy that then, and not
till then, the opportunists of the Church will condemn
- all money investments on this Biblical warranty.

There are many, very vehement in their anti-war
principles, who, when these other precepts are brought
before them, find a way of escape. They say that
nothing does so much harm as indiscriminate charity,
that beggars should be emphatically diseouraged.
They also say that money should be accumulated so
long as it is not considered a treasure, so long as it
is used liberally. This is all very well, but it involves
a complete repudiation of the Sermon on the Mount.

When I discover on this earth one single Christian
who will give money to whoever asks for it, I shall
discuss with that man the meaning of the precept,
* Resist not evil,”

* The days of miracles are over.” How often do
we hear that said ? But one of the inconsistencies of
Church teaching is that while proclaiming everything
that is recorded in the Bible as true, the same things,
- if they happened to-day, would not be credible.
That is to say, if a real angel appeared, if a pure
virgin gave birth to an absolutely sinless human
being, if a physical body were said to be seen ‘ going
up to heaven > with its human complement of bones,
blood and clothing, not a solitary creature on the
face of the earth would believe it. One ean only say
that whatever happened two thousand years ago is
accepted as truth because it happened—two thousand
years ago. If this very something happened to-day,
it would not be believed. It would not be accounted
a miracle.

In like manner, if Christ came down to the earth
in these days, lived as he lived in Judea and Galilee,
collected a little band of followers whose occupation
and industries had to be forsaken in his cause,
denounced the world for its vileness, and prophesied
again its destruction and Judgment, what Church, of

all our many, would accept him? What greater
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belief would he win, or what greater fidelity would
he receive, -than in those days of old? He would
exhort them to have faith. They would still fail,
disbelieve and betray him. “Ye of little faith ”
would be one of his rare, but crushing reproaches.
And again would he say, “If ye have faith as a
grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this moun-
tain, Remove hence to yonder place, and it shall
remove, and nothing shall be impossible unto you.”

May I just make a passing remark ?—and I wish
everyone present to think well over its message. Is
that religion worth the name that fails to produce
a single man, from Japan to America, from the
North to the South Pole, who has not as much faith
as that of a grain of mustard seed. I have not
heard of any Christian shifting mountains from one
place to another. If this were possible, I feel certain,
many Christians of an enemy country would have
tested their faith, during the late war, by asking God
to drown this little Christian island. Happily they
had none. The Primate of All England is stretching
his hand to the Pope across the water. They should
have, at least, faith as much as that of a grain of
mustard seed. Let them come out of their palaces
and meet half-way across the sea. We shall soon see
happy results.

Do not think for one moment that I am seeking
to deride or belittle the mission of Jesus. He himself
declared, near the end of that mission, that he had
not had time to teach men all that it was needful
that they should know. Jesus himself foretold
another prophet who should supplement his teachings
and complete them. The Christians have been
anxiously awaiting the return of the Lord for the
last two thousand years, and they will have to wait
till eternity. But the Saviour, in the true sense of
the word, the Paraclete of Jesus, Ahmad the Praised,
came some thirteen hundred years ago. The religion

that he brought into the world is styled in the West
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the Religion of the Sword. It is alleged that Islam
lacks all the altruistic feelings and humanitarian
principles so necessary to constitute a religion of love.

A mere foundation of a few scattered ideals, how-
ever noble and charitable they may be, cannot be
all-sufficient. A code—a systematic and exhaustive
code—is required, such as will meet every condition
of life. A thorough study of human nature with a
- competent knowledge of its capacities and short-
comings alone can enable the codification of proper
laws for our uplifting. Such a code should, and ean,
only come from the Source of all creation as He only
knows what is best for us all. Such a code cannot
be formulated in synods or conferences.

The Holy Qur-4n claims to be a guide to humanity.
Will you put it to the test of reason and faith ? I
can assure you that you will not try in vain. You
will then discover a happy via media which will lead
you to salvation in this life as well as the one to come.
It will lead you to Peace. '

- I do not advocate war. But I do not, all the
same, blink at the grim realities of life. Wars there
have been, and, perhaps, always will be—both
aggressive and defensive. Who is there to judge the
justice of the cause of any nation ? The God-invoking
Kaiser, in the beginning of the late war, said :—

Remember that the German people are the chosen of God.

On me as German Emperor the Spirit of God has descended.
I am His weapon, His sword and His vicegerent. Woe to the
disobedient, death to cowards and unbelievers.
The Germans, * the chosen of God,” like the Jews,
are to-day scattered and in a chaotic state; and he
on whom the Spirit of God had descended proved
himself to be a hopeless coward. His ideals were
banished into exile with him, just as those of Christ
were buried with him.

On the other hand, Mr. Lloyd George, in his
famous Manchester speech, a few years later, declared

that God had given him a sword, and as long as He
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gave him strength, he would wield it in defence of
the Christians. : ‘

I have rather drifted from my subject. The
teachings of Jesus were individualistic, as is but
natural when we recollect that Jesus led the life on
earth of a private individual—and I say with no
disrespect, an eccentrie private individual—and an
individual belonging to a subject race despised and
disgraced by the Rulers. He never set himself to
grapple with the problems of government and empire ;
or if he did, remembering the condition of his life,
we can appreciate such sayings of his as: ‘ Render
unto Cesar the things that are Ceesar’s,” and * Resist
not evil.”

It is not on the spiritual side that the teachings
of Jesus require supplementing ; it is upon the
human side that they are incomplete, hopelessly
incomplete ; for human life is not entirely individual.
- It is collective; and for collective human life Jesus
left no guidance whatsoever. Hence the confusion
which we see in Modern Europe—the conflict be-
tween the bad things which are religious and the
good things which are secular.

The Holy Prophet Muhammad was no idealist.
He faced realities and brought a code of law to cope
with them. He, therefore, introduced such rules as
govern commerce, government, international relations
and war. These rules are not vague generalities, nor
are they mere counsels of perfection. They are
practical and detailed laws enforced by illustrations
drawn from human experience, and they form the
most enlightened scheme of statecraft in existence,
on a theocratic basis, free from all alloy of oppor-
tunism and aggressive violence. * Fight in the way
of God,” says the Holy Qur-4n, * against those who
make war against you; but do not attack first, for
Allah loves not the aggressors.” 1 i

The ajm and object of the Holy Qur-an is to put

1" The Holy Qur-an, ii. 190.
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