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BY THE LIGHT OF THE QURAN

% (As for) thoge who say, Our Lord is Allah, then continue in the
ight way, the angels descend upon them, saying : Fear not, nor be
grieved, and receive good news of the garden which you were promised.
' ¢ We are your guardians in this world’s life and in the hereafter,
and you shall have therein what your souls desire and you shall have
therein what you ask for :

¢ An entertainment by the Forgiving, the Merciful.

< And who speaks better than he who calls to Allah while he himself
does good, and says : I am surely of those who submit ?

¢ And not alike are the good and the evil. Repel (evil) with what
is best, when lo! he between whom and you was enmity would be as if
he were a warm friend.

¢« And none are made to receive it but those who are patient, and
none are made to receive it but those who have a mighty good fortune.

¢ And if an jnterference of the devil should cause you mischief,
seek refuge in Allah ; surely He is the Hearing, the Knowing.

¢ And among His signs are the night and the day and the sun
and the moon ; do not make obeisance to the sun nor to the moon ; and
make’ obeisance to Allah Who created them, 1f Him it is that you serve.

¢ But if they are proud, yet those with your Lord glorify Him
during the night and the day, and they are not tired.

 And among His signs is this, that you see the earth still, but
when We send down on it the water, it stirs and swells ; most surely He
who gives it life is the Giver of life to the dead ; surely He has power
over all things.”
—The Holy Quran, XLI, 30-39.



ISLAMIC REVIEW
- FOUNDATIONS OF THE NEW ORDER¥*
By Mavrana MuBAMMAD ALT

Humanity is to-day face to face with the biggest catastrophe and
the severest crisis that it has ever seen. The devastations of the First
World War were yet fresh in the minds of the present generation when,
within the short space of twenty years, we find a veritable hell raging on
this earth from one end to the other in the form of the Second World
War. And while there is yet not the slightest indication of the subsiding
of the present conflagration, there are already whispers of a Third World
War: and who knows if a fourth or fifth visitation, each more horrible
than the one that precedes it, is yet in store for this world ?

Are these the travails through which humanity is going to give
birth to a better world order 2 Such is the hope of every one who has
faith in the wisdom of God ; even man who does not believe in God can
see in these horrible calamities the harbinger of a mighty revolution. But
as a matter of fact, all this is happening, as shown later on, according to
a set Divine plan calculated to take humanity by gradual steps to its
destined goal of perfection. ‘

The cry for a New World Order is universal, especially in the
Western world which was hitherto under the impression that by its un-
precedented material advancement and unthought-of conquests of nature.
it had reached the acme of perfection. That impression has received a
rude shock by the happenings of the past thirty years. Material advance-
ment, which was believed to be the source of increased happiness for
the human race, has brought instead untold misery and vast destruction.
The world is almost in a chaotic condition, every weak nation being the
victim of the tyranny of its more powerful and more advanced neighbour.
The sense of right and wrong in international relations has entirely disap-
peared before the passion for national aggrandizement, and this mentality
rules the world from end to end. Might is as much right to-day as it was
in the savage state.” Instead of finding itself at the height %f perfection
by its great material strides, the world finds itself at the lowest depth of
degradation, at the very place from which it started thousands of years ]
ago, at the Kill-and-Destrov stage. : ,

, ~ Sslfishness, disregard of others’ rights, indifference to moral - re—
sponsibilities, tyrannizing over the weak, are as rampant—perhaps more—
at the height of civilization as they were in the savage - state ; they have
only donned a different garment. Selfishness is denounced so long as it °
isa disease affecting one ormore individuals, but when it becomes a plague
and affects a whole nation, it is lauded as a great national achievement.
Individuals may be secure within certain territorial »limits, but whole
countries are insecure and may at any time be run over by a nation which
has developed a more powerful war machinery. Tyranny may not be
allowed within the limits of a state, but there is nothing to check the

* Being a chapter from his book “The New World Order.”
2
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tyranny of nation against nation. A certain social system may have been
successful in curbing the greed of individuals, but there is nothing to
curb the greed of a nation except the greater greed of a more powerful
nation. Kvil is taken for a virtue if it wears the cloak of nationalism.
Humanity has been divided into races and nations which bate one another,
yand ih their march for advancement and their passion for more and more
:of material comforts and worldly pelf and = power seek to destroy one
another, not being bound by any moral code. The material civilization
. of the West which has made the acquisition of wealth the highest purpose

*of life is wholly responsible for the anarchical state of things which prevails
“there. ’

It is evident that materialism which fans the fire of human, greed
“will bring in its trail only ruin and misery, just as it has brought in the
~two World Wars, if there is no force to unite the human race. Such a
“force could only be a spiritual force. In the materially advanced Western
~world, the seismic centre of the convulsions which are shaking the entire
_world, such a moral force does not exist. Christianity which supplied.
~such a force for centuries retreated before the advancing forces of ma-
terialism ; ultimately it has been utterly routed. Its hold on Russia is
now too weak to withstand the advancing tide of atheism ; in Germany
too, Nazism does not owe allegiance to Christianity. In most other
Europeant countries where it lives still, it lives in name only, not as a vital
force: Religion is recognised only as a man’s private concern, and people
feel ashamed of speaking ofit in society. The name of God is on the lips, and "
the politicians, instead of serving Him, requisition Hisservices in some great
national calamity or for victory in a war. God is more needed fo further
material gains and to serve political ends than to bring contentment
of mind ; as the slave of materialism not as a spiritual force to check the
evil tendencies of materialism which are proving so ruinous for the world.
EBurope has practically banished God from the soil of its mind, and God
has banished peace and order from the soil of Europe.

It will be said that Europe is still bent on converting - the world to
Christianity ; it sends out missions and sperds enormous sums of money
to convert Asia and Africa and other parts of the world. Does it not
show that Europe believes in the spiritual force of Christianity ¢ It does
not. If Europe had any faith in the spiritual value of Christiamty, it
should have tried to save Russia first. Hurope only believes in the ma-
terialistic value of Christianity and, therefore, the message of Christianity
18 deemed fit only for the materially backward people of the East, for the
‘untouchables of India, for the savage Negro tribes or for the backward
Chinese masses. It isthus materialism that goes about in the East wearing
the cloak of Christianity. There is no sense in preaching to the East a
religion which has proved spiritually an entire failure in the West itself.
Christianity has not saved Europe which is now in the grip of materialism
and burning like hell from one end to the other; it is absurd to suppose
that it will turn Asia into a heaven. Failure is writ large on the forehead
of Christia.nit}: ; its retreating forces are trying their luck in the East with
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If Christianity has any spiritual force left in it after its defeat at
the hands of materialism, why does it not make an attempt to convert
atheistic Russia, whose poison of godlessness is affecting the whole world,
instead of sending missions to the East where belief in God still exists in
greater vitality than it does in Europe and America 2 Europe defends
its:If against Russian communism, but that 00 s because it is a menace
to Europe’s capitalism which is the foundation-stone of European
imperialism. It Bolshevik emissaries were out only to preach godlessness
and did not touch ths Capitalism and Imperialism of Europe, it would not
move its little finger against them.

The failure of Christianity to keep the fire of faith burning in human
hearts against the tide of materialism is due to two reasons. In the first
place the Christian religton—not the simple faith of Jesus Christ but as
represented by the Church—was based on a dogma which was repugnant
to human reason. So long as Europe was sunk low in ignorance, it
remained satisfiod with the authoritative Church declaration—Believe and
do not question. With the advance of scientific knowledge in all branches
of life, it was evident that the hold of g religion whose basic doctrines
defied reason should loosen. Christianity’s first clash was in fact with
science. Kvery new discovery in the domain of science was looked upon
by the Church as a heresy, because its Spirit was more in consonance
with ignorance than learning. It was not because of Christianity, but in
spite of Christianity, that scientific research gained ground in" Europe.
- The Church tried to Suppress every scientific discovery with all the force
at its command but suffered a defeat every time. Then came a stage
at which, contrary to all previous traditions of Christianity, reason began
to be applied to Church doctrines ; all basic doctrines, the Divinity of
Jesus, the crucifixion, the atonement of sins, the Bucharist, when brought
under the searchlight of reason, were found to be myths based on the
myths of ancient idolatrous nations. Christianity was the only religion
known to Europe, and Jesus Christ the only God, and if these failed to
satisfy the advanced mind, religion and God were bound to go along with
them.

The other reason for the failure of Christianity was that it was
only a creed that concerned itself with salvation in the next life. Tt was
not a system or an order dealing with this life ; all the interest that it took
was in ultra-mundane questions. But with the advance of science there
was a general progressive outlook of life, to which the Very - spirit
Christianity was opposed. The two great problems of this life, ‘wealth
and sex problems, ag accepted by generations of Christianity, did not
satisfy the advanced mind. Nqt only did Christianity not offer any
solution of the new questions that arose in the march of civilization : it
opposed all reform on these matters, and therefore men’s minds were
turned in disgust from it. The hold of religion on the minds of men, thus
loosening, materialism remained the sole master in the field.

The cementing force of religion has thus for the time being dis-
appeared from Europe, and the one-sided development of its civilization,
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the unchecked growth of materialism, has let loose the forces of selfishness,
jealousy, hatred and grabbing political power, which have brought ruin
and destruction upon humanity. The first requisite of the New World
Order, therefore, is that it must be based on spiritual force, which religion
alone can supply. If the foundations are not deep and reliable, the super-
structure of the New Order would go to pieces. This is what happened
‘twenty years ago. The First World War raged for over four years,
'visiting ruin and desolation on populous cities and towns, changing fertile
lands into barren wastes, killing hundreds of thousands of the healthiest
youth, maiming even greater numbers for their lives, destroying the
happiness of millions of homes, and plunging vast sections of humanity
into misery and affliction. The end of the war seemed to justify all these
sacrifices. The aggressor was defeated, and the democracies won a
complete victory. There were summoned together the best brains from
the winning nations and a great international conference was convened
soasto lay the foundations of & New World Order. The map of Europe
was redrawn. New territorial bounds were demarcated. The vanquished
aggressors were so cut up into pieces that never again should they regain
the strength to raise their heads. The League of Nations was created to
give this order a moral support. This was New World Order No. 1.

Where is that Order to-day ? It went to pieces within ten years
of its creation, and another ten plunged the world into a conflagration
more horrible than the first. All the travail that humanity had to go
through ended in smoke. Why ? Because the New Order had no moral
foundations. The worthy people that assembled at the conference gave
no thought to the real ills of humanity. They thought that vanquishment
of one nation by another was a remedy for future aggression. It was not,
and it shall never be. They did nothing to eliminate the mutual hatred
of the warring factions. They did nothing to bring about a change of
heart, either in the conquerors or in the conquered. They did not pay
the least attention to the fact that in their peace proposals they were
only giving impetus to the very human greed which had brought about
the great disaster. They talked of everything excepting how to weld
humanity into one nation, and how to lay a moral foundation for the
superstructure of their New Order. The proposed moral support of the
League of Nations was nothing but a farce ; it was rightly called a League
of Thieves by Iqbal, because each one of them had but one desire in his
heart of hearts, how to steal away material advantages for his own

nation ; and not one of them was inspired by the noble idea, how to weld
the different nations into one humanity.

Now we are inthe midst of the second world war ard tte vanquish-
ment of the aggressors is again in sight. . All kinds of questions are being
discussed as to what the World Order No. 2 should be, but one questicn
is again conspicuous by its absence : How are the different nations to be
welded into one humanity ? If this questionis not tackled seriously,
- this new offering at the altar of the god of war in the shape of untold
human woe and misery and the devastation of civilization will go in vain,
gnd World Order No. 2 will go the way of World Order No, 1. It will

5 .
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only pave the way for another and perhaps more terrific world cataclysm.
No conference of materialistic people, no League of greedy nations, can
bring salvation to Europe. The solution of a thousand materialistic
questions will not bring peace unless the moral foundation for weldin

different nations into one humanity, and for a change of greedy mentality,
18 discovered first. The way the politicians are going is not the way of
the Kingdom of God, and Peace will only come to humanity when ‘the
Kingdom of God is established on earth, World Order No. 2, if based
on the same materialistic foundations of how to divide the booty, will
as surely lead to World War No. 3, as World Order No. ] has led to World
War No. 2.

It is the greatest misfortune of humanity that religion, which alone
can furnish the moral foundations on which ‘a true World Order can be
established, has been put under taboo, and the very panacea is deemed
to be a poison. Hatred of religion has hecome the fashion among the
materially-advanced people, without giving a thought to the incontrover-
tible fact that religion has been the supreme force in the development
of mankind to its present condition. As g matter of fact, human civi-
lization, as we have it to-day, is based on religion, Religion has made
possible a state of civilization which has again and again saved human
soclety from disruption. Trace back the history of human civilization
among all nations, and it will be seen that whenever it has begun to
totter, a new religious impulse has always been at hand’ to save it from
utter destruction. It is not only that civilization, with any pretence to
endurance, can rest only on a moral basis, and that true and loftv morals
are inspired only by faith in God ; even the unity and cohesion of jarring
human elements, without which it is impossible for any human civilization
to stand for a day, is brought about by the unifying force of religion,

It 1s often said that religion is responsible for much of the hatred
and bloodshed in the world, but a cursory glance at the history of religion
will show this to be a monstrous misconception. Love, concord, sympathy,
kindness to one’s fellow-man, have been the message of every religion,
and every nation has learnt these essential lessons in their true purity
only through the spirit of selflessness and service which faith in God has
inspired. If there have been selfishness and hatred and bloodshed among
religious people, they have been thers in spite of religion, not as a
consequence of the message of love which religion has brought. They have
been there because human nature is too prone to these things ; and their
presence only shows that a still greater religious awakening is required,
that a truer faith in God is yet a crying need of humanity. That men
shall sometimes turn to low and unworthy things does not show that the
nobler sentiments are worthless ; it only shows that their development
has be~ome an all the more urgent need.

If unification be the true basis of human civilization, not of one
nation or of one country but on humanity as a whole, then Islam is un-
doubtedly the greatest civilizing force the world has ever known or is
likelv to know. Thirteen hundred years ago, it was Islam that saved it
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from crushing into an abyss of savagery, that came to the help of a civi-
lization whose very foundations had collapsed and that set about laying
new foundations and rearing an entirely new edifice of culture and ethics,
A new idea of the unity of the human race as a whole, not of the unity
of this or that nation, was introduced into the world ; anidea so mighty
that it welded together nations which had warred with and hated one
another since the world began. It was not only in Arabia, among the
ever-fighting tribes of a single peninsula, that this great miracle, as an
English writer calls it, was wrought, a miracle before the magnitude of
which everything dwindles into insignificance :

“ A more disunited people it would be hard to find till suddenly
the miracle took place. A man arose who, by his personality
and by his claim to direct Divine guidance, actually brought
about the impossible—namely the union of all these warring
factions.” (The Ins and Outs of Mesopotemia, p. 99).

It not only cemented together the warring tribes of one country
but it established a brotherhood of all the nations of the world , joining
together even those which had nothing in common except their common
humanity. It obliterated differences of colour, race, language, geo-
graphical boundaries and even differences of culture. It united man
with man as such, and the hearts of those in the far Rast began to
beat in unison with the hearts of those in the farthest West. Indeed,
1t proved to be not only the greatest but the only force uniting humanity
because whereas other religions had succeeded merely in unifying the
different elements of a single race- or a single nation, Islam actually
achieved the unification of different races and nations, and harmonized
the jarring and discordant elements of humanity.

Tslam not only made the different human races a single race and
united different nations into a single human nation ; upon this basis, the
surest basis of civilization, it brought back to man his lost civilization.

Thus writes Mr. J. H. Denison in Emotion as the Basis of
Civilization ;

““In the fifth and sixth centuries, the civilized world stood on the
verge of chaos. The old emotional cultures that had made civilization
possible, since they had given to men a sense of unity and of reverence
for their rulers, had broken down, and nothing had been found adequate
to take their place. . . ° It seemed then the great civilization which
it had taken four thousand years to construct was on the verge of dis-
integration, and that mankind was likely to return to that condition of
barbarism where every tribe and sect was against the next, and law and
order were unknown . . . The old tribal .sanctions had lost their
power. . . . The new sanctions created by Christianity were working
division and destruction instead of unity and order. . . . Civilization
like a gigantic tree whose foliage had over-reached the world .o
stood tottering. ., , ., , rotted to the core. . . , . was there
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any emotional culture that could be brought in to gather mankind once
more into unity and tosave civilization ? ' ~ And then speaking of Arabia :

“ It was among these people that the man was born who was to
unite the whole known world of the east and south.”

Crvilization is once more faced with disintegration and destruction
owing to a condition similar to that prevailing in the sixth century.
Nation has risen against nation and seeks to destroy it. Some force is
needed—and that is the first need of humanity to-day which should unite
the different nations into one humanity. This force which should bring
about a change of mentality so as to eliminate mutual jealousies and
hatred can only he a moral force, and a moral force can be supplied only
by religion. Islam supplied such a force in the seventh century beginning
with Arabia. In those days Arabia presented a scene of internecine
warfare exactly similar to that which Europe presents to-day. Tribes
and clans that inhabited that desert land were in the grip of unending
feuds. The smallest thing served as a match-stick to set ablaze the flames
of war which lasted for years. All the tribes plunged themselves into the
conflagration, some ranging themselves on one side, some on the other.
There was wholesale bloodshed and destruction. After exhausting them-
selves they concluded peace. Hardly had the ink of the treaty dried up
when old grudges which kept smouldering burst up and once more the
country found 1tself in the flames of war. Thus went on things for long
generations from sire to son and from son to grandson. The whole people -
were on the verge of being consumed to ashes by these flames of warfare,
when, lo, God in His mercy poured down from above the cooling waters
which once for all extinguished the last embers of those age-lon g enmities
and grudges, replacing them by mutual sympathy and affection.

Strange, as it might appear, the brotherhodd of which the basis was
laid in Arabia in the seventh century was not limited to that peninsula.
Within a century, vast territories beyond the houndaries of Arabia received
the light of learning and civilization which was established in that little-
known peninsula. The unification of humanity which was the foundation-
stone of this new culture was unique, and the world had not seen the
like of it before. No other reformer or religion had ever dreamed of such
a brotherhood of man ; a brotherhood which knew no bounds of colour,
race, country, language or even of rank : a unity of the human race beyond
which conception cannot go. It not only recognises the equality of the
civil and political rights of men, but also that of their spiritual rights.
* All men are a single nation ”” (2 : 213), is its fundamental doctrine, and
for that reason every nation is recognised as having received the spiritual
gift of revelation, which up to this time had only been conceived as a gift
to this or that favoured nation. ¢ There is no nation but a warner has
gone in it ”’ (35 : 24).

The conception of humanity as one nation, notwithstanding the
diversity of races and colours and languages, and outstepping all geo -
graphical boundaries, is Islam’s unique contribution to human civilization.
It is the only panacea for the poison of national Jealousies and hatred

8



which has brought humanity, along with its civilization, to the verge of
destruction. Christianity is, like Islam, an international religion in the
sense that it embraces various nations in its fold, butin the real sense of
the word, in bringing all nations to one level and in bringing about
harmony among these nations, Islam is the only international religion. In
this respect Christianity has been a signal failure. Christians of a white
colour to this day hate Christians of a black colour though living in the
same country, as in the case of America, the most advanced Christian
country and the home of Democracy, where, in spite of the pious wishes
of Mr. Roosevelt, the Negro and the white man cannot gather together
under one roof. Christians of the West still consider themselves superior
to Christians of the East, who cannot worship God in the same church
with them. Christian converts from among the low castes in India are
still untoachables in the eye of converts to Christianity from among the
high caste Hindus. Christianity has hopelessly failed in bringing about
unification of humanity. Islam, on the other hand, has given birth to
a World Order of universal brotherhood in which the Western and the
Eastern, the white man and the black one, the Aryan and the Semitic,
the Indian and the Negro, stand on the same level. The moment a Negro
or an untouchable enters the fold of Islam, he assumes a position of
equality in all respects with the white or high caste convert to Islam,
with every member of the Muslim brotherhood in fact. He not only can
worship in the same mosque but can stand shoulder to shoulder with the
noblest of his brethren, and can dine sitting at the same table with him,
Islam’s levelling and harmonizing influence is not known to any other
religion or society or order in the world.

Real world-democracy, which signifies an equality of status for all
human beings as such, can be attained only through Islam. It possesses
such a mighty spiritual influence that as soon as a man joins this Order
he feels himself raised to a high level where all distinctions of race, colour
caste and rank disappear as if by a magic wand. That Islam possesses
this spiritual power even to-day notwithstanding the loss of its tempora
‘power, is admitted by both friend and foe. Here is the concluding pare
of Mr. Gibb’s Whither Islam :

“ But Islam has yet a further service to render to the cause of
humanity. . . . . . No other society has such a recoxc
of success in uniting in an equality of status, of opportunity
and of endeavour so many and so various races of mankind
The great Muslim communities of Africa, India and Indonesia
perhaps also the small Muslim communities in China and th
still smaller community in Japan show that Islam has still th
power to reconcile apparently irreconcilable elements of rac
and tradition. If ever the opposition of the great societies o
the East and West is to be replaced by co-operation, th
mediation of Islam is an indispensable condition ”(p.379).

What is the secret of Islam’s success in establishing a world-brothes
hood and in bringing about a unification of different nations ? In' th
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O men! We have created you of a male and a female, and made you
tribes and families that you may know each othery the most honourable
of you with Allah is the
(49:13). And just as in individuals, so among nations. The superior
nation—the one honourable with God—is that which honours the rights
of others. A Muslim’s conception of humanity, therefore, is that it is
but one family, Wwhatever differences there may be in colours and
languages and cultures, with God as the Lord, or in Christian termin-
ology, the Father of a]. Members of one family may quarrel with one
another now and then, but they cannot hate one another for ever. In
fact, this broad conception of humanity is the only safeguard against
national, racial or coloyr prejudices, and ‘only on this basis can peace be

Secondly, the basic idea of the equality and fraternity of all men is
worked into practice in g uslim’s life by the institution of prayer. All
Muslims gather together daily in mosques to offer prayers, where they
all stand before their Maker shoulder to shoulder, the king along with his
poorest subject, the rich arrayed in gorgeous robes with the beggar clad
in rags, the white man with the black. Differences of rank, wealth and
colour vanish inside the mosque, and quite a new atmosphere, an atmos-
phere of brotherhood, equality and love, totally differing from the outside
world, prevails within the holy precinets. “To be able to breathe five
times daily, in an atmosphere of perfect peace in a world of strife and
struggle, of equality where inequality is the order of the day, and of love
amid the petty jealousies and enmities of daily life, is a great blessing.
Man has to work in hig daily life amidst inequalities, amidst strife and
struggle, amidst scenes of hatred and enmity : he is drawn out of these

ve times a day, and made to realize that equality, fraternity and love
are the real sources of human happiness. Even if we do not take into
account the great advantage which a man gains by feeling himself in the
Divine presence in the mosque, the time spent on prayer is not wasted
from the point of view of active humanitarianism ; on the contrary, the
best use of it is made in learning those great lessons which make life
wort.h_ Iiving.. A{ld these lessons of fraternity, equality and love, when

five daily congregational prayers are meant, among other things, to carry
' ty for which

Islam stands; and, however much Tslam may have preached in words the

prayers..

L A_t the same time brayer serves another great end. The object of
religion is not merely to preach the doctrine of the existence of God as a
10



FOUNDATIONS OF THE NEW ORDER

theory ; it goes far beyond that. Religion seeks to instil the conviction
that God is a living force in the life of man ; and prayer is the meang by
which it is sought to achieve this great end. The real conviction that
God is, comes to man, not by the belief that there is a God in the outer
world, but by the realization of the divine within himself, and this reali-
zation is attained through prayer. The universal experience of humanity
bears out the truth of this. In every age and among every nation there
have been men who, through prayer, have realized the great truth of
Divine existence within their hearts, and have laid down their lives for
the good of humanity. In their case, belief in the existence of God was
- & moral force which not only worked an entire change in their own lives,
but also enabled them to transform the entire lives of nations for. centuries
and change the histories of peoples and countries. Their selflessness and
truthfulness were beyond reproach ; and their testimony, which is the
testimony of all nations in all ages, establishes the one fact, that belief
in the existence of God becomes a moral force of the first magnitude when
- onceitis realized in the heart of man through prayer to the Divine Being ;
S0 great a moral force it is, indeed, that even the most powerful material
- forces give way before it. Is not the experience of these great person.-
~alities a beacon-light for others, showing them that they also can make
God a moral force in their lives ? The power and faculties that are given
. to one man, are also given to another, and through their proper use one
man can do what another before him has done.

In fact, civilization does not rest on the material comforts which
man has gained through conquest of nature ; its real foundations are the
noble sentiments which faith in God inspires. A cursory glance at the
history of human civilization will show that faith in God has heen the
supreme force in the development of mankind to its present condition.
That all that is noble and good in man is not due to man’s conquest of
nature but to his conquest of self, inspired by faith in God, is a truth
which no one can deny. It is men like Abraham, Moses, Christ, Buddha,

ishna, Zoroaster, Confucius and Muhammad who have changed the
‘history of the human race, and raised it from the depths of degradation
to moral heights. Tt is through the teaching and example of this or that
prophet that man has been able to conquer his lower nature, and to set
before himself the noble ideals of selflessness and service of humanity.
Study the noble sentiments that inspire man to-day and you will find
their origin in the teaching and example of some great sage who had a
deep faithin God, and through whom was sown the seed of faith in other
_human hearts. The moral and ethical development of man to his present
‘state, which alone in a real sense can be called the civilization of man._
the material gains are only a secondary thing—is due to fajth, - To all
appearance, the reign of materialism must needs enta;] the rule of selfish-
ness ; a cut and dried scheme for the equal division of wealth will never
inspire the noble sentiments which are to-day the pride of man. Godless.
ness will make the masses sink back, gradually, of course, into the state of
barbarism. :
' 11
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In fact, a stable human civilization can stand only on two pillars,
faith in God and unity of man. The materialism which is to-day
pievailing in Europe has pulled down both these pillars ; and unless they are
restored again, Europe, with all its material comforts, can never have
access to true happiness of heart or to peace among the nations. And just
- as Islam is the only order known to this world that has been successful in
establishing a world-brotherhood and in welding the different nations into
one nation, it is the only religion which has succeeded in keeping the spirit
of man in contact with the Divine spirit, withstanding the forces of
materialism. It is a fact that Muslims as a nation have a more vital faith
in God than the followers of any other religion. It is this faith in God
that accounts for the early Muslim conquests which are unparalleled in
the history of the world. So far as material resources were concerned,
Persia and Rome had abundance of them while the Arabs were poor in this
respect ; the war machinery of the former was far more powerful; in
numbers too the Arabs could not bear any comparison with the fighting
forces of these two empires. Yet when these mighty empires came into
clash with Muslim Arabia—and they were the aggressors, they were swept
away like a straw before the mighty spiritual force of Islam, the Muslim’s
faith in God and in the justness of his cause. Tt was this same faith in
God again that enables Muslims to-day to carry on a contest with
Christianity for the mastery of the world, in spite of the fact that all
material forces in this contest,—wealth, power and organization,—are on
the side of Christianity. The Islamic institution of prayer which keeps the
spirit of the Muslim in touch with the Divine spirit is without doubt the
basis on which this strong faith in God rests, and the value of prayer in
the formation of this noble trait in the Muslim national character is in-
calculable. ~ As every Muslim feels himself in the august Divine presence
five times a day, faith in God sways his mentality even in his outlook on
the material world, and thus becomes a living force in his life.

Islam can thus supply to Europe the two great moral forces—a
living faith in God and an order based on the oneness of humanity—-
which can restore peace to it. Unless European society is willing to
receive these two heavenly gifts from Islam, its disasters will not end.
Let Europe diagnose its disease with a cool mind and apply the remedy
with a brave heart. Tet it not repeat the mistake of earlier days and look
upon its real friend as its foe. Europe sought to destroy Islam with the
sword in the crusades but it failed. The opposition after ‘this has taken
a subtler turn. Not only did the European soldier go back to his home
filled with the false conviction that Islam was Europe’s enemy, and a
frightful one, because he met him only on the battle-field, and that
conviction was left as an inheritance from sire to son ; Europe’s leaders in
political and religious thought—past masters in the art of propaganda—
augmented this hatred by drawing a picture of Islam which was the very
opposite of reality. Islam was, in the truest sense of the word, a message
of peace for the whole world, the most tolerant religion which had ever
been preached, but it was misrepresented as the most tyrannical and
mtolerant faith. Islam not only recognized in the clearest words the
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Divine origin of all the great religious systems of the world, laying it
down that there was not a single nation on the face of this earth to which
a warner or a guide had not been sent to draw it closer to God :* it went
further and required every oneYwho entered the fold of Islam to believe
‘in the prophets of all other nations, just as he believed in the Prophet
of Islam.? But the political and religiovs leaders of Europe actually
drew a picture of the Prophet Muhammad as going about with the sword
in one hand and the Qurén in the other. And notwithstanding the clear
light that has been thrown on these topics recently, European writers
still represent Islam to be the religion of the sword.s

Under a most unfortunate misconception Europe sought to
destroy Islam by weakening it politically on the one hand, and carrying
on, on the other, a false and abusive propaganda against it in the
religious field. If there was anything on which the whole of Europe was
agreed, it was that Islam was Europe’s greatest enemy and it must be
destroyed or weakened, by fair means or foul. The politician and the
migsionary, to whatever nation they belonged, worked conjointly to this
end. Almighty God, in His wisdom, had, however, ordained otherwise.
Islam wasa blessing for humanity and it had to be spared. The European
nations, among which real harmony had never existed, became jealous
of each other, and this jealousy ultimately developed, as it was bound to
do, into the severest hatred and enmity, and the urge to destroy each
other has taken the place of the urge to destroy Islam. Christendom’s
siv of seeking to destroy its real friend has been visited with a corre-
sponding punishment, the destruction -of mutual friendly relations and
the desire to destroy each other. Thisis in accordarce with the Divine
plan announced thirteen hundred years ago :

“ And with those who say, we are Christians, We made a
covenant but they neglected a portion ~of what they were
reminded of ; therefore We excited hatred and enmity among
them to the day of resurrection ;and Allah willinform them of

- what they did. ‘

- “0 followers of the Book! Our Messenger has come to you
making clear to you much of what you concealed of the Book
and passing over much ; indeed, there has come to you light
and a clear Book from Allah ;

“ With it Allah guides him who will follow His pleasure into the
ways of peace ; and brings them out of darkness into light by
His will and guides them to the right path.

“ O followers of the Book! Tndeed Our Messenger has come to
you explaining to you after a cessation of the mission of the

1. ‘“There is not a people but a warner has gone among them * (35 : 24),

* And every nation had an apostle ” (10 : 47). .

¢ And every people had a guide * (13: 7).
thee » (22 “) And who believe in that which has been revealed to thee and that which was revealed before

ee 1 4).
3. “ The spread of Islam by arms is a religious duty upon Muslims in general (D. B. Macdonald
in the Encyclopaedia of Islam, Art. ¥ Djihad *) : o
19.
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messengers, lest you say there came 1not to us a giver of good
news and a warner. So indeed there has come to you 5 giver
of good news and a warner ** (5:14—19).

The covenant spoken of in the first verse quoted above is in
reference to the prophecies of the advent of the Holy Prophet Muhammad
to accept the great Prophet with whose advent a perfect World Order
to be met with in the Gospels, and Jesus Christ’s order to hig followers
- will be revealed to humanity s We are further told, in the verse quoted
above, that real Peace would come to Christendom only when it accepts
the World Order established by Islam.

That the great civilization of Europe should work its own de-
struction because of its one-sided growth is also a part of the Divine plan
Tevealed through the Holy Prophet Muhammad, the materialism of Europe
finding express mention in the Holy Qur-an;

“Say, Shall We jnform you of the greatest losers in deeds ?

““ These are they whose labour islost in this world’s life, and they
think that they are well-versed in skill of the work of hands.

““ These are they who disbelieve in the communications of their
Lord and His meeting, so their deeds become null ; and We will
not set up a balance for them on the day of resurrection.

“ Their recompense is hell because they disbelieved and held
My communications and My messengers in mockery,” (18:

Here is an exact description of the civilization of the West, of the
prideof Christendom ;alleffortlost in this world’s life—manufacture being
its great speciality—and utter loss of God-vision. So far ag worldly
gaing are concerned, its star is in the ascendant, and looks the brightest ;
as regards matters spiritual, its eye is closed.5 The portraits of modern
civilization attains to most vivid clearness in the above verses.® Manu-
facture is the one speciality and pride of the West ; but, we are told, these
people would be so engrossed in the race of manufacturing goods that
they would have no thought of God left in thejr minds. They would
sherefore lose that peace of mind which God-vision alone can give. They

4. In this connection T may quote only one prophecy here s
“I have yet many things to say unto you, but ve cannot bear them now. Howbeit when he,
the Spirit of Truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth s He shall glorify me.” (John
16:12-14). Jesus Christ was sent only as a reformer for the Israelites and he denounced
only their orying evils, But the Spirit of Truth—the advent of the Holy Prophet ig spoken
of as the coming of the Truth in the Holy Qur-4n (17 : 81)—was to guide men into all truth,
showing that the Order to be revealed to him would he perfect. There is no other Law in the
world except Islam which claims perfection: * Thig day have T perfected for you your
religion (5 : 5). The Prophet Muhammad did glorify Jesus inasmuch as it was he who
cleared him and his mother of ajl those charges which his own people, the Israelites, preferred
2gainst them, and also because it wag he who established his frue position as a man prophet.
* 8. The vision of Christ, after whom Christianity goes in name only—in spirit if is the negation of
hat he taught—was entjrely different. He cared not for things of this lifs and cared only to bring.
od-vision to this world, So far as the spirit is concerned, present Christianity is Anti-Chrisf. In one
the sayings of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, the Anti-Christ is described as having the right—the
iritual—eye quite closed, and the left—the material—eye shining like g bright star. This is a most
autiful figurative description of the Western civilization, “® .
6. These verses are, according to the Hadith, an antidote for the Anti-Christ,

14
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would have too thick scales on their eyes to see beyond their little manu-
factures and have a glimpse of the blissful glory of God. The passion for
production and possession wowld so seize upon them that it would make
them oblivious of all higher values of life. Production and more pro-
duction, possession and more possession—this{ would - be the be-all and
end-all jof life with them. Whole nations would be engrossed in these
pursuits, and in these thev would strive to outstrip one another. At
long last, however, these very manufactures of theirs would prove their
undoing. Their hearts would get filled with mutual hatred, and they
would be out, day and night, planning and counter-planning, toencompass
the destruction of one another.

This destruction of the materialistic civilization of the West is still
more explicitly mentioned in the beginning of the 18th Chapter—the
Cave—which deals with the history of Christianity, the verses quoted
above occurring towards the end of it :

“ And warn those who say, Allah has taken a son,

“ They have no knowledge of it, nor had their fathers ; agrievous
word 1t is that comes out of their mouths. . . .

“ Then maybe thou wilt kill thyself with grief, sorrowing after
them, if they do not believe in this announcement.

“We have made whatever is on this earth an embellishment
forit, so that We may try them which of them is best in work,

“And We will surely make what is on it bare ground, without
herbage.”” (18 : 4—8). '

The first verse shows that it is the Christian nations that are being
spoken of here; the last two show that these nations will beautify the
earth with their conquest of nature, but that all this, because of their
own misdeeds, will come to ruin, and the beautiful cities raised on it will
be razed to the ground and great gardens turned into waste land.

Elsewhere, it is stated that this devastation of c_ivilizatfion will
be so wide as to cover the whole earth, not a town will remain that will
not have a taste of this ruin :

“ And there is not a town but We will destroy it before the .day
of resurrection or chastise it with a severe chastisement ; this
is written in the Book.” (17 : 58).

We are further told that the sentence of punishment which will
. be brought down on these nations as a consequence of their great sin in
rejecting the Peace which Islam offers, nay, in seeking to destroy this
Divine Message of Peace, will be executed through these nations them-
selves. Europe will be the instrument through which Europe’s ruin will
be worked. Providence sometimes appoints one péople to punish an-
other. The Jews were punished for their transgressions at the hands of
Nebuchadnezzar. The Muslims were visited with Divine punishment at
the hands of Hulagu, when Baghdad, the centre of Muslim civilization,

7. According to the Hadith, these verses furnish the key as to what the tribulation of the Anti.
Christ is,
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was razed to the ground. Europe was too powerful to be punished by
another people ; she is made to suffer torture for her evil deeds at her
own hands. This part of the Divine scheme is also made clear in the
Holy Qur-an, where European nations are spoken of under the name of
Gog and Magog :®* ‘‘ When Gog and Magog are made to overcome the
world and they shall break forth from every elevated place ”’ (21 : 96).
In the Hadith, Gog and Magog are described as powerful nations which
would overcome nine-tenths of the world, and with whom no people
of the world will have the power to fight ” (Muslim).

In the case of these nations, transgression was therefore to be
punished by making some of them rise against others. Here again the
Holy Qur-an is clear : ‘

*“ And on that day We will forsake them—a part of them rising
in waves against another (18 : 99). '

And again :

“And We will bring forth hell, exposed to view, on that day
before the unbelievers »* (18 : 100).

This is what we actually find. European people first fell upon
foreign lands and subjugated the weaker nations. No nation of the world
had the might to withstand them. After having overcome the whole
world, they rushed at one another’s throats and fell in deadly grips with
one another. They have themselves become the instruments of ruining -
what they built with their own hands. The hell that is spoken of in the
above verses as being the result of their mutual conflict is raging to-day,
not only in Europe but more or less throughout the world. God deals
justly by His creatures and this hell in this world has been made manifest
because men would not mind God’s Reminder, would not even lend their
ears to any such talk :

‘“ These are the people whose eyes were under a cover from My
Reminder and who could not even bear to hear.” (18 : 1¢1).

According to the Holy Qur-an, however, all chastisement is correc-
tive :
“ And We sent apostles to nations before thee, then We seized
them with distress and affliction so that they might humble
themselves” (6 : 42).

8. Gog and Magog are spoken of as taking a servant of God for God (18 : 99—104) which is
the Quranic description of the Christians, On another occasion, too, the mention of Gog and Magog
follows' the mention of Jesus (21:91—96). The Bible speaks of Gog and Magog as residing to the north
of the Caucasus: “Son of man, set thy face against Gog, the land of Magog, the chief prince of
Meshech and Tubal. and prophesy against him, and sy, Thus saith the Lord Ged, Behold, I am
against thee, O Gog, the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal * (Ezek, 38:2,3). “ And I will send a fire
on Magog, and among them that dwell carelessly in the Tsles : and they shall know that T am the Lord,”
(Ezek. 39:6). Gog is here spoken of ag the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal, and north of the Caucasus
we still find two rivers bearing names corresponding to these Biblical names, Moskoa and Tubal, on the
former of which is situated the ancient city of Moscow and on the latter the more recent town of Tobolsk,
The prophecies of the Bible thus point to Europe as the threatened land. In the Urdu, Arabic and
Persian versions, translated from Hebrew, the words of Fzek. 38 : 2 are, “the chief prince of Rus, Meshech
and Tubal,” Rus being the Arabic and Persian mame for Russia. The presence of the effigies of Gog
and Magog in Guildhall, London, from very early times is also a noint workh aonciderine
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The travails of the world are not in vain. Out of affliction come
real happiness. Kvolution is working not only physically but also spirl
tually.

In the very first verse of the Holy Qur-an, the one most repeated
God is spoken of as Rabb al ‘alamin. The word rabb means fostering o
a thing in such a manner as to make it attain one condition after anothe
until it reaches its goal of completion, and ‘alamin means worlds o
nations. Hence (lod, according to Islam, is Nourisher unto perfection o
mankind, of all the nations. The world is moving on towards advance
ment by steps and stages. And the present world-wide disaster, the
heaviest ruin that has ever visited this earth, may move the world on by
the largest stride. Speaking of the great conflict of European nations, the
Holy Qur-an says : '

“ And the trumpet will be blown and We shall gather then
together as one people.” (18 : 99).

The blowing of the trumpet indicates the coming of a mighty revos
lution.  The unification of the fighting nations into one nation is a broad
enough hint at the nation of Islam; for there is but one faith, Islam
which has been able to weld different nations into one homogeneous whole
and this, therefore, is the New World Order on which depends the
advancement of man towards a higher goal. ‘

As already shown, Islam was successful in bringing about a unifica
tion of the dissentient elements of humanity through Divine service, i.e..
by deepening the roots of God-consciousness in hurian heart. And though
a faith in God and a faith in the oneness of humanity must remain the,
two foundations of any World Order that could subsist and save humanity
from disaster and restore to it peace of mind, yet even the oneness of
humanity is only a corollary of vital faith in God, and therefore faith in
God is the real foundation. The torch of this faith is kept burning by
the God-consciousness which is awakened in the human heart by the
Islamic institution of prayer. Islam does not allow that God-conscious-
ness, which is implanted in the very nature of man, should lie dormant,
for six days in the week and then receive a stirring up on the seventh,
It is a fire which can be kept live only if stirred every now and then.

Prayer is, therefore, a part of the everyday affairs of man. Therd
is a_prayer in the morning when rising from the hed—man’s first daily
work, and a prayer in the night when going to bed—his last daily work ;
and in the midst of these there are other prayers during hours of business
or recreation. This is tne Islamic arrangement to call back a man when
he is in the widst of his worldly engagements and to usher him into the’
Divine presence ; to awaken in him, 1 the midst of all his turmoils and?
agitations which are likely to lead away his mind from God, the conscious-
ness that there is a Higher Presence fo whom he is really responsible for
every act ; to remind him 1n the hour of triumph that he is nothing but af
weak and humble creature of (fod, and in the hour of his failure and-
disappointment that he has still a support tc fall back upon, and that!
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here is nothing to despair of. Prayer thus not only awakens God-
onsciousnessin man, it addsa new zeal to his work to which he goes back
rith a fresh mind. :

What is the praver which Islam teaches 2 It gives the individual
l freedom to ask from God for anything that he needs and to give vent
> his feelings in the presence of his Maker as he likes Lut at the same
ime it directshim to seek ir: the first Place guidance from the All-Know-
g, All-Powerful God. The Muslim’s most important prayer is that
ontained in the opemng chapter of the Holy Qur.an, a prayer which he
enerally offers five times a day :

“ Thee do we serve (O our Nourisher into perfection !),

“ And of Thee do we ask for help ;

“ Gaide us on the right path,

“The Path of those on whom Thou hast bestowed Favours,”
(1:4--86).

Inthe first place, this pra yercreatesin man the mentality to “serve
10d,” to obey the Divine commandments even when they ure opposed
o his own wishes. or to the requirements of his environment, or to the
sages and traditions of the people among whom he lives. Secondly, it
reates the mental attitude not to despair in the greatest ifficultios and
o seek strength, when all means have failed, from the source of al]
trength.  The man who depends on tne help of God knows no despair,
nd has the strength to withstand the hardest trials.

The most important part of this prayer, however, is that in which
Inan is taught to seek guidance from God in all his affairs, The Muslim’s
Liod does not live on his lips ; He hives in the deepest depths of his heart,
f1e seeks help from Him bourly, and he seeks guidance from Him in what.-
aver hie undertakes. If one does not believe in a guiding God, he does
Sot believe in Him at all.  Are we pot in the midst of difficulties ever
flow and then? 1y there not darkness around us momentarily ¢ Who
Fan show us light in the midst of darkness ? Tt iz only God. The man is
Ab'noraHy armed who seel« guidance from God in ajl Lis affairs, and this s
svhat prayer in Islam means,

Prayer is an expression of tie soul’s inmost desice, and the desire
hat Tslam seeks to create in the human heart is to be guided in the right
rath, to be led on and on to the great goal of life. "It makes the soul
1spire to the highest eminence. The Muslim’s attitude towards the world
S not one of inaction or listlessness ; 1t is one of continuous struggle to be
ed on and on anti! he attains to perfection. He gives praise to God at
very step, cries out al-hamdu-lillah (all praise is due to God), and the
nentality thus created is to live in perfect peace with his environment.

wYetheisnotina stationary condition. Nor is he the slave of his environ-
ment ; he struggles and strives throughout his life to master it. He does
20t stand for peace without progress, nor yet for progress without peace,

ut for peace and progress combined. The mentality thus created in the
mdividual ultimately hecomes a national characteristic, for individuals
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make a nation ; and when the same mentality is created in all the indi-
-viduals of a nation, 1t becomes the nation’s mentality. If ome wants to
see what change Islam can bring about, onc should only study the all-
round progress that the carlier M aslim generations made in the world.

Prayer, however, is not the only means through which Islam keeps
faith alive in the heart of man, and thus makes religion a vital force in his
life. There is also the Divine arrangement which is pecaliar to Islam
that tihere appear in 1t from time to time men of a higher God-consciousness
who draw their fellow-beings closer to God and revive faith in Him. The
followers of all religions believe that God spoke to some great sage or
sages of the past ; but Tslam alone, of all the religions of the world, teaches
that God speaks to the elect evenmnow as He spoke in the past. The
question naturally arises that if God listens to prayers as He listened in
the past, how is it that He does not speak now as He spoke in the past ?
Therefore, thoush revelation was made perfect and prophethood came to
a close in the person of the Holy Prophet Mutammad, it does not mean
that God ceased to speak after that. He speaks to the elect even now.
because speaking is one of His attributes, and Divine attributes never:
coase to function. Prophets are not raised now because the law was made
perfect with the advent of the Holy Prophet Mubammad but revelation
and prophethood are two different things and it is an error to confuse the
discontinuance of revelation. Revelation in its lower forms is common
to both prophets and those that are not prophets ; it is only the highestt
form of revelation which is peculiar to the prophets.

This is, in fact, the reason why faith in God has ceased to be
vital force except in Islani. That God revealed Himself and spoke to a
man thousands of years ago, and that this is not the nniversal experience
of humanity, deprives faith in God ol all vitality. In fact, God anc
religion are thus dismissed as things of the past, and Revelation become!
astory with no living force. Tslam aniversalizes revelation and establishe
it on a scientific basis. Revelation, in the first place, according to the Hol¥
Qur-an, is not the solitary experience of this or that nation but the
universal experience of humanity. The elect to whom (od spoke anc,
revealed Himself appeared among all nations and in all ages, and reveg
lation is thus the experience of the whole human race. And, secondlye,
Islam teaches that revelation is still a fact and God still speaks to Hn
elect. Such elect are even now needed to impart vitality to faith in Gody;
but they are not called prophets because they do not bring a new law.
not do they make any changes in the existing law. 4

In fact, the finality of prophethood was a need without which tha
anification of humanity was impossible. Every nation had its propheth
and thus though prophethood was in one sense a universal facts
prophets appearing in every nation, it was more or lessa nationg
institution, the scope of the teachings of every prophet being limitey
o his own nation, National prophethood cemented the bonds of nationy
unity but the time was fast approaching when international unity or work’
unity was needed, and this could be effected only by sending a worl?s
prophet, or one prophet to all the nations of the world. Only thus cou’

1
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she grand idea of unifying the whole buman race be broughkt to perfection..
The Holy Prophet Muhammad’s mission is thus described in the Holy
Qur-an : .
“Blessed is He Who sent down the Qur-an upon His servant
that he may be a warner to all the nations.” (25:1).
“Say, O Prophet! I am the Apostle of Allah to you all, of
Him Whose is the kingdom of the heavens and the earth.”
©(7:138). |
“And We have not sent thee hut as a bearer of vood news and
asa warner to all the people.” (31 : 28). )
“And We have not sent thee but as a mercy to all the nations.”
(21 : 107). '

The Prophet Muhammad was a prophet of God like any other
rophet, but his advent marked a revolution in the history of prophet-
ood. The day of the national prophet came to an end, and a new day
awned apon the world wisk the world-prophet who was to combine the
ifferent nations into one nation. The grand idea of anifying the whole
tman race, and gathering it togetlier under one banner, was thus brou abt
t perlection.  All geographical liniitations were swept away as were all
s of colour and race, and the basis of the unity of the human race was
id apon the grand principle that the whole human race was one, and
at all man, wherever they may be found, were a single nation. Such
1ty could not be accomplished nnless the finality of prophethood was
tablished ; for if prophets continued to appear after the world-prophet,
ey would undoubtedly demand the allegiance of this or that section,
d shatter the very foundations of the unity at which Islam aimed by
ving a single prophet to the whole world.

To revert to the original subject that God even now speaks to the
'ct, there is a clear saying of the Holy Prophet Muhammad : ““ Surely
ere were among those before you people to whom God spoke bnt they
re not prophets ; if there be such a one among my people, it is ‘Umar.”
ukhari 62 :6). This shows that though there would be no prophets
er the Holy Prophet Muhammad, yet God will speak to the elect among
islims.  Not only because speaking is an attribute of the Divine Being
it as bearing and seeing are His attributes, but also because it 1s through
s word that real conviction comes to the heart that God exists, and it
‘hrough such elect ones that a vital faith in God is restored. They are
: renewors of the faith of the masses. Such elect are specially spoken

as rising at the commencement of every century :

“Surely Allah will raise up for this community (of Muslims) a't
the commencement of every century one who will renew their
religion.” (Abu Dawud 3¢ 1 1).

Such a person is called a mujaddid, or reviver, in the terminology
Islam, and he not only revives faith in Cod but also removes errors
ich have crept up among Muslims, and sheds new light on the great
gious truths of Islam in the new circumstances which the Muslim
amunity is called upon to face.
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MUHAMMAD IN THE QURAN

By Syep MagBooL AEMAD, B.A.
THE PROPHET’S PERSONAL TRAITS

(¢) HIis FONDNESS FOR FAMILY LIFE

Prophets of old were generally repellent, forbidding people, almos:
man-haters, ignorant of the charm of family life and women’s love, anc
careless of personal embellishment. The Prophet Muhammad was on the
contrary fond of family life, chaste and clean, a lovable, presentable mai
of sweet temper who could not be compared with prophets like Essaias
Jeremiah, Elijah, Jesus, John the Baptist and other minor prophets o
Israel, but could be well compared to Moses, Solomon or David. Lik
them he married more than one wife at a time which is neither immora
nor unnataral. The man is wretched or happy only when a wife dislike:
and despises him or loves and honours him and it is marriage that some
times presents the best solution for political and social difficulties.
woman’s love is one of (tod’s greatest blessings for humanity and onl
the gentle charms of woman and her tender care could lighten the burden
and cares of men, and nurse a sick body. Monkery and monogamy wa
only an innovation of the Church and is not warranted by the origins
religion of Jesus. '

O thou Prophet ! verily, We make lawful for thee thy wives t
whom thou hast given their dowry, and what thy right hands possess o
of those that God has granted thee as prisoners of war, and the daughte
of thy paternal uncle and the daughters of thy paternal aunt, and tl
daughters of thy maternal uncle and the daughters of thy maternal aun
provided they have fled with thee, and any believing woman if she giv
herself to the Prophet or if the Prophet desire to marry her ;—a speci!
privilege this for thee, above the other believers.

“We know what We ordained for them concerning their wives ax
what their richt hands possess, that there should be no hinderance -
thee ; and God is Forgiving, Merciful.

“Puat off whomsoever thou wilt among them and take to thyse
whomsoever thou desirest of those whom thou hast deposed, and it she.
be no crime against thee. That is nigher to cheering their eyes and th,
they should not grieve, and should be satisfied all of them with wh
thou dost give them ; but God knows best what is in their hearts ; a1
God is Knowing, Clement.

, “Tt is not lawful to thee to take women after this, nor to chan.
them for other wives, even though their beauty pleases thee ; except wh
thv rigcht hand possesses, for God is ever watchful over all thihgsﬂ
(XXXIIT : 50—52.) -

Note.—In the above verse the passage ‘ the daughters of t
paternal uncle, etc.”” means that exogamy and monogamy is not necessa!
though preferable ; cousins may be married but only those who have fI*
from Makka from the heathens, that is because they have believed a:
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THE PERFECT PATH

() His GENTLE NATURE.

““There has come to you an Apostle from amongst yourselves ;
hard for him to bear is it that ye fall into distress : he is anxions over you,
after the believers, pitiful, compassionate.” (IX: 128.)

(¢) AND FINALLY, GoD’s AND HIS ANGELS’ AND OUR BLESSINGS ON HIM.

“He it is Who blesses you and His angels too, to bring you forth
out of the darkness into the light, for He is merciful to the believers.”
(XXXIII: 43.)

“Verily God and His angels blessthe Prophet. O you who believe t
Pray for the blessing on him, and salute him with a (befitting) salutation.”
(XXXIIT: 56).

THE PERFECT PATH
By WiLLiam BurcHELL BaSHYR-PICKARD, B.A. (CANTAB.)

IN THE NAME OF ALLAH,
THE MERCIFUL, THE COMPASSIONATE,
THE GUIDE, THE HELPER,

THE BESTOWER OF SUCCESS.

Life may be likened unto a pilgrimage. The pilgrim is passing
onward from stage to stage, ascending terrace by terrace the Mountain
of Perfection. He goeth from strength to strength, from one beauty and
state of knowledge unto a deeper beauty and unto a wider and fuller state
of knowledge. His progress is an active delight, ever opening up fresh'
vistas of blessedness and ever entering into a more transcendent realisa-
tion of Truth.

In the lines that follow I offer to the readers certain flowers that
blossom at various stages upon this Perfect Path, and they are presented,
still fresh and sweet-smelling, as a living token to every seeker of the
Perfect Path, that many and varied are the beauties shining beside the
Pilgrim Pathway of Islam, beauties that bring an abiding peace to the
heart and gladden the wayfarer, as he ascends the stone-strewn path of
the Mountain of Perfection unto the abode of abiding Blessedness.

THE OPENING OF THE QUR-AN

All praise is due to Allah, Lord of the worlds,

The Merciful, the Compassionate,

Lord of the Day of Judgement.

Taee only do we serve ; Thee only do we ask for help.
Guide us in the perfect path,

The path of those, whom Thou dost bless ;

Not the path of those, who meet Thy wrath ;

Nor those, who go astray.



l AL ronRrouCl rawn

Behold now, how simple is the path! Our worship is due to One on}
God, Complete Possessor, Complete in Wisdom, and Complete in Powe:
the Eternal, the Most Merciful of the merciful ones. Our prayers ar
due to One only God. Pray not to saints, pray not to prophets, pray nc
except to the One only God, Lord of the Dominion of all things and
all beings, the Lord of the worlds, the Hearer, the Answerer.

Now, it may be asked, what can we (brief suffering mortality) kno
concerning God ¢ How can we attain nearness to Him 2  How can W
rely upon Him ? Knowledge of God may be obtained (by the Permissio
and Grace of God) by spiritual contemplation and by reflection upo
manifest life. Contemplate nature, contemplate the actions, and t}
sufferings, and peaceful happiness of human life, and the remembrance ¢
God will make clear some of the attributes of God; for through tl
attributes of God lies the knowledge of God. ;

Now, of the attributes of God, the most manifest is that of merc:
The ample and abundant and overflowing provision of the wants ¢
humanity testifies to the Divine Mercy to all who have eyes to see ar
hearts to understand and give thanks (Praise to His Name, the Mo
Merciful of the merciful ones !).

Another of the Divine Attributes, of which we cannot remain u
mindful,is that of Chastisement. Contemplation of human life and hum
cufferings makes it inevitably plain that disobedience to the laws of Go
deviation from the ways of God's Mercies, brings down the Divine Puni¢
ment. Be not so blind as to think that punishment pelongeth not un

God! Godhath appointed the Measure, and hy that Measure His Mere
are spread abroad abundantly for all Lumanity without distinetion of cla
or race, and for all living creatures as well. But to transgress against t
Meagu?‘e yis to walk in the ways of punishment. Praise he to God, Wi
vutdeth !
, Now let us take the second part of our subjcct, the second aspe
of Telam.

Muhammad ar Rasul Allah: Mukanimad is the Messenger of G

This is the practical side of Islam. By the revelation o} God ;
Muhammad in the Glorious Qur-an, the way of truth is detailed, and Iy
to walk in the way of truth 1s described step by step, so that those, w.
have ears to hear and grateful hearts, cannot fail to understand by 1]
Grace of God, without which no one can be a believer.

And what 15 the way to God ¢ The way to God is prayer. Pr
not to saints, pray not to apostles, pray not to prophets, but pray to ¢
only. The importance of this first duty of prayer is clearly understooc
Islam, and provided for by the appointment of times of prayer, so th
at no portion of the day may the world oppress, but the memory of ¢
may ever be refreshed in the heart. d

The times of prayer each day 2re five :1n the early morning bef
sunmise ; a little after midday ; in the later afternoon ; at the time Wi

* the sun has just set ; and in the early night (before midnight).

And, following prayer, fasting is ordained upon the Farthful, wg
follow the way of God, the way of Islam. Jesus (may tne Peace of (
abide with him!) fasted; and was there ever any prophet, who fas’
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By Pror. M, Y. K. Sarm CHisHTI.

The question is, if Jesus, in spite of his kenosis (self-emptying) re
mained God, how and why did he advance in wisdom ? (St. Luke 2: 52)
Athanasius says ““ he advanced in wisdom only in respect of the humanif;
he assumed.”” But this same father teachus us that his humanity an
divinity were inseparably mixed up with each other so that Jesus becam
one person. Now if this statement is correct, then his humanity remaine
aloof from his divinity and Jesus possessed a dual personality, an ide:
-branded by the church as heresy.

Again consider St. Mark 13 : 32.

““But of that day and that hour knoweth no man, not even th
angels in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father alone.”

If St. Mark is right, Athanasius is certainly in the wrong, for h
says explicitly that even the son of God is ignorant of that day and how
This verse conclusively proves that the Logos was deprived of all th
divine attributes in assuming the human form of Jesus. Some commen
tators say that Jesus is here speaking as a human being. To this I retor
(¢) and what else is he but a human being ¢ To say that he was in re
ality God’ is to beg the question, as his divinity is yet to be provec
(¢7) The gospel records do not Justify any division of Jesus’ personalit
into two watertight compartments. Jesus nowhere says that sometime
I speak as the son of God and sometimes as the son of Mary, §
Gregory Nazianzen says; Ignorance is attributed not to the Son of Go
bat to the Son simply.” In my opinion this is the best example of
lame excuse. There is no difference between the son and the son of Goc
so far as the Gospels are concerned, as ‘the son’ in the verse unde
discussion means nothing but the son of God ; the son of man being ou
of the question altogether. St. Basil is more reasonable when he say
that “ one who refers the ignorance to Him who in His incarnation too
everything human upon himself, will not fall outside the orthodox appre
hensipn of the matter.” J

Let the advocates of Athanasius answer thig plain question : Do«
his statement mean that within the sphere of his incarnate life the so
himself was submitting to conditions of limitation or does it mean the
he simply annexed a human consciousness to the divine so that always i
every act he was conscious with the divine consciousness, whatever els
he may have been ? :

Ephraim Syrus, the commentator of Tatian’s Dialessaron, has
novel explanation to offer. * Christ,” he says, ““ did know the mome;x
of his advent, yet that they might not ask him any more about it, saj
I know it not.” ;

In other words, Ephraim admits that Christ, told a plain lie ; an
I leave it to the readers to judge how far this explanation is consister,
with the divine dignity of Jesus Christ. ,

Hilary and Jerome both affirm that “our Lord knew but represents
Himself as ignorant for purposes of edification.” But the question i

27 :
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- INCARNATION AND KNOWLEDGE

Others taught that the son is subordinate to the father simply tc
maintain the distinction of persons in the godhead.

This led to ditheism--Father and Son both are distinet gods. In
short, the dogma of the person of Christ oscillated between monarchianisn
and Tritheism. If stress was laid on the unity of God, this resulted ir
Sabellianism and if the distinction of persons was emphasized, this resultec
in Trithersm. ' :

Moreover there was a great conflict of opinion regarding the person .
ality of Jesus. :

I. Some said, he had a body like our own ; others said, no his body ¢
was a phantom; still others opined that his body was real, but not like)
our bodies. X

9. Some said, he had a human soul; others affirmed that he hac
none. !

3. Some said the Logos in him was ¢ very god ’ ; others said the
* Logos was devoid of divinity. :
4. Some said, he was really ignorant; others said that he was nod
ignorant, but feigned ignorance. !

T have shown that the patristic literature is full of contradictor,
statements on this subject ; now I turn to modern writers on the theor; ¢
of kenosis. But before doing so, I would like to give a literal translatior
of the verses in question, so that the readers may keep the meaning it
view while studying different theories. , -

“ Reflect in yourselves the mind of Jesus Christ who being in thgh
form of God, counted it not a prize to be on an equality wit?®
God, but emp.icd himself taking the form of a bondser\'fan‘,yj
and was made in the likeness of a man.” ,n

1. ‘Form’ is the translation of the Greck word ‘ morphee.’ Chris
was not God but in the form of God. ¢Morphee’ means form, shape,
figure (Lat. forma) fashion or appcarance. r

It is noteworthy that St. Paul (if he is really the writer of thit
epistle) does not use ¢ ousia ’ or ¢ phusis * (ousia—essence, phusis—naturd,
but ¢ morphee’ and Bishop, Lightfoot admits that “morphee "’ is no
the same as ‘ phusis ’ or ‘ ousia. ” ' o

Hence we can conciude that Christ was in the form of God buy
did not possess the same nature or essence which is peculiar to God. -

But the commentators urge that ¢ morphee ’ here stands for th;
essential attributes of God. Even if this be granted, St. Paul says thaa
‘he emptied himself  of lis divine attributes, .e., when the Son of Go3
became Jesus, son of Mary, he was not God. ' 1

Again St. Paut says that although Christ was also God (in the forr-

of God) yet he ‘ counted it not a prize to be on equality with God.’ t
This proves that there are at least two Gods. There is certainly
a God whose equal Christ was. The word “equality > presupposes tw

29
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INCARNATION AND KNOWLEDGE

I. Is the depotentiation relative or absolute ? z.e., does it tak
place simply so far as the incarnation is concerned, leavmg the logos pe
se still in possession of his divine attributes ? of

Does it take place without restriction or qualification, so that fo
the time being—from the moment of birth till exaltation, the secon
person of the Trinity is denuded of everythmrr pertaining to delty ¢

II. In what relation does the depotentiated logos stand to th
man Jesus 2 Is he the soul of the man or is there a human soul in th
man over, and above ?

Isthe logos metamorphosed into a human soul or is he simply sel
reduced to the dimensions of a human soul, in order that, when place
side by side with a human soul, he may not, by his divine majesty
consume the latter and render all its functions impossible ?

III. How does the depotentiation or metamorphosis as the cast
may be go within the person of the incarnate one ?

Is it partial or is it complete ?

Does it make Jesus to all intents and purposes a mere man @
does it leave him half man, half God,-—in some respects human, in othée
respects divine ?

‘ All these questions,”” continues Dr. Bruce, ““ have been various;
answered by different writers :

(a) Some teach a relative kenosis only,

(b) Some an absolute,

(¢) Some take a dualistic view of the constitution of Christd
person as formed by the union of the depotentiated logf
with a human nature consisting of a true body and
reasonable soul ;

(d) Others regard the person of Christ from a metamorphic poir?
of view maklno the self-emptied logos take the place off
human soul;

(e) Finally-there are some who teach a gradual incarnation.

Moreover there are differences among the kenotic Christologisf
as to the extent to which they carry the Fenosis—
(7) Some being Apollinaristic in tendency, 7.e., tend to reject t:
real humanity of Christ ;
(i7) Some being Fbionistic in tendency, 4.e., incline towarv
humanity and reject the divinity.

Out of this great heap of controversial literature produced
Furope and America dnring the last century, five distinet kenotic typ
may he mentioned in this escay (partial kenotic view)—

I. The Absolute Dualistic type, formulated by Dr. Thomasius as
advocated by Dr. Fairbairn.

II. The Absolute Metamorphic type (the absolute kenotic vie
formulated by Dr. Gess and advocated by Dr. Godet.

ITII. The absolute Semimetamorphic type formulated by T
Ebrard. ’
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THE CROWKING GLORY OF MUHAMMAD

the whole of Arabia brought their tribute of respect and regard at hi’
feet, when the mighty hand of the triumphant people of the land cam
to his service, when immense wealth and riches were heaped before hir
and the royal crown and throne awaited his holy touch—that day tha.
great worshipper of Allal, that noble superman, discarded all these an
continued with his lowly bed ot date-leaves, spending day after day 1
self-imposed starvation and found satisfaction in and glorified his lif:
with the prayers of Allah appeasing himself with a humble fare of date
and water. . ‘ :
This is that great man who himself a man of unconimon person:t
charms and who, though he had had to live a married life, was so full ¢
sympathy for mankind that beauty could never draw his mind awa!
from the object of hislove. When in youth the craving for beauty danct
delightfully in the veins, the gentle zephyr calms and soothes the limbs, th
earth spreads all her mirths and honey in all her grains, nature seems fu
ot joy and songs and the mind weaves dreams of happiness and delight-
at that very time in tne prime of youth Hazrat Muhammad married .
lady whose youth had long expired and spent the better part of his Ii
with her in complete satistaction of his mind. He did not sink down il
his youth, but was engaged in deep meditation in a distant mountain cav
Once later in his life his young wife Ayisha tried to cast her spell of beauf
on him by criticising the noble old lady who was then dead but receiv:
a polite rebuke from the Prophet which cooled her pride of beauty. Seeit
his great attachment to the memory of his bereaved wife the lady Khadi:
Ayisha told him, “Shs was old, Allah has given you one better m ¥
stead.”” That great server of Truth readily answered : < Allah knows ti€
is not so. When all the world dishelicved me, 1t was ¢he who believy
me. She gave her all to me.’ It was the beauty of the heart th
counted with him not that of the body. n

All the wealth and fortune of Arabia were at his command. 18
though master of this immense wealth he never cast <o much as a g]aﬁ‘
over these riches. He gave away handfuls of gold like handfuls of dustly
the poor and needy and stuck to his glorious poverty. It was he wh
lap would be filled with wealth and riches when he sat in the assem
in the morning and in the evening when he came home it was with emj
hands as he had given away everything he had got and it was then tle
he would enjoy his humble dinner. Few were the nights when there w
any lamp lighted in his thatched hut—it was only occasionally that :;
burnt to cook his feod. No garment had he without o many stitels
He worked for his livelihood, though to a nation he was more than a kin
a sovereign ruler. He thus brought dignity to labour in the most divie
like way. 1

Followers without number waited around him with the hopt
serving him, but this great superman cleaned and washed his own df
with his own hands. Those holy hands for whose touch the world asp®
and still now aspires mended his own shoes, and swept the dirt of1
courtyard.
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WHAT IS ISLAM?

[The following is a very brief account of Islam, and some of its
technique. For further details, please write to the IMAM of the Mosque.
Woking, Surrey, England or to the editor, The Islamic Review, Lahore
India.

IsuamM: Tae Revicion oF PEACE.—The word Islam literally
~means : (1) Peace ; (2) the way to achieve peace ; (3) submission, a
submission to another’s will is the safest course to establish peace. The
word in its religious sense signifies complete submission to the Wil

of God.

OBJECT OF THE REL1GION.—Islam provides its followers with the
perfect code, whereby they may work out what is noble and good in man
and thus maintain peace betwoen man and man.

THE PROPHET OF IsLAM.—-Muhgiumad, popularly known as the
Prophet of Islam, was, howcver, the last Prophet of the Faith. Muslims
the followers of Islam, accept all such of the world’s Prophcts
mdudmg{ Abraham, Moses and Jesus, as revealed the Will of God for th:
guidance of humanity.

Tue Qur-an.—The Gospel of the Muslim is the Qur-{m. Mushm
believe in the Divine origin of cvery other sacred book.  Inasmiuch as al
such previous revelations have become corrupted through human inter
polation, the Qur-an, the last Book of God, came as a recapitulation ¢
the former Gospels.

ArTticLES OF FAITH 1N Istnam.—These are seven in nuntber : Belie
in (1) Allah ; (2) Angels : (3) Books from God ; (4) Messengers from God
(5) the Hereafter ; (6) the Premeasurement of good and evil ; (7) Resurrec
tion after death. '

The life after death, according to Islamic teaching, is not a ne
life, but only a continuance of this life, bringing its hidden realities inf
lig ht. 1t is a life of unlimited progress ; those who qualify themselves i,
th1s life for the progress will enter into Paradise, which is another nan'!
for the said progressive life after death, and those who get their facultic
stunted by their misdeeds in this life will be the denizens of the Hell—:
life incapable of appreciating heavenly bliss, and of torment—in order 1!
get themselves purged of all impurities and thus to become fit for the li
in Heaven. State after death is an image of the spiritual state in th
life. ‘

The sixth article of Faith has been confused by some with whe
is popularly known as Fatalism. A Muslim neither helieves in Fatalis
nor Predestination ; he believes in Pre-measurement. Everything create:
by God is for good in the given use and under the given circumstance,
Its abuse is evil and suffering. q

PiLLars or ISLaAM.—These are five in number’: (1) Declaratlon i
faith in the Oneness of God, and in the Divine Messengership o
Muhammad ; (2) Prayer ; (3) Fa<t1n0 ; (4) Almsgiving (5); Pilgrimage 1:
the Holy Shrine at Malkla. f
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1 He will, He can remove you and bring m New creation— ai-gurm::
The NEW WORLD ORDER
By MAULANA MUHAMMAD ALI

Price Rs. 2-8

A solution of Modern World Problems and the conflict between Capital and Labour,
Democracy and Dictatorship, M aterialism and Spiritualism.

. It is a cure for Moral, Social and Political lls brought about by material
rdvancement.
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“ No leading thinker of the world, no student of current politics and no well-
wisher of humanity can afford fo be without a copy of the New World Order, asitis
an historic contribution to the ever-swelling literature on the puzzling problems of
the post-war peace from the pen of one who has a perfect acquaintance with the
fundamentals of the living religions of the world, is an authority on Islamic studies,
-possesses practical capacity coupled with imaginative insight based on a vivid sense of
‘the Unseen.” —The Tribune.

“The book presents a mosb searching analysis of the present situation, spots
out the real ills of humanity and supplies materials for a real reconstruction . . .
The author admirably supplies the basis of a new approach to these burning questions
of the day, and lays the foundation of an altogether new scheme of reconstruction which
no regponsible thinker on these subjects can afford to ignore now or at any time in
the future. A wide circulation of the book will be the best service to humanity and

to the cause of religion.”—The Islamic Review.

¢ Phe author, well-known in the East and West as an erudite thinker, prolific
writer and an ardent missionary of Islam, makes a thorough analysis of the complicated
problems of the world, arising out of the materialistic philosophy and civilization of
the West and boldly prescribes remedies for the ills of the suffering humanity .
The author examines in the light of the Quranic injunctions, the various solutions
offered by Islam to the numerous problems of the modern world.—The Dawn.

¢ The author’s explanation of the tenets of Islam is masterly and does credit
to his scholarship.—The Independent.

“ This compact little volume is an epitome of all the best Islam stands for
and, through its pages, the author seeks to bring home to the warring millions of the
West the fact that their moral, social and political ills, brought about by material
advancement, can yet be cured if they so desire. TIslam is the only specific and demands

. a trial.”—The Khyber Mail.

¢ The learned author has tried to offer a solution for the various ills from
which humanityis suffering these days. The Islamic doctrines are, of course, all derived
from the Qur-an and Hadith, and they have been set forth with the author’s usual
learning and lucidity of exposition. . . - - We feel no hesitation in saying that
the veteran Maulana has rendered a distinct service.—Dr. Inayatullah. '

Over 150 pages nicely printed and bound. Price Rs. 2/8.
(Postage and packing extra.)
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