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The picture on the Cover is that of “ the Mother of
Minarets of the North African Islamic world ”.

This is the minaret of the Qairawan Mosque in
Tunisia. The mosque was built by a companion of the
Prophet Muhammad, ‘Ugbah Ibn Nafi', in the year
43 AH. — 668 C.E., but the minaret was not built till
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the year 150 A.H. — 767 C.E. This minaret is amongst
the most beautiful works of Islamic art to be found in
North Africa. The minaret is of a square shape and
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is rightly famous.
The Yeni Jami‘ is the result of piety of the
mothers of three successive Sultans of Turkey. The
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building was begun in 1598 C.E. and completed
some time in the middle of the seventeenth century.
In the picture the strikingly beautiful lettering can
be observed.

Turks are famous for the exquisite mural engrav-
ing of Arabic. This art, however, owing to the
‘jjnt‘roduction of the Latin script in Turkey, is fast

ying.

THE CONTRIBUTORS

Muhammad Zafrullah Khan, a Pakistani Muslim,
is a Judge at the International Court of Justice at
the Hague, Holland.

Al-Hajj Khwaja Nazir Ahmad, a Pakistani Muslim,
is one of the leading members of the Pakistani Bar,
His book Jesus in Heaven on Earth, the result of
his reasearches covering a period of well over a
decade, brings into focus some relevant facts about
the life of the Prophet Jesus after his disappearance
from Palestine.

Al-Hajj David Cowan, M.A., a Scottish Muslim,
is a lecturer in Arabic in the University of London,
England.

Dr. Khurshid Ahmad Farig, an Indian Muslim, is
Lecurer in Arabic in the University of Delhi, India.

Chi Yen Leng is a Chinese journalist.

Zaky M. Hasan, an Egyptian Muslim scholar, is
at present lecturing at the Fine Arts Institute,
Baghdad, Iraq.

Zafrul Haq Khan, a Pakistani Muslim, is a mem-
ber of the Senior Pakistan Administrative Service.

M. D. W. Jeffreys, M.A. (Oxon), is Senior
Lecturer in Social Anthropology in the University
of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa.

Jiddah

Early Arab Navigation : Indian Ocean ...

Editorial :
The Suez Canal

Islam and International Relations

) by Muhammad Zafrullah Khan

Jesus and St. Judas Thomas at Taxila, Pakistan

by al-Hajj Khwaja Nazir Ahmad

Bairam Festival in Peking’s Oldest Mosque

by Chi Yeng-Lang

The State Letters of Caliph ‘Umar

by Dr. Kurshid Ahmad Fariq

Impressions of English Non-Muslims at the Ka‘bah, otherwise known
as “ The House of God”

The ‘Id al-Fitr (1375 A.H.) Sermon

by al-Hajj David Cowan, M.A.

The Attitude of Islam towards Figurative Painting
What They Think of Us . . .

Culled by Zafrul Haq Khan

by M. D. W. Jeffreys

‘What Our Readers Say . . .
Book Review

Flowers from the Garden (iv)

by W. Bashyr Pickard

12
13

15

20
22

30

32
33

35

. 37

38

TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS AND CONTRIBUTORS

AGENTS IN PAKISTAN (continued)

The Pakistan News Agency, Station Road, Saidpur, Dist.
Rangpur (E. Pakistan).
Shah Tabarak Hossain, Esq., Newspaper Agent, P.O.
Alamnagar Dist., Rangpur (E. Pakistan).
S. Masood Ahmad, Esq., Bookseller & Newsagent, P.O. Ghora-
* mara, Rajshahi (E. Pakistan).
.. Faroog Library, Booksellers, Rajshahi (E. Pakistan).
Sri ‘Madhuzdan Bhattachari, Jee Newsagent, Zindabazar, P.O.
.. Sylhet (E. Pakistan).
Meéssrs: M. Aslam Khan, Newspaper Agents, Khan Manzil,
< Chandpur, Dist. Tippera (E. Pakistan).
e:Manager, The News Agency. Kushtia (E. Pakistan).
Ali, Bsq., M.A., Professor Daulat-pur College, Daulat-
sKhulna (E. Pakistan).
~¥oy, Bsq, c/o Railway Bookstall, Dinjapur (E. Pakistan).

M. A. Majeed. B.A., Newspaper Agent, Kohinoor Library,
Faridpur (E. Pakistan). '~ .

M. A. Siddiqi, Proprietor, of Alam News Agency, Lalmonirhat
- Rangpur (E. Pakistan).

The Manager, Azmat News Agency, Chawk Bazaar, Barisal
(E. Pakistan).

S. M. Hassan, Book House, Hashmia Restaurant, Station
Road, Chittagong (E. Pakistan).

Woﬁtern Pakistan

The Manager, Spring Works, 3, Temple View, Preedy Street, -

Karachi.

Victory Bookstores, Booksellers & Publishers, Rawalpindi (W.
Pakistan).

The New Quetta Bookstall, Jinnah Road, Quetta (W. Pakistan).

AGENT IN KASHMIR

Annual Subscription Rs. .!3/ 12, post free ; sihgle copies Rs. 1/11
Abdul ‘Aziz Shora, Esq., Editor, Roshni, Srinagar, Kashmir.




Between Ourselves

THE COVER
The illustration on the Cover depicts the various
national flags of some of the Muslim countries with
the picture of the Ka‘bah at Mecca in the right-hand
corner. The Arabic writing at the foot of the illustra-

The Islamic Review
AUGUST—SEPTEMBER 1956

tion is the famous verse of the Holy Qur’dn (3 : 102),
whose translation reads: “ Hold fast to the cable of
God and do not disperse.”

Contents . . . . . .. ... . .....

THE CONTRIBUTORS

The Maulavi ‘Abdul Majid, M.A., a Pakistani
Muslim, is Editor of The Islamic Review, Woking,
England.

Miss F. E. Relf, an Englishwoman, is an Associate
of the Royal Sanitary Institute, London.

Otto Karl Duepow, a German journalist, has
recently returned from Libya. He is at present
engaged in writing a book on the Sanusi Movement.

Dr. Khurshid Ahmad, an Indian Muslim, is
Reader in Arabic Literature in the University of
Delhi, Delhi, India.

Dr. J. Hans, an Austrian scholar, specializes in
the economic problems of Muslim countries. His
recent publications, all in German, are: Money and
Gold in Asia, Monetary Changes in the East, The
Financial World of Islam, and Dynamic and Dogma
in Islam.

K. M. Shameem, B.A. (Hons.), B.Ch. (Oxon.),
Barrister-at-Law, a Pakistani Muslim, is Officer on
Special Duty, National Assembly of Pakistan,
Karachi, Pakistan.

Professor Muhammad ‘Abdul Rahman Khan, an
Indian Muslim, is President of Hyderabad Academy,
Hyderabad-Deccan, India.

Professor M. D. W. Jeffreys, M.A. (Oxon.), 1_lis

in the

Arab Unity

Editorial :
No Bloodshed Over Suez ...
The ‘Id al-Adha Sermon

by The Maulavi ‘Abdul 1 Ma]ld

The Effect of Alcohol on the Brain

by F. E. Relf

Poem : Benghazi ...
The State Letters of (‘allph ‘Umar

by Dr. Kurshid Ahmad Fariqm

Non-Political Aspects of the Suez Crisis

by Dr. J. Hans

A Double Bimillennium Calendar

by ‘Abdur Rashid ‘Alavi

A Brief Account of Scientific Work

by Professor Muhammad ‘Abdul Rahman Khan

Pre-Columbian Arabs in America

by M. W. D. Jeffreys

Refutation of some of the Allegations against Islam and the Prophet
‘Muhammad

by Dr. M. “Abdul’ Qader BA (Hons ), D.Litt.

Flowers from the Garden (v)

by W. Bashyr Pickard

by Sa‘id Zulficar

In Memoriam : The Late Dr. S. M. ‘Abdullah

5
7

11

13
14

18
21
25
26

30
32
33
37

Senior Lecturer in Social Anthropology
U?iversity of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South
Africa.

. Dr. M. ‘Abdul Qader, B.A. (Hons.), D.Litt., a
Pakistani Muslim, is a member of the Administrative
Service of Pakistan, Pakistan.

‘Abdul Rashid ‘Alawi, B.A., a Pakistani Muslim,
is now residing in Bahrain, where he is in the employ
of the Bahrain Petroleum Company Ltd.

Sa‘id Zulficar, an Egyptian Muslim, is a student at
Cambridge University, Cambridge, England.

delay is well-nigh inexcusable.

AN APOLOGY

The Editor tenders his apologies for the inordinate delay which was
none of his seeking. He is fully conscious that in the journalistic world
But perhaps the mention of the fact that
during the last few months the Woking Muslim Mission and Literary Trust
suffered the loss by death of two of its foremost workers, Dr. S. M.
‘Abdullah and the Maulavi Aftab-ud-Din Ahmad, might help in appreciating
the difficult period through which it had to pass.

However, the Editor seizes this opportunity to say that an effort i
being made to make good the loss in time and number of pages of The
Islamic Review before the year is out.
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